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The New Topanga Police Station Opens with Great Fanfare
The Grand Opening Ceremony was
as impressive as the distinctive
architectural design of Topanga 21
The sun was out early on the third day of

Every once in a while we need
to remind ourselves how lucky
we are to have what we have
Read this excerpt from a Romanian Newspaper
written by Mr. Cornel Nistorescu and published
under the title 'C’ntarea Americii, meaning...

January to clear the sky and shape the white
clouds to provide a dramatic light blue setting
for this important day. After several months of
elusive budget delays that postponed the final
finishing details of the building and the opening
of the new station, the transition team lead by
Area Commander Captain John Sherman worked
feverishly to get things ready for the ceremony.

An Ode to America
“Why are Americans so united? They would not
resemble one another even if you painted them
all one color! They speak all the languages of
the world and form an astonishing mixture of
civilizations and religious beliefs.

Councilman Greig Smith pulled some strings
to get a a new asphalt makeover to the stretch
of Schoenborn Street along the south end of the
station. What a difference it made as workers
completed construction—during the last weeks
of December—of a protective block wall and
additional landscaping in front of the new
community room. Kudos to the transition team.
On the early morning of Saturday, January 3rd,
tents went up on the street with chairs, podiums
and trimmings to welcome the community and
special guests. Proudly, the City of Los Angeles
and the Los Angeles Police Department held its
Grand Opening of the 21st Topanga Police
Station. Approximately 2,000 attended this
historic event. Tours of the station, displays of
vehicles, equipment used throughout the LAPD,
and a “Taste of Topanga” offering a sampling
of the local cuisine were all part of this event.

On 9/ll, the American tragedy turned three
hundred million people into a hand put on the
heart. Nobody rushed to accuse the White House,
the Army, or the Secret Service that they are only
a bunch of losers.
Nobody rushed to empty their bank accounts.
Nobody rushed out onto the streets nearby to
gape about. Instead the Americans volunteered to
See An Ode to America on Page 2
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Councilman Twelfth District Greig Smith, Topanga Area Commander Officer Captain John A. Sherman, and
Councilman Third District Dennis P. Zine, proudly stand together after the official Grand Opening Ceremony.

Special guests included Mayor Antonio
Villaraigosa, LAPD Chief William J. Bratton,
Councilmembers Greig Smith and Dennis P.
Zine, in addition to a number of local business
and community leaders.

Great Hope. Huge Challenges.
There is only room for big ideas. What are
you doing to make things better? Hopefully not
just complaining. See related story Page 6.

INSIDE
Alex Soteras
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SOTERAS MORTGAGE
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DrPersky.com
Laser Skin Science that Delivers

Over 2,000 community residents and special guests attended the new Topanga Police Station Grand Opening on
January 3, 2009. After the official ceremony guests toured the expansive facility and enjoyed the many activities.

West Hills
Neighborhood Council

2
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The new Topanga Division will cover the south west portion of the San Fernando Valley including
The Grand Opening ceremony had many
highlights and began with SWAT demonstrating
a tactical approach of a vehicle with hostile suspects. A multi-agency color guard representing
the spirit of open cooperation between the
agencies that service the area followed the
demonstration. This Color Guard consisted of
members from the Los Angeles Police
Department, Los Angeles County Sheriff’s

the communities of Canoga Park, Winnetka, West Hills and Woodland Hills. The Topanga Division
took over police service responsibility from West Valley area beginning Sunday, January 4, 2009.
The city built this new police station because the West Valley Division was covering police services
for an area of over 52 square miles. Covering such a large area results in officers spending more
time driving to calls for service. The Los Angeles Police Department hopes to balance the workload
of valley divisions. Topanga will cover only 32 square miles. This should help reduce response time
by shortening the travel distance between calls and provide a more local community station to better
serve the west end of the valley. Topanga is located at 21501 Schoenborn Street, in Canoga Park.

7
Winnetka
Neighborhood Council
$ave BIG with Business Services
and Classified
CELEBRATING FIVE YEARS
of service to the community

See Topanga Grand Opening on Page 10

Don’t forget to wear Green. Everyone is Irish on St. Patrick’s Day!

Follow me to the

This copy of the West Valley News belongs to:

St. Patrick’s Day Celebration
in historical Old Town Canoga Park
Tuesday, March 17, 2009
1:00–4:30 PM
Celebration starts in front of the Madrid Theatre
21622 Sherman Way (East of Owensmouth)

Canoga Park
Improvement
Association

ST. PATRICK
TRUE THOMAS
IRISH BAGPIPERS
JERRY MCLEAN AND FRIENDS

HAPPY ST. PATRICK’S DAY

CELTIC DANCE
FREE RAFFLE

SUBSCRIBE TO THE WEST VALLEY NEWS. 12 MONTHLY ISSUES FOR ONLY $14
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From the Publisher’s Desk
We had a sputtering start this year with businesses and organizations
across the board facing tough economic challenges. Belts are tightening
and everybody is feeling the squeeze. Newspapers and publications need
the fuel of advertising revenue and the tanks are running low. Some
businesses are trimming their marketing dollars when in fact they should
keep the engine running and a full tank of gas. At least at the level where
it will help them reach their destination. We all know what happens when
we run out of gas.
Happily I have good news! Both the West Hills Neighborhood Council
and the Winnetka Neighborhood Council have stepped in and partnered
with the West Valley News for community outreach. Each will have a
dedicated full page of editorial content covering important information about Council activities and
issues of concern to their communities. Welcome and thank you Board members.
I’m also happy to announce that this publication will be publishing blog stories by Al Martinez, who
until recently wrote a column for the L.A. Times for 26 years. He is a Pulitzer Prize winning essayist,
author of a dozen books, an Emmy-nominated creator of prime time television shows, a travel writer,
humorist and general hell-raiser. Try him. He’s addictive. You can read one of his stories on the facing
page of this message or check out his blog at almartinez.org/wordpress. I’m honored to have Al’s
name associated with this publication. I even took his Topanga Writers Workshop for two consecutive
Saturdays at his home to pick up a few pointers about creative writing. I learned a lot but have some
way to go. I have plenty of space in this publication to practice and many stories to cover.
Toastmaster International’s Lance Miller, 2005 World Champion of Public Speaking, will continue
this year as a regular editorial contributor. We’re lucky to count on his motivational stories that always
deliver a positive message.
I always encourage community participation and I practice
what I preach. Perhaps I spread myself too thin but the
personal rewards of trying to make a difference are priceless.
I was honored to have been recognized recently as the
2008 Committee Member of the Year by the Boys & Girls Club
of the West Valley. I’m happy to be a member of a great team
of highly motivated professionals who, each in their own way,
have contributed to transform The Positive Place for Kids into
a thriving community asset for the underprivileged.
Remain positive. Be optimistic. Make a difference. And...
get your business associates to advertise in this publication.
We need the fuel to keep on trucking.

An Ode to America
Continued from Page 1

After the first moments of panic, they raised their flag over the smoking ruins, putting on T-shirts,
caps and ties in the colors of the national flag. They placed flags on buildings and cars as if in
every place and on every car a government official or the president was passing. On every occasion,
they started singing: ‘God Bless America !’
I watched the live broadcast and rerun after rerun for hours listening to the story of the guy who
went down one hundred floors with a woman in a wheelchair without knowing who she was, or of
the Californian hockey player, who gave his life fighting with the terrorists and prevented the plane
from hitting a target that could have killed other hundreds or thousands of people.

DR. PERSKY FIRST FACIAL PLASTIC SURGEON TO OFFER FRAXEL RE:PAIR IN LOS ANGELES

LASER SKIN SCIENCE THAT DELIVERS
Fraxel re:pair™ treatment is a revolutionary new way to correct aged and damaged skin—without the prolonged
downtime or adverse reactions of other resurfacing procedures. Michael A. Persky, MD, FACS is proud to be the
first physician in Los Angeles, and one of just twenty in the world to offer all of the Fraxel laser treatments to his
patients. Patients look years younger in a natural way, avoiding that “plastic, unnatural” appearance.
Who are candidates for Fraxel re: pair treatment? Both men and women from ages 35 to 85 who want
to improve their appearance. In younger patients who desire natural tightening of their face as well as reduction
of early signs of neck-jowl aging, it is a perfect treatment. It is a pre-emptive strike against a face lift and in
many people will prevent the need to ever consider a face lift. In older patients, it dramatically reduces wrinkles,
lax skin, and brown/red sun damage. It also corrects surgical, traumatic, and acne scarring.

How on earth were they able to respond united as one human being? Imperceptibly, with every
word and musical note, the memory of some turned into a modern myth of tragic heroes. And with
every phone call, millions and millions of dollars were put into collection aimed at rewarding not
a man or a family, but a spirit, which no money can buy.
What on earth can unite the Americans in such way?
Their land? Their history? Their economic Power? Money?
I tried for hours to find an answer, humming songs and murmuring phrases with the risk of
sounding commonplace, I thought things over, I reached but only one conclusion.
Only freedom can work such miracles.”
Calabasas
Canoga Park
Chatsworth
Reseda
Tarzana
West Hills
Winnetka
Woodland Hills

What does the treatment do? In patients with wrinkles and lax skin of the face and neck, the treatment will
tighten the skin, removing years from your appearance—and keep them off. The treatment can tighten wrinkled
and loose skin around the eyelids, crow’s feet, jowls, and neck. It is also effective on the chest, hands, and arms.
Skin tone and texture has a healthy natural glow.
How many treatments will I need, and how quickly will I see results? In most people, maximum
results are realized in just one treatment session. This system was specifically engineered to tailor the treatment
to your individual needs. Some patients may request a second treatment for even more improvement.
How long does it last? Based on our experience with CO2 lasers, we know that the results are long term.
Though unfortunately, the aging process continues, you will always look younger. Depending on the individual,
the treatment may be repeated in 6 to 10 years.
What is my downtime? If you have deep, severe sun damage, you can be treated more aggressively which
can mean up to a week of social downtime. A more gentle treatment with less downtime is also available for
those with mild sun and skin damage. No matter your situation, remarkable results are created without the
prolonged recovery time and complications of other procedures.
What’s the cost? The cost is a fraction of the cost of a face lift, neck lift, and eyelid lift, without the costs
of an operating room or anesthesiologist, as the procedure is performed in our office.
What about pain? Topical numbing gel and oral medications allow for patient comfort during the 30 to
45 minute procedure.
What about after I heal? Protect your investment by using proper cleanser, moisturizer, and sun block.
We can recommend the products that best fit your individual needs.
The effects of time, sun, pollution, fatigue, and stress add up to keeping your skin from looking as young
as you feel. The solution is here. With revolutionary Fraxel re:pair laser technology, Dr. Persky will help you
to restore your skin to its natural, original, radiant glow. Never before has there been such an effective,
non-surgical, non-invasive way to tighten the skin and remove years from you appearance.
Our practice is dedicated to helping patients achieve the best possible results in their appearance. Solving various beauty
challenges has become easier and safer. To schedule a consultation, call Felicia Baselli at (818) 501-3223 or visit
www.DrPersky.com. Dr. Persky’s office is located at 16311 Ventura Blvd., Suite 600, Encino, CA 91436.
Mention this article and receive 20 units of Botox Cosmetic when scheduling and receiving a Fraxel re:pair treatment.
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LETTERS
Write, Email, Fax, Call
Write

Managing Editor, West Valley News
8378 Sale Avenue, West Hills, CA 91304

Email

crowedsgn@aol.com
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$20 BILLION DOLLARS

AL MARTINEZ
Al Martinez is a Pulitzer Prize winning essayist, author of a dozen books,
an Emmy-nominated creator of prime time television shows, a travel
writer, humorist and general hell-raiser. Try him. He’s addictive.
almartinez.org/wordpress

Tel / Fax 818-883-3374 818-883-9678
Include name, address, and daytime telephone.
Letters may be edited for clarity and length.

Dear Harry, Neighbors, and Community Leaders:
Please share this email widely. I write as a dumbstruck messenger. I don't have a game plan. No
call to action. No strategy. But from my perch, the
news must be spread and it is not good. Today,
it was announced that the Los Angeles Times has
closed the California section of our paper.
This latest evisceration was accomplished by
the current “publisher,” a local resident named
Eddy Hartenstein, whom I have never met but
whose biography reveals him to be deeply
educated, professionally accomplished, and
personally successful. Help yourself to the
breaking details of Mr. Hartenstein's proclamation
at www.la observed.com. With thanks to Kevin
Roderick for letting us all know.
Before you conclude that this loss is just one more
casualty of the global financial meltdown or of the
erosion of the print media generally, do know that
there is a second opinion regarding the paper's
fiscal peril. The alternative saga alleges that the
employees were used as straw-men-like pawns
to purchase the paper at a hyper-inflated price,
followed by service of the resultant massive debt
with the employee pension reserves, ironically
coupled with unending layoffs and a field day of
asset stripping.
Is our paper caught in the worldwide downturn or
is it the victim of suicide occasioned by individual
greed? I wonder who will remain to write the story.
I don't like the sensation of utter impotence at the
dismantling of the city's once premiere first
amendment voice. I don't like the prospect that
the Hall of Administration and City Hall will now
act beyond your watchful eyes.

Isle of Enchantment
Every once in awhile I close my eyes and conjure up an island in the Caribbean where the
beach is composed of gleaming white sand, the surf is gentle, the ocean is aqua and life
moves at the pace of an iguana. It is an image not created by a dreamy inclination of the mind
to wander but a memory based in reality. We have just come back from Aruba.
For those unfamiliar with the geography of our ocean to the south, Aruba is a small island
15 miles off the coast of Venezuela. It is just 16 miles long and 9 miles wide in a vast terrain
of water, calling in the whispered voice of Bali Hai, Come to me, come to me…
Cinelli and I spent four days in Aruba embraced in the comforts of the Bucuti Beach Resort,
a small hotel and spa that sits on the shoreline of the whitest sand I have ever seen. While the
brilliant colors of the Aegean may be the glory of the planet’s oceans, Aruba has to possess
the most glowing of beaches.
Let me make clear that I am normally not one to spend my days lying on the sand sipping a
Mai tai while the surf sings me to sleep. I am accustomed to an edgier life of push and shove
where freeways are clogged, tempers are explosive and trouble is just around the corner. The
music of my world is shrill, but I have chosen that tune and live with its discordance as I poke
into dark corners of a city’s soul. This is my job. This is my inclination.
But everyone needs an island or a mountain top occasionally to hide amidst the silences.
Drums must be muted and horns quieted before a permanent kind of madness sets in and we
lose whatever perspective we possessed in the first place. We need time and we need roses.
It was why I was able to lie on the beach and sip a Mai tai when I was once heard to declare
that I would rather drink battery acid and sleep on a bed of nails than roast in the sun sipping a
pink doo-dah with a paper umbrella floating around in it. It was the tranquility that changed
me. I was submerged in it.
Cinelli used the phrase walking on cotton to describe the subdued tone of our experience on
Aruba; not just its lack of calamity, but the softness of its atmosphere and the warm
enclosure of its starry nights. There were places within reach where one could dance, snorkel,
gamble, sail or paraglide high above the light blue sea, but that’s not why I was there. You
know why I was there.

Harry, Anybody, what can/should we do?

OF INFRASTRUCTURE BUILDING BONDS
MEANS MONEY FOR YOU
The College of the Canyons Small Business
Development Center (COC SBDC) invites you
attend the California Construction Contracting
Program (CCCP) Orientation.
The CCCP is a no-cost program that is designed
to develop and improve the capabilities of
Disadvantaged Business Enterprises (DBEs).
In addition, this program will assist business
owners in achieving proficiency in the technical
skills involved in highway construction.
Program components include:
• Technical One-On-One Counseling
• Business Assistance
• DBE Program Courses
ORIENTATION HELD ON:
Tuesday, March 17, 2009
3:00 – 5:00 PM
Build WorkSource Center
9207 Eton Avenue
Chatsworth, CA
TO REGISTER CALL

(661) 294-9375
For more information visit:
WWW.BUILDINCALIFORNIA.ORG
Tell them you read it in the West Valley News.

United Chambers of Commerce
A Coalition of 32 Chambers & Business Organizations

5121 Van Nuys Boulevard, Suite 208
Sherman Oaks, CA 91403
T 818-981-4491 F 818-981-4256
ceo@unitedchambers.org

Will we ever return? Probably not. A second look is rarely like
a memory embellished by time and emotions into a high state of
perception. But we will always have Aruba in a quiet place in our
dreams, lying in the ocean sunlight, remembering us.

Build your business while building your community!
Join a Chamber of Commerce today.

Now pour me a martini and turn up the music. The honeymoon
is over.

• Opportunities to market your business.

Jane

How does your business benefit by being a member
of your local chamber?

• Great networking opportunities and events.
• Get involved with local legislative issues.

P.S. Maybe local newspaper advertising revenue
would increase if they’d stop turning every patch
of land and building into a billboard! Okay, just my
wonkish and morbid municipal sense of humor...
Assistance League San Fernando Valley
will be holding their fifth annual
AUTHORS LUNCHEON
at The Odyssey Restaurant on
Saturday March 28th at 9:00 AM.
Ernest Borgnine “Ernie: The Autobiography”
Jan Burke – “The Messenger”
Michelle Moran – “The Heretic Queen: A Novel”
Jennie Nash – “The Only Genius in the Family”
Jan Goldstein – “The Bride Will Keep Her Name”

The Topanga Writers Workshop meets on two successive Saturdays at Al Martinez’s home in Topanga
Canyon from 2-5 p.m., for a total of six hours. The fee is $300. He covers essays, journalism, short stories,
novels, non-fiction books and magazine work. He has written in all of these areas, plus pilots, episodes and
movies for television. Al Martinez has been attached to three Pulitzers, been nominated for an Emmy and
has dozens of other national awards and honors; until recently he wrote a column for the L.A. Times for
26 years. His career in journalism spans half a century, in writing generally sixty years. You can check out
Al Martinez’s blog at almartinez.org/wordpress.

Connecting Business & Community
West Valley News 818.883.3374

SUDOKUGRAMS by Alan Stillson and Frank Longo

For information call 818-347-0590

Logic and Language Linked! A sudoku variation that truly combines logic and wordplay.

Subscribe to the West Valley News

Only $14

The rules of Sudokugrams (see http://sudokugrams.com for more details and sample
puzzles) in a nutshell:
1. Fill in the empty squares with the letters in the Letter Pool, using each letter only once.

• Meet local business and political activists.
• Be involved in a variety of community events.
For a complete list of member chambers,
visit www.unitedchambers.org
Agoura/Oak Park/Conejo Valley Chamber
(818) 889-3150 | Fax (818) 889-3366
info@agourachamber.org
Calabasas Chamber
(818) 222-5680 | Fax (818) 222-5690
info@calabasaschamber.com
Canoga Park/West Hills Chamber
(818) 884-4222 | Fax (818) 884-4604
cpwhchamber@bizla.rr.com
Chatsworth/Porter Ranch Chamber
(818) 341-2428 | Fax (818) 341-4930
bonnee@chatsworthchamber.com
Encino Chamber
(818) 789-4711 | Fax (818) 789-2485
Diana@encinochamber.org
Granada Hills Chamber
(818) 368-3235 | Fax (818) 366-7425
ghcoc@verizon.net

12 ISSUES FOR ONE YEAR

2. Make sure there are no repeating letters in any of the rows, columns, or heavily outlined
2 x 2 boxes.

818.883.3374

3. Form twelve different sets of four letters in the rows, columns, and 2 x 2 boxes so that
each set can be anagrammed (unscrambled) into a common, clean, non-capitalized word.

Greater San Fernando Valley Chamber
(818) 989-0300 | Fax (818) 989-3836
nancy@sanfernandovalleychamber.com

Puzzle Volume 5 Number 1 2009

Regional Black Chamber
818.464.3484 | Fax 818.377.7424
RBCCinfo@yahoo.com

Solution Puzzle December 2008
CALABASAS

X

F

R

A

D

N

E

Z

L

A

T

P

O

E

A

S

R

T

CANOGA PARK
CHATSWORTH

E

RESEDA
TARZANA
WEST HILLS

A

O

D
Letter Pool: T A R Z A N A

WINNETKA
WOODLAND HILLS

L
Get local business and community news at
your doorstep. CALL ED CROWE TODAY!

E

Letter Pool: S A I N T M E L

Rows: DARN, ZEAL, POET, STAR
Columns: RATE, ZAPS, LORD, NEAT
Boxes: RAZE, LAND, PATS, TORE
Note: Other anagrams like RATS are okay.

Reseda Chamber
(818) 345-1920 | Fax (818) 345-1925
akr1920@aol.com
SFV Filipino-American Chamber
(818) 780-9197 | (818) 902-1554
leomaranan@gmail.com
Sherman Oaks Chamber
(818) 906-1951 | Fax (818) 783-3100
info@ShermanOaksChamber.org
Winnetka Chamber
(818) 340-2282 | Fax (818 340-2282
secretary@winnetkachamber.com
Woodland Hills/Tarzana Chamber
(818) 347-4737 | Fax (818) 347-3321
samantha@woodlandhillscc.net
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Managing Change During Downsizing
By Tim Donnelly

Employees who remain at a company after
downsizing can experience low morale with
shaken confidence. You may remain in an
existing job or move into a new job with added
responsibilities. It’s normal to experience a wide
range of feelings:
• Relief that your job remained intact.
• Grief at losing long-time friends and
colleagues.
• Guilt that you stayed when others have lost
their jobs.
• Anger over the few people remaining, having
to tackle the same workload, without added
compensation.
• Questioning yourself as you try to understand
why the layoff occurred in the first place.
• Concern that those who were asked to stay
received little guidance or recognition for
making it through a tough time.
Actions You Can Take
Check your attitude: Be aware that your
expressions, tone of voice, and attitude speak
volumes. Spend extra time considering what
and how you talk with your co-workers and
managers.
Maintain a routine: Chance is, layoffs
have disrupted your workflow. You can be
overwhelmed by an increased workload or feel
like you're floundering in uncertainty. Either
maintain your old routine as much as possible
(schedule, break time, meals) or create a new
one as soon as possible to help you feel like
there is a predictable framework to your day.
Use this as an opportunity for career
growth and development: Whenever
possible, ask for new challenges to expand
your value to the company.
Be flexible and tolerant of “management decisions”: Be prepared to be assigned
to new tasks, new teams, and/or a new boss.
Maintain your sense of humor: Besides
having a therapeutic effect, being upbeat and in
good humor can ease the stress and strain of
those around you.
Steer clear of office gossip: While it’s
great to be informed about the changes, find a
better source than office gossip. Use your down
time at work to focus on something productive
and rejuvenating instead of listening to hearsay.
Expect continual change: Once you’ve
adjusted to a major organizational change, there
is a tendency to breathe a sigh of relief and
“be glad that's over.” In today's market, however,
organizational change is the rule rather than the
exception. Be prepared for more change down
the road, but don’t dwell on it.

These are trying times
By Lance Miller, 2005 World Champion of Public Speaking

It seems all I hear is bad news, businesses failing, loss of jobs,
loss of assets, our state can’t pay its bills, schools closing, city
services canceled on and on. In mid-February, I was speaking at
a conference in Minneapolis. The keynote speaker at lunch asked
who in the audience knew someone who had lost a job. I looked
out over the room over 250 people to see everyone raise their
hand. It is easy to get very discouraged and apathetic about our
future. Times are tough and the future can seem bleak. But this is
when we find out what we are made of.
I am reminded of the days of Joe Montana and 49ers. I am not necessarily a great San
Francisco 49ers fan, but I remember watching so many games that were down to the last 2
minutes and the 49ers needing 2 touchdowns to win and there didn’t seem to be anyway they
could pull it off. But they scored a touchdown, kicked off, recovered the ball and scored again
to win the game in the last few seconds. They did this, not one lucky time, but numerous times.
If there one thing I have learned, it is that how we handle failure and how we handle adversity
determines the true nature of our character and who we really are. Anyone can survive the good
times. I am sure we all know people that are great fun when things are smooth and easy, but
when things fall apart, they do too.
Failure, adversity and challenge allow us to discover our inner strength and the values and
character we stand for. None of us received a “Stress Free Life Certificate” when we were born.
Life is tough. There are floods and earthquakes and fires and droughts and economic
collapses. If we get caught by a fire or a flood or an economic collapse, we have to face the fact
that we did not take the necessary responsibilities to prevent our own demise. It is easy to get
lulled into a false sense of security with modern technologies. But in the end we are responsible
for our own life. And if we choose to not be responsible then we become a slave to the person
who does take responsibility for us.
Like all disasters, this too shall pass. In the end, there will be people who will be defeated.
And, there will be people that rise to the occasion and meet the challenges of the day. People
that discovered their strength and skill and uncovered opportunities. These are players in the
game of life who win when all the odds are against them. These are leaders.
Lance Miller is the 2005 World Champion of Public Speaking with Toastmasters International. He is an
international speaker and speaking coach and lectures on communication, leadership and ethics. For more
information go to www.lancemillerspeaks.com.

Don’t miss the United Chambers of Commerce
of the San Fernando Valley & Region’s 33rd
Annual “Celebrating Business” Recognition
Dinner on Thursday, March 19 at the Woodland
Hills Hilton.
The event features keynote speaker
Assemblymember Cameron Smyth, and master
of ceremonies Stephen T. Holzer, Chairman of
the United Chambers.

Thursday, March 19, 2009
Reception 6:00 pm / Dinner 6:45 pm
Woodland Hills Hilton
6360 Canoga Ave., Woodland Hills
The event will honor businesses, individuals,
and public officials for their exceptional
commitment and service to the San Fernando
Valley region.
Please RSVP by Thursday, March 12.
For information please call (818) 981-4491 or
email DebiSchultze@UnitedChambers.org or
SusanBasler@UnitedChambers.org.

Professional in-demand certificate programs can
offer good alternatives for people seeking new careers.
Los Angeles Valley College’s Extension Program
currently offers 3 great career choices:
Professional Paralegal Academy
Complete in only 11 months!
Legal Secretary Academy
Complete in only 9 weeks!
Human Resources Assistant Academy
Complete in only 12 weeks!
Register 24/7 at www.legalfieldcareers.com
Or call Ric at (818) 997-0967
Enrollment is limited to 25 students. Even if classes
are full when you call, get a jump start and get your
name on the waiting list. Convenient payment plans.

SOUP’S SPORTS GRILL
DONATES $2,500 TO THE
TOPANGA BOOSTERS

Help us make a difference in the quality of life
in Reseda! Visit our new website

www.revitalizereseda.org
REVITALIZE RESEDA - (818) 832-2280

West Valley Library Gets A Helping Hand
West Valley Library has plenty of magazines and periodicals at the community’s disposal, thanks
to a subscription drive spearheaded by Revitalize Reseda. Recent City budget cuts forced the library
to cut a considerable amount of their subscriptions to magazines and periodicals.
Through fundraising efforts, the West Valley Library is now the recipient of two year subscriptions
to 30 periodicals. Now business can go on as usual, and those who utilize the library will once
again have an abundance of magazines at their disposal. This is one more example of how the
quality of life has been improved in Reseda. For more information about Revitalize Reseda, please
visit www.revitalizereseda.org or call (818) 832-2280.

Larry Suppan, Councilman Dennis Zine and Jeff Suppan
owner of Soup’s Sports Grill during the annual holiday
reception at the Third District Council Office in Reseda.

JOIN YOUR LOCAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
FOR GROWTH AND PROSPERITY

The name of Soup’s Sports Grill and Jeff
Suppan will be listed with other local business
and community leaders who will become part of
the history of the new Topanga Police Station as
Topanga BOOSTERS Founders’ Circle Members.

What is the Chamber of Commerce

The Topanga BOOSTERS is a volunteer
support organization made up of business and
community leaders. Its primary mission is to
increase the effectiveness and morale of the
officers and staff of the Topanga Police Station
by raising money for community services,
materials, and equipment not generally supplied
by the City of Los Angeles.

UNITED CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE

“Celebrating Business”
Recognition Dinner

LAVC’s Extension Program is in
Great Hands with Ric Riccobono

A Chamber of Commerce is a voluntary organization that is made up of business owners and individuals
who work together to advance the financial, commercial, and civic interests of a community. Each chamber’s
members are business advocates, public relations advisors and legislative representatives who stay up to date
on city, county, state, and national levels of government and work to promote the most beneficial environment
for growing and thriving businesses. The chamber is the “front door” to the community, a welcome greeting to
newcomers and visitors and a valuable resource to its members.
The San Fernando Valley with a population of over 1.8 million, and tens of thousands of operating businesses,
represent a formidable economic base for individual communities, the City of Los Angeles, the County, and
the State. As a community-based publication, the West Valley News recognizes the great potential that this
represents, and has actively promoted chamber membership to all San Fernando Valley-based businesses.
All chambers of commerce share the same need to attract new members and retain loyal ones, by developing a
message of common purpose, organizing community-building events and networking opportunities—for local
businesses to get maximum exposure and prosper. If businesses are successful, communities will thrive as well.

Visit www.topangaBOOSTERS.org to find
out how you as a business owner or resident
can take an active role and be part of the
Topanga BOOSTERS.

COMMUNITY ADVERTISING AT AFFORDABLE RATES.

Soup’s Sports Grill, where great food and a
welcoming atmosphere come together, is owned
and operated by Milwaukee Brewers pitcher and
San Fernando Valley native, Jeff Suppan,
along with his wife Dana. Soup’s Sports Grill
is designed to have an atmosphere where great
food and great service go hand in hand. As a
member of the community, Soup’s Sports Grill
takes pride in its establishment and ensures
that each of our customers will be more than
satisfied each time they visit us.

CALABASAS / CANOGA PARK / CHATSWORTH / RESEDA TARZANA / WEST HILLS / WINNETKA / WOODLAND HILLS

Visit www.soupsgrill.com to learn more.

If you operate a business or community organization in the San Fernando Valley, contact you local chamber of
commerce and consider becoming a member of the family of businesses in your community.
See Page 4 for contact information. Are you ready to develop your strategic partnerships in 2009!

West Valley News. We Deliver. Call 818.883.3374

Thank you Jeff for your generous donation.
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Community Outreach Editorial Page Sponsored by the West Hills Neighborhood Council
The West Hills Neighborhood Council was organized and elected for the
principal purpose of representing and promoting the interests of those
who live, work, study, pray, or play within the boundaries of West Hills.
The Council provides a forum to the stakeholders of West Hills to hear
and be heard on issues that affect the West Hills community.
To learn how you can participate, please visit www.westhillsnc.org.

West Hills Neighborhood Council
Date Certified: November 18, 2001
Election Date: October 23, 2002
Project Coordinator: THOMAS SOONG
thomas.soong@.lacity.org
Region:
SOUTH VALLEY AREA
Council District(s): 3, 12
Boundaries:
NORTH: NORDHOFF ST.
SOUTH: VICTORY BLVD.
EAST: SHOUP AVE.
WEST: L.A. CITY LiMITS
Meetings:
First Wednesday of every month
Chaminade Preparatory School Auditorium
23260 Saticoy Street, West Hills, CA 91304
7:00 PM
Main Contact:
MICHELLE RITCHIE
Executive Director
Michelle.Ritchie@westhillsnc.org
WHNC 2009 OFFICERS
EDWIN DOCKUS / Co-Chair
STEPHEN LENSKE / Co-Chair
BOBBI TRANTAFELLO
Treasurer
CAROLYN GREENWOOD
Secretary

2009 Board of Directors
Kevin Boal
Shelly Bright
Dan Brin (CC)
Donn Howell
Etan Z. Lorant (CC)
Walter Perfect (CC)
Bill Rose
Charlene Rothstein
Chris Rowe
Barry Seybert (CC)
Ron Sobel (CC)
Jeffrey Stordahl (CC)
Dr. Dan Wiseman (CC)
Joanne Yvanek-Garb
Ed Young (CC)
Jacqueline Young
Ed Youngblood*
Chuck Gremer*

*Past WHNC Co-Chair
(CC) Committee Chair

www.westhillsnc.org
Helping to Guide the Future of Our Community.
A stakeholder makes a presentation before the WHNC
Board at one of the regular monthly meetings.

How Neighborhood Councils Got Started

On May 25, 2001, the Plan for a Citywide
System of Neighborhood Councils was approved
by the City Council through an ordinance. The
Department of Neighborhood Empowerment
(DONE) and the Board of Neighborhood
Commissioners reviewed years of extensive
study regarding neighborhood councils, and
received months of public comment before
presenting a proposed plan to the Mayor and
City Council in December, 2000. For six months,
Council committees received public comment
on the proposed plan, and made revisions before
submitting it to the Mayor for final approval in
May, 2001.
The Plan establishes a flexible framework
through which people in neighborhoods may be
empowered to create Neighborhood Councils to
serve their needs. The Plan also sets minimum
standards to ensure that Neighborhood Councils
represent all stakeholders in the community,
conduct fair and open meetings, and are
financially accountable.
The West Hills Neighborhood Council (WHNC)
was among the first to be officially certified by
DONE in November of 2001.
About West Hills Neighborhood Council
The WHNC was organized and elected for the
principal purpose of representing and promoting
the interests of those who live, work, study, pray,
or play within the boundaries of West Hills. It
provides a forum to the stakeholders of West
Hills to hear and be heard on issues that affect
the West Hills community.
The WHNC Board of Directors is made up of
25 volunteers elected by West Hills stakeholders,
who serve for a term of four years. WHNC
activities consist of holding regularly scheduled
public meetings, the dissemination of relevant
information, making recommendations to stakeholders and officials of the City of Los Angeles
with regard to the improvement and planning
of the community of West Hills, and acting as a
liaison to facilitate and influence the delivery of
City services and City government responses to
the problems and requests of the Stakeholders.

Ed Crowe / Crowe Marketing Design

LAPD Chief William Bratton receives a plaque of recognition from West Hills Neighborhood Council
Co-Chair Stephen Lenske on behalf of the four communities the new station will serve.

REACHING OUT TO THE COMMUNITY
Beginning with this issue, the West Hills
Neighborhood Council has partnered with the
West Valley News for community outreach.
In addition to the WHNC website—which
provides 24/7 access to relevant West Hills
community information—this full page of
editorial content will help the WHNC inform
stakeholders about how the neighborhood
council works. It will also help foster a strong
sense of community by highlighting current
issues of concern and other areas of interest
to West Hills stakeholders.
The structure of the neighborhood council
allows for all people to express ideas and
opinions about their neighborhoods and their
government. Stakeholders have the opportunity
to participate directly as members of the Board
or as members of a Committee.
Committees are composed of both Board
Members and Stakeholders interested in the
ongoing efforts of the Council to monitor and
improve issues related to West Hills.
Committees typically meet on an as-needed
basis and are governed by the requirements of

the Brown Act. West Hills stakeholders are
encouraged to participate in these various
committees in order to make the Council a
more effective body and better able to serve
the needs of the community.
• Bylaws Committee
• Budget / Chamber of Commerce /
West Hills Fall Fest Committee
• Communications Committee
• Santa Susana Mountain Committee
• Emergency Preparedness Committee
• Public & Safety Committee
• Senior Center Committee
• Streets & Transportation Committee /
Street Furniture
• Youth & Education Committee
• Zoning & Planning Committee
Visit www.westhillsnc.org to learn more
how you as a stakeholder can participate and
help guide the future of our community.

THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL SYSTEM

WHNC Quick Reference List of
City Services Phone Numbers
Graffiti Removal

(818) 227-9722
(818) 780-6618
Trash Pick-up/ Large Item
(800) 773-2489
Bulky Item Pick up
(800) 773-City
Health Department
(818) 902-4470
Housing
(818) 756-1180
Landlord/ Tenant Questions (866) 557-7368
All other phone numbers please call 311

Topanga Police Station
Topanga Front Desk
Senior Lead Officer Desk
Community Relations Office
Non-Emergency Dispatch

(818) 756-4800
(818) 756-3070
(818) 756-3180
(818) 275-5273

The goals and objectives of the Neighborhood Council system are to:
• promote public participation in City governance and decision-making processes so that government
is more responsive to local needs and requests and so that more opportunities are created to build
partnerships with government to address local needs and requests;
• promote and facilitate communication, interaction, and opportunities for collaboration among all
neighborhood councils regarding their common and disparate concerns;
• facilitate the delivery of City services and City government responses to neighborhood councils’
problems and requests for assistance by helping neighborhood councils to both identify and prioritize
their needs and to effectively communicate those needs;
• ensure equal opportunity to form neighborhood councils and participate in the government decisionmaking and problem solving process;
• create an environment in which all people can organize and propose their own neighborhood councils
so that they develop from the grassroots of the community;
• foster a sense of community for all people to express ideas and opinions about their neighborhoods
and their government.

Stakeholders listen to a presentation by a LAUSD
representative during a regular WHNC meeting at
the Chaminade Preparatory School Auditorium.
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“THE TENN WAYS TO PROSPER” SMALL BUSINESS SERIES

“WHAT’S YOUR STORY?”
By Ben Tenn, Tenn Consulting

If you own a business, large or small; new or mature; providing services or making or
selling products or something in between, you have a story to tell. Your story is the basis,
the foundation and rational behind you and the reason you are in business.
In spite of the power and importance of your story, my question is this:
What are the words to your story? And how well and often do you tell it?
If ever there was a time to invest in a review of the content, values,
ideas, power and substance behind your story, it is now. I suggest you
begin with the name of your business. Does it clearly, quickly and
simply communicate your story? Then review your logo. Do you even
have a logo or style of writing your company name that adds value to
your business name? If yes, can it be easily read in color and black and
white, whether it is large or small, on paper or on screen?
Now what about your printed collateral material, from business cards to flyers, brochures to
signs. Are they consistent in color, name and logo, size, shape and configuration? Are they all
in good condition, telling your name story proudly and professionally?
Now look at your on-line materials leading off with your web site (check every page for
consistency), your email signature, monthly newsletters, social or business networks from
FaceBook to LinkedIn and more.
Now what about you and your employees. What do they say and how do they say it when
you and they are telling your company story to customers, vendors and investors/business
associates? Do you assume they know what you are talking about even though they have not
yet heard your story before?

FREE Business Counseling
SBA SCORE Program
Counselors to America’s Small Business

Call the Chamber Office to schedule an appointment with
Don Doner/Senior SCORE Counselor

818.884.4222
5 Tips on Advertising Basics
• Be consistent in your ad message and style including business cards, letterhead, envelopes, invoices,
signs and banners.
• Newspapers, radio and TV stations are helpful in producing the advertising that you will be running with them.
• While word-of-mouth advertising has been around a long time, it usually falls short of being able to attract
the number of customers needed to be successful in business.
• Promote benefits rather than features. A benefit is the emotional satisfaction your product or service provides,
or a tangible performance characteristic.
• Know your competitors. Knowing everything about your competitors is just as important as knowing everything
about your own business.

BEHIND THE SCENES
By Patrick Murphy, Special to the West Valley News

Students making a difference — Part 1.
Stephanie Calix.

Stephanie Calix.

Stephanie goes to Washington

Tens of thousands of Americans from every
place in this great nation will be in the Capitol
for the inauguration of our 44th President,
Barack Obama. A small contingency from
Canoga Park High School will also be there to
witness this historic event. For weeks leading up
to this special ceremony a fevered excitement
has been building in every city and town from
coast to coast. The feelings of everyone at
Canoga Park High, the home of the Hunters,
are just as intense. Everyone from principal,
Pam Hamishita, down to the friendly office

staff, and the faculty and all the students is
excited about the upcoming event.
The group from the high school will be led
by a very dynamic student, Stephanie Calix.
Stephanie who is a senior, recently won a CNN
contest entitled “My first Vote” with a video she
made by interviewing members of Canoga Park’s
Historical Society and members of a breakfast
club that consists of History teachers and school
administrators both active and retired.
As a result of winning the contest, Stephanie
has received a trip to Washington DC that
includes passes for four to the inauguration
ceremony and the inaugural ball. She will be
wearing a new evening gown and shoes that
were a present from her very proud school.
She is taking fellow student and very capable
cameraman, Steve Herrera with her. Her
teacher, Valerie Olenick, and her father,
Normal Calix are the two others using the
4 tickets. Stephanie told me that her father is a
huge history buff and can’t wait to see the famous
sights in Washington and attend what will be one
of the most historic inaugurations in history.
Her success has been publicized in an on-line
school board newsletter and the marquee in front
of the school now flashes her name in large
letters congratulating her. She is comfortable with
her new found fame. This is probably because
this isn’t her first winning video. At a summer
camp called “Fresh Film” where teams from
major cities across the country work on making
short films, her comedy video won first place
in the jury judging. In May of 2008, the LAUSD
held a competition and Stephanie directed a
video about Social Networking that won the
district’s first place honors. Her teacher, Valerie
Olenick, describes her as a hard worker who is
very self-motivated.

Lastly, what media have your chosen in the past to tell your story beyond the confines of your
four business walls? Have your media choices been productive and effective (or just the ones
you have always used!) or should you consider testing some of your advertising and promotional
dollars into other media. If you are not investing 25 to 30% of your budget into new areas
worthy of testing, you may be too conservative/in love with the old ways while missing out on
the newer, more effective, more dynamic media options of today.
May you, your story and your business enjoy a prosperous year.
Ben Tenn of Tenn Consulting provides small business management consulting and coaching with an
emphasis on marketing and sales. Tenn, after earning an MBA from UCLA, has enjoyed 35 successful
years of business experience as a corporate executive and small business owner including 11 years at
The Walt Disney Co., 13 years as a business consultant and as an Instructor at UCLA Extension.
For more information, call 818 993 8222 or email btenn@yahoo.com.

818.883.3374

Crowe Marketing Design
Helping Small Valley Businesses Increase Sales and Prosper
ADVERTISING DESIGN / MARKETING COMMUNICATIONS / NEW MEDIA

I met Stephanie in her classroom where I found
her surrounded by fellow students as they worked
on their yearbook project. The classroom was
dimly lit and quiet but it radiated with synergism.
Row after row of monitors resembling small black
monoliths were spread out across the room like
an obsidian forest. Young, intent faces were
reflected in half of the screens. Even if I hadn’t
seen the video I would have know who she was
because of the way everyone was deferring to her.
She was in charge but only in charge of willing
collaborators.
Stephanie’s accomplishments are not just
limited to her artistry as a director of videos.
She is the Year book editor for the senior class,
she is Captain of the softball team, she is a
head cheerleader and she is active in Student
Government. Most of all, Stephanie is extremely
proud of her school. She told me that she had
her pick of which High School to attend. She had
heard rumors about Canoga Park High School.
Rumors that she now avers are totally unfounded.
She says that at any other school she would have
been just another face or number. At Canoga,
she insists, “the teachers really care about you
and really want to make a difference in your life.
“Canoga High School according to Stephanie
“is family.”
Stephanie’s dad persuaded her to try Canoga
Park High School. He graduated at Canoga as
did her sister who now attends Chapman
College. Stephanie grew to not only like the
school but she has become part of the “family”
and her dad is now the Vice-President of the
Booster Club. Stephanie proudly tells how her
father is involved with Mr. Tibbits, a teacher at
the school, in preserving the redwood trees on
campus. A wall is being constructed and the
Booster Club is selling bricks that will become

part of that wall.
It was Mr. Tibbits that made Stephanie aware
of the CNN contest and now she will be meeting
Wolf Blitzer and participating in a bit of history in
the making. She is also planning to make a video
of her experience. If this goes like her previous
works, this could lead to an Oscar or at least an
award at the Sundance festival. That’s a small
exaggeration but I believe there is no limit to
where Stephanie’s talents can take her.

Stephanie is now looking towards a career in
either film documentaries or video journalism.
Stephanie’s teacher, Valerie Olenik, is who she
credits with instilling this new desire in her. Over
a year ago, like many teens contemplating their
future, Stephanie was indecisive. Now, after
learning new skills like Photoshop from Miss
Olenick, Stephanie has a new passion. A passion
that will take her to the inauguration of Barack
Obama that is billed as “A new Birth of Freedom”.
She will have the spirit of the Hunters and her
tireless energy to see her through the longest trip
she has ever made in her 17 years.
In the next edition of the West Valley News
Part 2 of this story will have Stephanie tell us what
she saw and what she did in Washington, D.C.
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CRA/LA West Valley Office
CRA/LA West Valley Office
CANOGA PARK
21500 Wyandotte Street, Suite 106
Canoga Park, CA 91303

RESEDA
18305 Sherman Way, Suite 22
Reseda, CA 91335

818.593.5490 T
818.932.9908 F

818.708.5844 T
818.344.2425 F

www.crala.org

Canoga Park Farmers’ Market Survey
Update on the Canoga Park
Streetscape Project

“ARE YOU PREPARED?”

By Craig Bullock, CRA/LA Associate Planner

Six Thursdays that could literally save
someone’s life!

C.E.R.T. TRAINING IN RESEDA

The Canoga Park Streetscape Project will
begin shortly, when temperatures are forecasted
to be above 50º at night for at least five (5)
consecutive nights. Work will take place at night,
from 9 p.m. to 6 a.m. and it is not anticipated
that any traffic lanes will be closed or rerouted.
Significant efforts have been taken to avoid
negative impacts to your business and traffic
flow along Sherman Way. The entire project
should take an estimated10 to 15 weeknights
to complete.

Starting on Thursday on May 7, May 14, May
21,May 28, June 4 and June 11, we invite all
communities to join us for a FREE series of
Community Emergency Response Team (CERT)
training classes, from 6:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. at
the American Legion Post 308, located at 7338
Canby Ave., Reseda. You will learn hands on
Earthquake Preparedness, First Aid, and Basic
Search and Rescue Techniques taught by the
Disaster Preparedness Unit of the Los Angeles
Fire Department. Sign up NOW!

The Canoga Park Streetscape Project includes
the installation of two Duratherm decorative
crosswalks and the installation of street furniture
on Sherman Way between De Soto and Canoga
Avenues. In addition, sidewalk, curb and gutter
repair will be done along Sherman Way that
should have minimal impact to pedestrians,
drivers and businesses.

Call Revitalize Reseda at (818) 832-2280 or
e-mail revitalizereseda@aol.com. Please provide
your name, address, phone number and e-mail
address.
Contributed by Garth Carlson, RNC

Ready for Big Sunday Projects?

The first phase of the project will be the
resurfacing of two intersections at De Soto and
Owensmouth Avenues along Sherman Way.
The second phase of the project consists of
the installation of the Duratherm decorative
crosswalks. The final phase of the project, which
will be done during the day, is the installation
of the street furniture. Lane closures will not be
necessary for this work.

Big Sunday is a community wide day of service
in which volunteers from communities throughout the southland come together for a two days
and work on projects to improve their community.
The Reseda Neighborhood Council would like
to encourage you to join us on May 2nd and 3rd
to improve our community.
The first step is to identify projects within our
community. Projects may include restoring public
areas to a clean and enjoyable site, helping
organizations to improve their working environment, assisting a Senior or disabled resident
in cleaning and maintaining their property, or
projects that improve the quality of life in our
community.

Sully Miller is the contractor doing the work.
The project is being funded by the Community
Redevelopment Agency of the City of Los
Angeles (CRA/LA) and federal money secured
by Congressman Brad Sherman.
If you have any questions regarding the
project, please do not hesitate to contact Craig
Bullock, Associate Planner for the CRA/LA, at
(818) 593-5490.
DuraTherm is a decorative asphalt surfacing system
designed specifically for high-traffic crosswalks.
Tremendous durability ensures DuraTherm will maintain
it’s bold look for many years. Fast installation means
minimal community disruption.

Ed Crowe / Calabasas Farmers Market

Examples of a few projects that have been done
in Reseda are: Planted trees and shrubbery in
schools and parks, painting the ONE Generation
Senior Center inside and out, a scout group did
a ID kit for children, murals were painted and
medians cleaned and planted.
Can you identify a project in your area? Let us
know at rnc@resedacouncil.org. If you don’t
know of a project, but just want to volunteer go
to www.bigsunday.org and sign up.

DuraTherm is a thermoplastic material that is inlaid into
imprinted asphalt. It is installed flush with the asphalt, as
a result, it is extremely resistant to wear caused by traffic.

Free CFL Light Bulbs:

YOUR OPINION IS VERY IMPORTANT TO US
On behalf of the City of Los Angeles (CRA/LA), Councilmember Dennis P. Zine, Main Street Canoga
Park, Canoga Park/West Hills Chamber of Commerce and the Canoga Park Improvement Association,
we are conducting a survey about the potential for a farmers’ market in Canoga Park.
A Certified Farmers’ Market is a weekly open-air marketplace where California small farmers sell
the fruits and vegetables they grow directly to their customers. In addition to offering a variety of
farm-fresh, California-grown produce, local farmers’ markets provide a regular gathering place for
the entire community. Markets host many kinds of educational workshops, including healthy cooking
demonstrations by chefs and registered dietitians, craft-making sessions for children, and community
nonprofit promotion. By taking a few moments to respond to the questions in the survey you will help
us create a market for the whole community. Thank you in advance for your input.
IPC Integrated Paving Concepts

An example of a Duratherm decorative crosswalk

To download the SURVEY form, please visit www.mainstreetcanogapark.org. For additional
information contact the CPWH Chamber at (818) 884-4222 or Main Street at (818) 346-4892.

The LADWP is delivering two FREE compact
fluorescent light bulbs (CFL) to our residential
customers. Delivery teams will be in your area
over the next few months to provide you with a
bag containing your free bulbs and information
about conservation.
Why is the LADWP Providing CFLs?
CFLs light bulbs are one of the easiest and
most effective energy saving tools available. One
CFL can reduce an annual electric bill by $8 to
$10. Just think of how much money you can save
on electricity if you replaced every bulb in your
home with a CFL bulb! And, the savings continues because a CFL bulb will last 10,000 hours as
compared to 1,000 hours for a traditional bulb.
WHEN YOU RECEIVE YOUR FREE BULBS,
INSTALL THEM IMMEDIATELY AND START
SAVING MONEY!
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One Person’s Perspective

STIMULUS PACKAGE 101
Nearly 80 years ago, Oliver Hardy moaned
to Stan Laurel, “Well, here’s another fine mess
you’ve gotten me into.” Well guess what, we
could be saying the same thing to those who
are trying to fix the economic mess…that they’re
partially responsible for getting us into this fine
mess we’re in.
It took one super-smart person from Harvard
and one genius from Yale to come up with all
that creative financing that has virtually destroyed
our financial markets. Now we have 545 largely
confused and misdirected elected officials trying
to fix the problem.
Why try and create the wheel again when the
easiest way to stimulate the economy would be
to cut the tax rate by one-third—immediately?
A tax rate cut could go into effect now and be
retroactive to January 1, 2009. Federal tax
withholding on workers’ paychecks would drop.
This would immediately put more money into
the economy and stimulate every taxpayer to go
forth and spend.

WEST VALLEY NEWS CONNECTING BUSINESS & COMMUNITY SINCE 2004

Businesses would have to hire more employees
to take care of the demand. Inventories would
diminish immediately and warehouses and
manufacturers would be happily forced back to
full production. This would not be such a bad
thing for retailers, trucking companies and media
sellers; we might even generate enough sales
tax revenue to help many states out of their
financial deficits.
Manufacturers might have to come up with
new ideas to help fill the demand from all the
new consumers with extra money to spend.
Maybe a lot of American technology could come
out of this new idea that if you work harder and
smarter you can have more money to buy more
and more.

$50,000) an enormous amount of previously
untaxed income, under-reported income and
creatively deferred income from previous years,
would be reported. This would bring in billions
of new tax revenues into the government’s coffers.
Imagine if the Capital Gains Tax were reduced
to 10 percent. There would be no need for real
estate 1031 tax-deferred exchanges or other
tax-free havens for large taxpayers. It would be
cheaper to pay taxes than to hire lawyers,
consultants and tax specialists to help defer the
taxes into the next lifetime (or possibly never).
This would be a tremendous windfall for the IRS.
For decades, most large, profitable transactions
have been made with no tax benefits to the State
or Federal governments. With this modification,
the government can tax the billions of dollars
being made through tax-deferred exchanges,
most of which are now tax free.
The only losers I can see in this scenario are all
those hard-working people in Washington D.C.
who are trying to help us out. They will lose
out on their share of the billions and billions
of dollars in “pork” that will be created from all
the bailout programs coming to us in the next
few months.
The way I see it, the new musical play list in
Washington will be more of the same old tune.
The rich will continue getting richer while the
bottom 50 percent of the population, who truly
need help, will end up with the same thing they
have been getting for generations. It’s time to
wake up our elected and appointed officials to
make changes that will benefit all, not just
special interests.

What if the tax rate for wage earners under
$50,000 would only be taxed at five percent?

In their 1929 film, Unaccustomed as We Are,
Ollie lectures Stan on the virtues of common
sense, just before walking into a gas-filled
kitchen with a lit match: “You know, there's a
right and wrong way to do everything.”

Under such a plan, there would be almost no
incentive not to file a tax return. If a delinquent
tax amnesty period was combined with this new
tax rate (at two-thirds of what Americans are
now and taxed at only five percent for the first

Our lawmakers could learn something from
Laurel and Hardy, since they seem intent on
doing things the wrong way…and are about to
walk into an economic kitchen with a flaming
match.

JOIN YOUR LOCAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
FOR GROWTH AND PROSPERITY
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Anecdotes, Interviews,
Bits & Pieces about
West Valley History.

People and Faces You Should Know
Francois Khoury

Sponsored by Robbi & Rickey Gelb

General Manager
Hilton Woodland Hills

Canoga Park and Sister City Taxco de Alarcón
By Ed Crowe West Valley News

Walking into the Community Room at the new
Topanga Police Station during the Founders’
Circle Reception this past November 20th, guests
were impressed at the exquisite presentation put
together by the Hilton Woodland Hills. No detail
was spared with the decorations, the food, the
drinks, the service. Every guest felt pampered
and very special. They knew they were part of
an extraordinary event. The man responsible for
creating this experience was Francois Khoury.
Francois has been at his post as GM of the
Hilton Woodland less than a year but his many
years of experience in hotel management is
reflected in his professionalism and superb taste.
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Members of Friends of Taxco Board of Directors (l-r) Ann Charney, Carol Haddad Immediate Past President,
Councilman Dennis P. Zine, Tess Reyes-Dunn, newly elected President, Jean Jauck, President of the
Canoga-Owensmouth Historical Society.

Friends of Taxco was founded in June, 1963 to conduct a Sister City program under the
People-to-People organization established by President Eisenhower. Canoga Park’s Honorary Mayor
Francis Lederer and his wife Marion were instructed by the Chamber of Commerce to select their
Sister City affiliate. The Lederers’ chose Taxco, Mexico, for its long history, attractive colonial style
and relative nearness in comparison with possible choices in Europe or Asia.
The first delegation of adults from Canoga Park was received with gracious hospitality by the
Tasqueños, setting a welcoming attitude for all future visits between the two communities—people to
people and family to family. Since that time annual youth and adult exchanges have involved people
from California and Mexico, producing enduring friendships and joy to all participants as they
brought together a broad range of professions, beliefs and cultures.
Money given by Friends of Taxco has been matched by the Mexican State of Guerrero and Mexico’s
Federal government and enhanced by volunteer labor from the villages to build 14 rural schools, in
and around the city of Taxco. Playgrounds, classrooms, sanitary facilities, desks, and many other
needed improvements have also been made to existing schools. A memorial fund has been
established to purchase books for the Biblioteca Canoga Park, the first library in Taxco.
The Friends of Taxco’s mission is to cause the people of Canoga Park, California, and the people
of Taxco, Guerrero, Mexico to acquire a consciousness of each other, to understand one another as
individuals, as members of their community, as citizens of their country, and as a part of the family
of nations.
The Friends of Taxco is an active member of U.S./Mexico Sister Cities Association. They are
represented at the conferences and other activities of the Association by the Liaison Chairperson
and other members. Friends of Taxco is always glad to welcome guests and new members.
Friends of Taxco is governed by a Board of Directors composed of executive officers and committee
chair-persons who meet monthly to report on current activities and transact the business of the
group. The general membership of the group meet at a quarterly General Meeting where group
business and activities are discussed and social activities occur.
A social activity is held each month, usually a dinner and entertainment in one of the members
homes. All members and guests are invited to these monthly fundraising activities.
On January 17, 2009, Tess Reyes-Dunn was installed as the 2009 President of the Board of
Directors during the Annual Installation Dinner held at the Canoga Park Youth Art Center in Old Town
Canoga Park.

He started his career in the hotel industry
almost by accident, he says. Francois was born
in Cairo, Egypt. His father is Lebanese and his mother French. He moved to the United States in
1973 and had plans to become a French teacher. Sometime later he met Mary who became his wife.
They have been married for 30 years and are the proud parents of Anthony, who is an attorney.
In search of career opportunities, Francois started working part-time assisting a manager of a chain
of independent hotels for about four years. This lead to a position with Marriott for the next 10 years.
When Euro Disney opened, he jumped at the opportunity to help run the hotels there and stayed for
the next 4 years. Damascus, Syria came next where he worked at an independent hotel before moving
back to America. His now established career took him to San Jose to work for Red Lions, then to
Bakersfield and eventually to Santa Monica. The Hilton in Pasadena came next and Del Mar before
accepting the GM position at the Hilton Woodland Hills, eight months ago. Francois and his wife
Mary live in Calabasas.
All that worldly experience is palpable in everything Francois does in conducting his business as
a general manager and as a new member of the West Valley community.
He wants to be more community oriented by serving directly in various organizations. He currently
sits on the Boards of the Valley Cultural Center, the Tarzana-Woodland Hills Chamber of Commerce,
and the LAPD Topanga Boosters.
He wants to change the image of the hotel by his personal involvement with more friendly,
personalized service. He has already improved the parking issues at the hotel. He has added his
magic touch to the rooms’ decor and the presentation of food and decoration around the hotel.
Because 85 percent of the hotel business is transient during work days, Francois wants to cater
weekends to local events. The Hilton Woodland Hills has 10 meeting rooms that accommodate from
12 to 450 guests. Rates are competitive if you account for the value-added items. His staff are always
prepared to work with all budgets.
Francois wants to work closely with all local chambers of commerce and other non-profits. He is
friendly, accommodating, and always adds a touch of class to every event he and his staff coordinate.
You can call him directly at (818) 595-1000 or contact him via email at francois.khoury@hilton.com.

BUSINESS OR PERSONAL

Web Hosting

From Just $3.99/month!

Dollar-for-dollar, feature-for-feature, you’ll find the Web’s best hosting plans right here.
But our plans aren’t cheap—they're affordable. Big difference!
Plus, all of our state-of-the-art hosting plans come complete with FREE 24/7 technical support.
Check it out! www.crowemarketingdesign.com Click on [Web Solutions].

HISTORY OF TAXCO
The Aztecs founded a city they called “Tlacho” meaning the place of the ballgame. Hernán Cortés
mined tin for his artillery in the area of Taxco:
“I commenced to inquire everywhere if anywhere there was any (tin), and Our Lord, Who takes care,
and has always taken care, wished to provide with the greatest speed, so that I came upon by chance
amongst the natives province which is known as Tachco, certain small pieces of it in the manner of
a very thin coin, and proceeding on my inquiry, I found that in the said province, even in others, it
was used as money; on becoming more familiar with the matter, I learned that it came from the said
province of Tachco which is a 26 leagues distances from this city, and then I learned of the mines
and sent tools and Spaniards and they brought me a sample of it, and at that I gave the order that
they extract all that was necessary, and whatever more may be needed will be extracted, although
with great labor; and even when travelling in search of these metals a vein or iron in great quantity
was found by chance, according to what I am informed by those who say they know it.”
—Cortés, Fourth Letter of Relation, dated in Mexico 15th October 1524, addressed to Emperor Charles V

Taxco was incorporated in 1532. The books in the Court of Letters, Taxco's first-known public
registry, go back to 1529. In 1542 the Mayor, Don Luis de Castilla, was the first Spaniard to make
his fortune from the mines of Taxco.
Two hundred years later, French prospector Joseph de la Borda discovered a rich silver deposit.
Taxco is the world's capital of silver, with over 200 shops and dozens of renowned silver jewelers.
Silver is still the most important aspect of Taxco's economy.
The parish church of Santa Prisca, a 250-year-old baroque-style church, is found in Taxco.
Taxco was named a “Pueblo Mágico” in 2002.
For more information about the Friends of Taxco, contact Tess Reyes-Dunn at (818) 341-9841 or
for inquires about membership contact Maurine Henry at (347-7904).

Blanche Gomez, Mary and Obdulio Galeana, Tess Reyes-Dunn, and Carol Haddad during the annual Friends of
Taxco Installation Dinner at the Canoga Park Youth Art Center on January 17, 2009.
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Topanga Police Station Grand Opening

for visitors. Thank you to all the vendors and
businesses, it was wonderful.

Continued from Page 1

Department, Ventura County Sheriff’s Department,
California Highway Patrol, Los Angeles Fire
Department, and Los Angeles Police Explorers.

We would like to thank all the visitors,
dignitaries, companies, volunteers, and everyone
that came out to support the event and helped
make the Grand Opening a great success.

El Camino High School Choir and Camarata
performed an emotional rendition of our National
Anthem. Topanga received a Native American
blessing and traditional sage burning ceremony
from the Gabrielino-Tongva tribe. Athletes from
the Special Olympics presented Captain John
Sherman with the ceremonial key to the station.

On the Friday following our Grand Opening,
all Topanga personnel were individually
inspected by Chief William J. Bratton. He had
high praise for the men and women of Topanga
and especially for its Commanding Officer
Captain John Sherman whose absolutely
tireless (doesn’t he ever sleep?) dedication and
motivation has truly created the finest Patrol
Division ever.
Topanga station now employs approximately
260 personnel and began serving the areas
of Canoga Park, Winnetka, West Hills, and
Woodland Hills on January 4th, 2009. The
personnel that chose to come to Topanga Station
are some of the hardest working officers in the
area. In the first 3 weeks of being operational,
the officers handled an amazing 266 arrests,
382 filed interviews, and wrote 545 tickets
(hey, let’s slow down a bit out there).

The ceremony concluded with a ribbon cutting
for the Topanga Station and a simultaneous cake
cutting celebrating the LAPD's 140th birthday.

With a new station there will be some change,
and we will work on making the transition as
smooth as possible.If you live in the area
serviced by Topanga and need to speak with
a Police Officer, you will need to know the
address and phone numbers of YOUR new
Topanga Station.

In Topanga’s parking lot, everyone had the
opportunity to see displays such as the various
types of equipment that the LAPD uses around
the city including: the Underwater Dive Unit, Off
Road vehicles, “T-3” electric scooters, S.W.A.T.
tactical equipment, Mobile Command Post
vehicles, and the Los Angeles Police Mounted
Unit just to name a few. There were also displays
of Los Angeles Fire Department vehicles and
some vintage LAPD vehicles.

Your Senior Lead Officers (SLO’s) remain the
same except for the northern portion of West
Hills which is now handled by Senior Lead
Officer Sam Sabra and a portion of Canoga Park
north of Roscoe that will be handled by Senior
Lead Officer Alex Padron. If you are not sure
who your Senior Lead Officer is, then please call
(818) 756-3070 and we will be glad to tell you
who your SLO is and why they are important to
you. We will be changing the names of some
of our Neighborhood Watch meetings to more
accurately reflect the area they serve by “Basic
Car” instead of the rather confusing community
names by compass direction (“South Canoga
Park, North West Hills, etc).

Tours of the new station were given to show
off the 54,000 square foot building with explanations of Detective operations, specialized units
(Gang Detail, Narcotics, Vice), Front Desk, Roll
call room, Equipment room and the state-of-theart Watch Commander’s office.
Topanga Station was built with $36 million
of Proposition Q funds. This was a citywide
Public Safety Bond measure that was approved
by the voters in March 2002.

This editorial coverage of both the Topanga
Station Grand Opening and the Inspection was
contributed by Senior Lead Officer Brent Rygh
and Siena Cawelti.

A great selection of Topanga Area businesses
wanted to share in this historic event and
provided a “Taste of Topanga” with food samples

Topanga Police Station Inspection

Captain John Sherman, Area Commander, Topanga
Police Station during Individual Inspection.

Captain John Sherman, Stephen Lenske, Co-Chair West Hills NC, Joyce Pearson, Chairperson Woodland Hills
Warner Center NC, Bobbi Trantafello, Vice President Canoga Park NC, JJ Popowich, President Winnetka NC .

Photography by Ed Crowe, West Valley News. Connecting Business
and Community since 2004.

Chief William J. Bratton during Individual Inspection
at the new Topanga Station.
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Winnetka Neighborhood Council
Date Certified: July 21, 2003
Election Date: October 23, 2007
Project Coordinator: THOMAS SOONG
thomas.soong@.lacity.org
Region:
SOUTH VALLEY AREA
Council District(s): 3, 12
Boundaries:
NORTH: NORDHOFF ST.
SOUTH: VICTORY BLVD.
EAST: SHOUP AVE.
WEST: L.A. CITY LiMITS
Meetings:
Second Tuesday of the month
Valley Village
Winnetka Ave. Winnetka, CA 91306
6:30 PM

WNC 2009 OFFICERS
JJ POPOWICH
WNC President
P. ARTHUR SIMS
Vice President
ERICK LACE
Treasurer
MARYANN SMILEY
Secretary

2009 Board of Directors
Edesa Aghakhanmoshabad
Armineh Chelebian
Jozef Thomas Essavi
Nina Fomaeva Essavi
TJ Martens
Nalini Natarajan
Tess Reyes-Dunn
Alan Schweizer
Committees
Budget and Finance
Interfaith
Events

www.winnetkanc.com

WNC Reaches Out to the Community

❦ Education, Education, Education: Since
our first year the WNC members have made
By JJ Popowich, WNC President / Managing Editor
education and youth issues a priority. This year
we created the Youth Committee because we felt
The Winnetka Neighborhood Council (WNC) is proud to start off our partnership with the West
that it was so important that we help the next
Valley News, with a recap of one of our best years ever! For those of you who know about the WNC
generation. In addition to the Youth Expo above,
we celebrated our Five Year Anniversary in 2008. Throughout the last five years we’ve steadily
we have approved $2,500 to buy dictionaries,
increased our ability to provide leadership in our community, bring your voice to City Hall, and make encyclopedias and books for the Multicultural
a difference.
Learning Center in Winnetka. We’ve also
The first question everyone asks is what
a ree giveaway and the demonstration and raffle of contributed substantially to school beautification
does a neighborhood council do?
a new eco-friendly battery powered bike provided projects at Sunnybrae Elementary and clean up
efforts at other schools. We’ve started a partnerby Currie Technologies. The event exceeded
The neighborhood council is a group of
ship with Limerick Elementary School to help
stakeholders from the community, elected by the expectations and brought residents and local
fund a monthly newsletter for parents.
businesses together to have fun and learn about
community to represent the community in its
❦ Safety First: The WNC has also been a big
energy conservation that can help the environrelations with the City Council and other City
supporter of safety related issues. This year we
ment
and
save
money
in
the
process.
departments. Your Winnetka Neighborhood
helped
fund gym equipment for the Devonshire
Council consists of 15 Council members
❦ Youth Expo: On October 25th, children and
Division
police station. This station represents
(8 elected, 7 appointed). We currently have three families from all over attended the 2008 Youth
northern
most sections of Winnetka. We’ve
the
vacancies. Council members are advisors to the
Expo at the Winnetka Elementary School to have
also
committed
to a partnership with City of Los
City to let them know what your concerns are
fun, enjoy the food, see shows, and learn about
Angeles
Councilmember
Dennis Zine’s office for
about issues affecting Winnetka and Los
great programs right here in the West Valley. Over
the
purchase
of
surveliance
cameras, and solar
Angeles. In essence we are your voice. The WNC 20 local agencies were present with games and
speed
signs.
We
also
have
committed
resources
has also made its mission to not only serve as
activities. Their representatives were on hand to
working
with
the
Los
Angeles
County
to
advisors but also to have a direct beneficial
give information about how kids and families can
Probation Department in their efforts to keep
impact on our community.
truants off the streets which keeps kids in school
Which leads us to the second question:
and helps prevent graffiti and vandalism among
What has the Council done for the
more serious crimes (see the accompanying
Winnetka community?
article on Page 12).
Throughout the years we’ve held town hall
❦ Parents, students education: On the
meetings on issues affecting our community
evening of June 12th at Sutter Middle School,
ranging from the Orange Line to parking issues.
Public Safety Committee Members, LAPD Officer
We have co-sponsored debates between state
Maldonado, Officer Diaz and Officer Navarro
assembly district candidates. We have worked to
conducted a bilingual presentation regarding
get major streets like Mason Avenue in Winnetka
“Gang Prevention/Intervention” during the
repaved. We have been instrumental in ridding
PTSA parent and student meeting. Dinner was
get more involved with after school tutoring and
drugs and gambling out of Runnymede Park.
provided by the school and the three officers
recreation programs, GED and college classes,
The WNC has formed beneficial working
and career development. This was our first youth passed out brochures and flyers about the
relationships with developers to bring smart
expo and the participation by the community and various programs LAPD offer to elementary
development to Winnetka, and focused on many local agencies was tremendous. Over 400 parents and middle school age youth, such as PALS,
educational and youth oriented programs. But
and children had a chance to find out about these Explorers, Jeopardy and the Boot Camp.
all the above was just the beginning.
valuable services. The names of the organizations Additionally, the parents and kids learned about
Here’s a rundown of some of the tremendous
accomplishments the WNC had in 2008:

Planning & Land Use Management
Public Safety
Public Works and Transportation
Rules, Elections & Bylaws
Youth

WNC Quick Reference List of City
Services Phone Numbers
Graffiti Removal

(818) 227-9722
(818) 780-6618
Trash Pick-up/ Large Item
(800) 773-2489
Bulky Item Pick up
(800) 773-City
Health Department
(818) 902-4470
Housing
(818) 756-1180
Landlord/ Tenant Questions
(866) 557-7368
All other phone numbers please call 311

Way from DeSoto Ave to Corbin Ave. In addition,
the plan called for the placement of river rock
around the signs at the two ends to help set our
community’s signs apart from all the others
along Sherman Way. And what a success it was.
It took the efforts of five years worth of Council
members work, partnering with a host of
community stakeholders and organizations such
as Jacobi Building Supplies, Tarzana Nursery,
Smart & Final, Albertsons, Yolanda’s Bakery,
St. Joseph’s the Worker Catholic Church, Donuts
Plus Depot, Councilmember Dennis Zine, the
Department of Public Works Forestry division,
and a host of community volunteers. Now five
years later we are the talk of the town with our
new medians.

❦ Family Cultural Earth Day: On Sunday,
August 10th, over 10,000 people came to party,
dance, and listen to the music, when the WNC
launched a new community event, the “Family
Cultural Earth Day.” This was part of the Valley
Cultural Center’s Concerts in the Park ongoing
series of free summer entertainment at Warner
Center Park. The Winnetka Neighborhood
Council made its participation in this great
community event very unique by combining
eco-friendly workshops and informational booths
with tips and products on how to conserve
energy. In addition, performances from local
performers showcasing authentic dancing from
India, Taiwan, and Japanese Taiko drums added
a cultural flavor to the event. Also featured were

gang violence, gang attire, gang tagging, and
the danger of associating with gang members.
The parents, students and school staff were
❦ Winnetka Median Project: Five years of
hard work, planning, and cajoling came to fruition appreciative and suggested that this type of
presentation be done more frequently.
in November of 2008 when the WNC completed
its Winnetka Median Beautification project. In our Now you may be asking what’s next?
Part of that is up to you as a stakeholder. The
first year the WNC committed to this major
WNC will continue to focus on education, safety,
community improvement project as a way to
show that Winnetka stakeholders cared about the emergency preparedness, smart growth, and
other vital issues. We’re already starting to plan
community they lived in. The project called for
re-planting of the median running down Sherman See WNC Reaches Out to the Community on Page 12

that made the success of this event possible are
listed on our website at www.winnetkanc.com.
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MESSAGE FROM WASHINGTON FROM…

Sherman’s Right to Clean Vehicles Act Incorporated
in Obama Plan to Reduce Vehicle Emissions
Today, Congressman Brad Sherman (CA-27) applauded President
Barack Obama’s decision to direct the Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) to reconsider the Bush Administration’s past rejection of
California’s request for a waiver to adopt stricter automobile greenhouse
gas emissions standards than those required by national rules—a move that is consistent with
legislation Sherman proposed during this and the previous Congress.
“By allowing California to institute stricter regulations of greenhouse gas emissions from motor
vehicles, President Obama is living up to campaign promises and acting in the best interest of the
planet,” said Congressman Brad Sherman. “This decision truly represents the kind of change from
the recent past that Californians need. We need to seek greater, not lesser, emission standards if we
hope to stem the tide of global warming and to keep our air clean.”
Last year, with record high fuel prices and the overwhelming scientific evidence of global warming,
Sherman and his colleagues introduced the Right to Clean Vehicles Act to immediately grant
California’s Clean Air Act waiver request, which Bush’s EPA denied, and give an additional twelve
states the authority to implement tailpipe emission standards. Senator Barbara Boxer (CA) introduced
similar legislation in the U.S. Senate.
“The purpose of the Right to Clean Vehicles Act was to grant California’s waiver request so that
California and other states could impose stronger vehicle mileage standards. It appears that the
Obama Administration will now grant the waiver that the Bush Administration denied, thus effectuating
the purpose of my bill,” said Congressman Brad Sherman.
The EPA denied California’s waiver request on December 19, 2007 after considering it since 2005.
A number of other states are impacted by the decision, including, but not limited to Connecticut,
Maryland, Maine, Massachusetts, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode
Island, Vermont, and Washington. The Governors of Arizona, Colorado, Florida and Utah have also
committed to the standards.
According to the Washington Post, granting a waiver for California to regulate tailpipe emissions
would affect nearly half the U.S. auto market.

Wal-Mart Employees from the West Hills Store on Fallbrook Ave; Aaron Rios, Senior Manager, Public Affairs,
Wal-Mart; Councilman Zine; LAPD Captain Zingo; LAPD Sergeant Ingram; LAPD Senior Lead Officer Velasquez

Wal-Mart donates $10,000 to Local LAPD Toy Drive
The West Valley LAPD distributed packages from their recent Moter4Toys toy drive to needy
families in the San Fernando Valley on Friday, December 19th. To assist in their efforts, Wal-Mart,
in partnership with Councilman Zine, generously donated $10,000 ($5,000 was in the form of gift
cards) to their cause. Families came by the station to pick up their toy packages throughout the day.

West Valley News. We Deliver. Call 818.883.3374
COMMUNITY ADVERTISING AT AFFORDABLE RATES.
CALABASAS / CANOGA PARK / CHATSWORTH / RESEDA TARZANA / WEST HILLS / WINNETKA / WOODLAND HILLS

Zine Statement on New Special Order 40 Training
As part of my longstanding commitment to public safety, I have worked over the past nine months
to give the Los Angeles Police Department additional tools to combat criminal gang members.
Last April, I introduced a Council motion asking LAPD to modify its
immigration policy known as Special Order 40. This policy prevents
officers from questioning people solely to determine their immigration
status or arresting them only for violations of immigration law.

Sherman Criticizes Citigroup Deal as Rip-off of Taxpayers

My proposal called for amendments to Special Order 40 to require
that LAPD officers notify federal Immigration and Customs Enforcement
(ICE) authorities of known gang members who are in this country
illegally. The motion also affirmed that LAPD has a responsibility and
duty to turn over criminals who are illegal immigrants to ICE.

WASHINGTON – Today, Congressman Brad Sherman issued the following statement concerning
the announcement that the U.S. government will exchange certain securities for Citigroup common
stock:
“It has recently been announced that the U.S government will exchange securities acquired for
$25 billion dollars for 36% of the outstanding common stock of Citigroup. The taxpayers will
continue to own other preferred shares acquired separately for $20 billion.
“At today’s market prices (as of 3:00 P.M. on Friday, February 27, 2009), 36% of the common
shares of Citigroup are worth about $3 billion.
“Based on today’s market value, taxpayers are being ripped off to the tune of $22 billion. The only
thing worse than nationalizing a bank, is to pay for the entire bank, and only get a 1/3rd of it. The
greatest threat is that this transaction will be the model for further multi-billion dollar rip-offs of the
American taxpayer.
“The only way today’s deal is fair is if the preferred shares the Treasury bought last fall for $25
billion are now only worth $3 billion. If we have already lost almost 88% of our original $25 billion
investment, Treasury should announce and explain this to the American people before engaging in
additional transactions with Citigroup.”

KEEPING TRUANTS OFF THE STREETS
By Mary Ann Smiley, Winnetka Neighborhood Council

Los Angeles County Probation Department and LAPD conducted a Multi-Agency Truancy Task
Force on November 21, 2008 at the Winnetka Recreation Center. The purpose of the Operation was
to make contact with juveniles who were not attending school as well as prevent vandalism, theft,
burglary and robbery problems that are by-products of truancy.
By creating a joint agency operation, the goal is not only to reduce crime, but also to get the at
risk youth back in school across the San Fernando Valley. In partnership with Local District 2 of the
Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD), Los Angeles City Attorney’s office, the Department of
Children and Family Services (DCFS), the Department of Mental Health and ten community-based
agencies, the joint-operation addressed some of the underlying issues that create truancy problems
and delinquency.
Each minor was referred to a LAUSD Pupil Service Attendance (PSA) counselor for enrollment
verification and attendance history. From there, each minor was referred to the Probation Department
for a determination of his/her criminal history and legal status. At that point an attempt to contact
each parent was made. DCFS interviewed the youth to determine if he/she had a current case open
or if the minor needed any social welfare services. Once the minor’s parent arrived they were guided
by a Deputy Probation Officer (DPO) who worked directly with each minor (and parent) to identify
any individual or family problems. Based on the assessment, the DPO took the minor and parent to
one or more of the available programs or services/treatment to sign up for services or to pick up
brochures.
For non-probation cases, DPOs attempted to sign up minors for an “at-risk “program. An “at-risk”
program is designed to provide services such as counseling or involvement in positive activities for
youth and families who desire additional exposure to proactive events.
All of the participating agencies believed that the operation was successful. There were a total of
55 minors picked up at this site; 50 of whom were enrolled in the surrounding high schools and five
who were enrolled at alternative schools. Many of these minors were given a citation to report to
court, assigned community service hours, and issued a fine to pay. Overall, the day was successful
and many of the participating agencies are looking forward to the next Multi-Agency Task Force.
These operations will be conducted once per semester. The east San Fernando Valley also had a
similar operation on the same date and picked up a total of 85 minors.

Last October, my motion received a hearing in the Public Safety
Committee. I invited former LAPD Chief Daryl Gates to that meeting
to discuss the original intent of Special Order 40, which he authored in the late 1970s. Through his
testimony and that of current LAPD officials, many common misunderstandings about the
Department’s policy were brought to light.
The truth is that Special Order 40 does allow Los Angeles Police Officers to inquire about
immigration status if a crime has been committed. The order does not prevent officers from arresting
a violent suspect or calling in federal agents to investigate a person they believe illegally reentered
the U.S. after deportation. In fact, Department policy outlines how officers should work with ICE to
enforce federal immigration warrants.
At that October hearing, LAPD representatives testified that all officers would be re-trained to clarify
that Special Order 40 does not prohibit them from obtaining the type of information I called for in my
motion. Department officials further stated that they would report back to the City Council in January
with the details of their new training procedures.
I am pleased to announce that the LAPD has indeed issued new training documents regarding
Special Order 40. However, we have reached the end of January and the Chairman of the Public
Safety Committee, still has not allowed this critical issue to receive a follow-up hearing. The
Department’s modified training can only be successful if it is fully and openly discussed with the
general public. That is why I feel I must share this information now.
I have posted the updated LAPD lesson plan on my website at www.lacity.org/cd3 under “Recent
News.” I also intend to introduce a Council motion next week requesting quarterly reports on the
progress of personnel training and specific numbers of individuals reported and transferred to ICE.
I am confident that these modifications, along with improved oversight, will strengthen officers’
ability to protect and to serve all of us in the City of Los Angeles.

WNC Reaches Out to the Community
Continued from Page 11
other vital issues. We’re already starting to plan
the 2009 2nd annual Family Cultural Earth Day
in August, bigger more workshops more cultural
events in partnership with business, LAFD,

LAPD and stakeholders and raffle of electric
powered bike and bike ride sponsor by Currie
Technologies. Our new Emergency Preparedness
Committee will kick off in January with workshop on “how to survive a natural disaster or a
manmade disaster conduct in partner of the
LAFD and LAPD, Cert trainings, skill mapping of
residents of Winnetka willing to volunteer during
a disaster, install Red Cross emergency triage
centers, hands on training with what to do in
case of Earthquake and much more! All in all we
have seven committees that consist of Council
members and other stakeholders who guide our
efforts. What we need is you, as a stakeholder, to
help us determine what is important to you. So
come to our meetings, provide your input, join a
committee and share your ideas…together we
can make Winnetka a better place to live.
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NEW APPOINTMENTS ANNOUNCED AT VEDC

The VEDC (Valley Economic Development Center) has announced two new positions at
the agency will be filled by long time employees. Warren Cooley has been appointed to
the position of Vice President of Operations and Cynthia Ibarra will serve as the Director
of Business Services. Cooley has been with VEDC for the past seven years and most
recently held the position of Director of Retail and Business Services. Ms. Ibarra has been
with VEDC for eight years and has been the agency’s Director of Marketing and
Development and more recently as the Program Manager for VEDC’s State-wide Small
Business Growth Initiative.

Love Your Heart
By Lori San Martin, Certified Fitness Instructor IIFPA

When people find out I’m a personal trainer, one of the first
questions they ask is; “What’s the best cardiovascular exercise
a person can do?” Cardio simply means to raise your heart rate
and get the blood pumping through the vessels. This helps
burn calories, strengthens your heart, increases circulation, relieves stress, raises endorphins,
(which elevate your spirits naturally) increases flexibility and improves balance. With all of these
wonderful benefits, why not start now?
You hate cardio? Well, join the club. In answer to the question, the best cardio is the one you
love to do. Well, okay, how about the one you hate the least? If you are lucky enough to enjoy
some form of exercise, that is the one you should do. If you hate running, are you likely to keep
doing it? Of course not! Here are some suggestions to help get you started;
Recruit a work out partner. Together commit to a few days a week to do some kind of activity.
If need be, get a few work out partners. Write down the days you will meet and the time you will
put into the activity. With the advent of cell phones it is easier to cancel so vow to commit to one
another to keep these appointments by making them a priority in your life.
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Arlene Bernholtz Named Calabasas Chamber’s
Bill Van Gieson Memorial Award Winner
Arlene Bernholtz, past Marketing Director
of the Calabasas Chamber of Commerce was
recently named the 2009 recipient of the
prestigious “Bill Van Gieson Memorial Award.”
The award Selection Committee made up of
Chamber past presidents and past chairmen of
the board bestowed the award to Bernholtz who
directed the Calabasas Chamber’s membership
development for 13 years and who helped build
the Chamber into one of the most successful
business alliances in the region. Since her retirement in 2007, Arlene continues her numerous
philanthropic, historical, cultural and community
endeavors with the time retirement allows.
The “Bill Van Gieson Memorial Award” was
created to “reflect the pioneering spirit, exceptional initiative and outstanding contributions
to the Calabasas community in memory of Bill
Van Gieson, who is remembered for his creative
leadership in developing Calabasas Chamber
of Commerce activities. Bernholtz is a native
Californian and affiliated with the Calabasas
Historical Society–Past President and Charter
Member; Canoga-Owensmouth Historical Society
–Board Member; California Conference of
Historical Societies–Regional Vice President;
L.A. County Deputy Registrar–Election Division
Precinct Board Member; and Love on 4 PawsPet Therapy Volunteer at West Hills Hospital &
Medical Center. A little unknown fact is that she
is also an avid Mercedes Club enthusiast!

She works from the heart to provide opportunities for people to succeed in all walks of life.”
The award commenced in 1993; it’s first
honoree was Kay Beachy followed by: John &
Juliana Gensley, Barbara Reinike, Dr. Albert
Marley, Bob McCord, Mac & Alice Stelle, Karyn
Foley, Dennis Washburn, Ray Phillips, Phyllis
Power, Wally and Jean Hollenstein, Flo Klein,
Frank and Betty Farmer, Lee Cohen (Pioneer
Legacy Award), Bob Hill, John Boething and
Rodger Sterling.

Calabasas Chamber President and CEO, Carol
Arlene was honored at the Chamber’s January
Washburn stated that, “Arlene’s greatest attributes
30th
Monte Carlo Night & Installation Gala at
are her respect for history, and her boundless
the
City
of Calabasas Library in Founders Hall.
energy and love for and appreciation of others.

818.883.3374

Crowe Marketing Design
Helping Small Valley Businesses Increase Sales and Prosper
ADVERTISING DESIGN / MARKETING COMMUNICATIONS / NEW MEDIA

If you can’t have someone to talk to, try music. Listening to music while walking, jogging,
or biking, whether outdoors or in the gym, can really add to your enjoyment. Get some music
you really love, that has a good beat, and it will actually push you to go faster as you move
to the music.
Vary your routine. Try walking one day, tennis another, go out dancing, roller blade along the
beach. The main thing is to enjoy what you are doing. Figure out a way to make that happen.
Some people listen to books on tape as they walk the treadmill. I easily do an hour spinning on
my stationary bike as I watch Oprah.
There is no better time to start than now. If you only have ten minutes to raise your heart rate,
do it now. That’s better than later, right? Just get out there and move!
Lori San Martin is certified with the International Fitness Professionals Association.
For one-on-one or buddy fitness instruction contact Lori at throwafitt@yahoo.com.

Arthur Sims Jr. wants to change the way the Los Angeles
Community College Board of Trustees does business

VICA Board Member Steve Nissen (NBC Universal), Senator Fran Pavley, VICA Chair Greg Lippe (Lippe, Hellie,
Hoffer & Allison LLP), VICA member Barbara Oberman-Lippe (Barbara C. Oberman Insurance Services, Inc.)
and Senator Carol Liu at VICA’s State Officeholders Dinner.

Volvo of Calabasas unveils Volvo’s new XC60

Alan Schweizer, Winnetka NC Youth Committee Chair, Councilman Third District Dennis Zine, Arthur Sims Jr.,
Arthur Sims Sr., WNC Vice President, during the Grand Opening of the Topanga Police Station.

Local engineer Arthur Sims Jr. is concerned about the Board of Trustees’ inability or unwillingness to be
transparent about the decisions they make. Sims says, “It is imperative that the board seeks out the concerns
and opinions of students, teachers and administrators. Input from all stakeholders must be considered before
decisions are finalized. I believe a Graduation Failure rate of 51% is unacceptable. More must be done to direct
students toward graduation. Counseling and student support must be increased in and effort to remove any
and all barriers which may hinder students from reaching their goals. I believe diverting money toward the
construction of new buildings does very little to increase the student success and the graduation rate. Money
should go, first, to maintaining the existing buildings and ensuring students and teachers have the tools and
a classroom environment conducive to learning. Of lesser importance is the erecting of new structures.
I believe keeping the tuition and lab fees low must be a priority. With university fees and tuition increasing
annually, the community college population has increased by several thousand just this year. Exercising fiscal
discipline and minimizing waste has become more important than ever. The more than 120,000 students served
by the community college district deserve nothing less.”

(l-r) Carol Washburn, Calabasas Chamber President/CEO; Doug Ridley, Calabasas Chamber Chairman of the
Board; Steve Lapin, Volvo of Calabasas Owner; Tony Coroalles, City Manager, City of Calabasas; Mike Abel,
Volvo of Calabasas General Manager.

The crowds were out in force at Volvo of Calabasas to witness the unveiling of Volvo’s new XC60.
The Calabasas Chamber of Commerce and the Volvo of Calabasas car dealership hosted a business
mixer to launch this area’s “From Sweden with LOV Tour.” Chamber members received a full
demonstration of City Safety, the world’s first automatic braking system to come standard. On hand
were Swedish dignitaries, Calabasas Chamber Board Members and City of Calabasas Officials.
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Community News/Calendar
LOW COST OR FREE WORKSHOPS BY VEDC

Clyde Porter West Valley Playhouse

Thursday, March 12
Entrepreneurial Training Mentor Program
VEDC
4:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m.
FREE

Box Office: (818) 884-1907
2009 SEASON
PERFORMANCE

Lori Kaye, a member of Toastmaster Spirit Speaks,
delivers her motivational speech during the monthly
scheduled meeting in Calabasas.

WE INVITE YOU TO MAKE EFFECTIVE
COMMUNICATION A REALITY
If you ever had to stand up in front of a group
and make a presentation about your business—
YOU NEED TOASTMASTERS!
If you ever had to introduce an important person in
a public meeting and panic at the thought because
you don’t know how—YOU NEED TOASTMASTERS!
If you are involved in your community and need to
speak out about what you are passionate about—
YOU NEED TOASTMASTERS!
If you are in a position of leadership and want to
improve your communication skills—YOU NEED
TOASTMASTERS!
Welcome to “Spirit Speaks” Toastmasters
We invite you to attend one of our meetings. No
reservation is required, just show up. You won't be
pressured to speak or join, and there is no cost.
Come prepared to enjoy yourself!
Meetings: 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month
Time: 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm
TV Motion Picture Fund Center
Education Room
Calabasas Road at Mulholland Road
(Right off the 101 Fwy at Valley Circle)
Calabasas, CA 91302
For membership information contact:
Lori Kaye, Vice President Membership
(818) 623-8448
Ed Crowe, Vice President Public Relations
(818) 883-3374 Direct (818) 231-4454 Mobile

http://spiritspeaks.freetoasthost.net/
Monday, March 16, 2009.
9:30AM: Refreshments. 10:00: Program.
Temple Judea, 5429 Lindley Ave., Tarzana.
Rashi’s Daughters, Book #2; Miriam.
Presented by Maggie Anton, Author of projected
Trilogy of Historical Novels.
Programs are free and open to all.
Girl Scouts Kick Off Cookie Season
Girl Scouts of Greater Los Angeles kicks off the
2009 Cookie Program this weekend as thousands
of area Girl Scouts begin taking orders for the
anticipated cookies.
Rallied with not only peanut butter, but minty
chocolate, caramel and coconut, chocolate chip, and
other flavors, Girl Scout Cookie Season in the Greater
Los Angeles Area officially begins Saturday, January
24. Beginning March 6 through the end of the sale
on March 29, Girl Scouts will set up cookie booths
at local businesses and storefronts.
Nearly 4,000 Girl Scouts and volunteers of the area
council anxiously geared up for cookie season last
Saturday for the inaugural 2009 GSGLA Cookie
Kick-Off Celebration at Hollywood Park Race Track.
The festival was the first event hosted by the newly
formed Girl Scouts of Greater Los Angeles. More than
80 groups and organizations hosted booths at the
event, including the California Science Center, the
Los Angeles Kings, the American Red Cross,
Pasadena Credit Union, Universal Studios, Center
Theatre Group, American Girl, and Gift of Caring
Program Partner Operation Gratitude.
All proceeds from the sale of Girl Scout Cookies
benefit girls in the community in which the cookies
are sold. The Girl Scout Cookie Program is not only
the source of an American icon, but it is the country’s
largest business and economic development program
for girls.
For more information on Girl Scouting and Girl Scout
Cookies in your area, visit www.girlscoutsla.org
or call 1 888 GSGLA 4 U.

Tuesday, March 17
Advanced E-Commerce
VEDC West Valley Business Program
7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.
Canoga Park Community Center
7248 Owensmouth Ave. Canoga Park
$10
Thursday, March 19
Web 101
VEDC
4:00.-6:00 p.m.
FREE
Saturday, March 21
Business Survival Skills in a Bad Economy
VEDC
9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
$10
Wednesday, March, 11, 25
All About Business Loans
VEDC
4:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m.
FREE
Wednesday, March 18
Mini Boot Camp for Contractors
Pierce College
5:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.
FREE
Wednesday, March 25
QuickBooks Tutorial
VEDC
9:00 a.m.-11.30 a.m.
$10
All VEDC workshops at:
VEDC (Valley Economic Development Center)
5121 Van Nuys Blvd. 3rd Floor, Van Nuys
Call for information or reservations (818) 907-9922

SHOW CATEGORY

Go Back For Murder / Agatha Christie
You Can’t Take It With You / Kaufman and Hart

Bus Stop / William Inge
Summer Musical (To Be Announced)
Social Security / Andrew Bergman
On Golden Pond / Ernest Thompson

Mystery
Comedy
Comedy/Drama
Musical
Comedy
Comedy/Drama

DATES

Jan 30 – Feb 22
Mar 27 – Apr 26
June 5 – June 28
July 31 – Aug 30
Sept 25 – Oct 18
Nov 20 – Dec 19

Visit our website for abstracts about each show. Show titles subject to change.

www.whctheatre.com
You Can’t Take It With You by George S. Kaufman and Moss Hart opens March 27, 2009.
The Pulitzer Prize Winning Play which became an Academy Award winning Motion Picture “You Can’t
Take It With You” by Kaufman and Hart introduces us to the Sycamore family. At first the Sycamores
seem mad, but it is not long before we realize that if they are mad, the rest of the world is madder. In
contrast to these delightful people are the unhappy Kirbys. The plot shows how Tony, attractive young
son of the Kirbys, falls in love with Alice Sycamore and brings his parents to dine at the Sycamore
home on the wrong evening.
“Bursting with vernacular wit, farcical ingenuity, and theatrical panache, this play has remained a
beloved favorite and exuberant reminder of Broadway in its glory days.”
All productions are done under a special agreement with Actors Equity Association
You Can’t Take It With You will run Thurs., Fridays, Saturdays 8:00pm. Sundays 2:30pm.
Ticket Prices are $25.00 NO PERFORMANCE APRIL 12TH
Senior and Students $23.00 with group rates available for 10 or more people.
Clyde Porter’s West Valley Playhouse 7242 Owensmouth Ave., Canoga Park, CA 91303
_______________________________________________________________________

Madrid Theatre
www.madridtheatre.org

Cinema Heritage Project seeks volunteers
The Cinema Heritage Project, a nonprofit organization that presents movies at the locations where they were made,
seeks volunteers to assist in planning, marketing, event setup and coordination of guest talent.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY ANNOUNCES
ANNUAL GARDEN FESTIVAL

Cinema Heritage Project events include appearances by cast and crew members, as well as site tours and insights
presented by local historians and film experts.

Bea Berman, vice president of the Chatsworth
Historical Society announced that Sunday, April 26,
2009 is set for their Annual Garden Festival. Berman
will again chair the popular event that runs from
11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

For information, email to info@cinemaheritage.com, call (818) 348-8657 or visit www.cinemaheritageproject.com.

A highlight of the day is the Duchess of Devonshire’s
High Tea served from 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the
beautiful gardens at The Homestead Acre, 10385
Shadow Oak Drive. Featuring hot tea served in china
teapots and cups, homemade tea sandwiches, cookies, scones, cake and fruit, patrons will be served by
volunteer school children and youth groups of the
area. Former caterer and CHS docent, Jelena Csanyi,
will be returning as chairperson of the tea, Berman
stated. In addition to the entrance donation, the cost
of the tea is $7.00 per person. Reservations are not
required. It is first come, first served.
Garden clubs will participate with booths available
all day giving information and demonstrations.
Community groups will showcase their particular
projects. Chatsworth Dance Centre will provide a
Polynesian Dance Revue at 2 p.m. A quilting display
from the Veterans Quilt Project will take place as wells
as vendors with colorful booths and merchandise. A
homemade bake sale, a white elephant booth, a live
plant sale, and arts and crafts will add to the variety
of events. Tours of the Hill-Palmer Cottage will be
available from 12 noon to 3 p.m.
Shuttle buses will bring patrons from the Chatsworth
Depot where there is plenty of free parking. Shuttle
will run to and from The Homestead Acre every 15
minutes from 11 a.m. until 4 p.m. The Homestead
Acre is located within Chatsworth Park South at the
west end of Devonshire Street.
CHS volunteers will provide homemade baked goods
at reasonable prices. There are hot dogs and sandwiches for sale as well as drinks with all the proceeds
going to the upkeep of the Hill-Palmer Property. The
1.3-acre historic property, settled in 1886 by James
David and Rhode Jane Hill, is owned by the Los
Angeles City Department of Recreation and Parks with
the Chatsworth Historical Society as Conservators.
Donations are $4 for adults or seniors, Children $1
and kids under 5 are free.
For information call 818.882.5614 and leave message.

The Al Martinez Topanga Writers Workshop
For writers, young and old, amateurs and professionals, students and teachers.
The Topanga Writers Workshop conducted by Pulitzer Prize winning journalist and author Al Martinez, is
now open for applicants in 2009. The workshop is composed of two three-hour sessions on succeeding
Saturdays every week at his home in Topanga; six hours for $300. Workshop sessions are limited to eight
applicants. The sessions will cover essays, journalism, books and magazines, fiction and non-fiction and
some television writing. To sign up, contact Al Martinez via email at almtz13@aol.com, or by phone
at 310.455.1336.

ANNOUNCING THE 2009 VALLEY CULTURAL CENTER MUSIC COMPETITION
Winners will be given the opportunity to perform at
a Valley Cultural Center Concert in Warner Park.

Category II

Applicants should complete the form below, send a
letter of recommendation from their school or private
instructor and a tape recording or CD of their
performance. The student may select any two pieces
for the recording. A panel of judges will determine the
finalists who will be asked to play in person for the
judges. Tapes and CD’s will become property of VCC.

$1,025 award matched by a scholarship to Idyllwild
Summer School of Music & the Arts for a total award value
of $2,050 OR $1,025 cash award
(for music education).

Applicants should include a letter explaining how they
would like to use the award/ scholarship to further
their music education. All applicants need to live in
or attend a school within the San Fernando Valley.

PEARL CHRISTLIEB AWARD: INSTRUMENTALIST

Category III
ARLEY JEANNE BEAUVAIS AWARD: SOLO HORN
$500 award matched by a scholarship to Idyllwild Summer
School of Music & the Arts, for a total award value of
$1,000 OR $500 cash award (for music education).
Category IV
TERRY AND ELIZABETH DADD AWARD: GUITAR

Open to Junior High and High School music students
age 12-18
Category I

$500 awarded to the best guitar performance
(for music education).
Category V

LOIS CURRAN-KLEIN AND DAVID KLEIN,
ROSE SULLIVAN AWARD: KEYBOARD
$1,075 award matched by a scholarship to Idyllwild Summer
School of Music & the Arts for a total award value of $2,150
OR $1,075 cash award (for music education).

ABE & RUBY LANDAU, ROBERT GLADSTONE
AWARD: VOCALIST
$500 awarded to the best vocal performance
(for music education).

NOTE: Finalists subject to final review by Idyllwild Summer School of Music& the Arts.
VALLEY CULTURAL CENTER AWARD FOR MOST PROMISING MUSIC STUDENT: $250
DEADLINE FOR ENTRIES: Postmarked by March 31, 2009
COMPETITION: April 11, 2009
SEND ENTRIES TO: Valley Cultural Center 21550, Oxnard Street, Suite 470, Woodland Hills, CA 91367
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BUSINESS & OTHER SERVICES

CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED RATES ARE $20 PER INCH

6 MO. $108 – 12 MO. $189
FAX YOUR AD TO WEST VALLEY NEWS 818.883.9678
VISA & MASTERCARD ACCEPTED
(6 Months Minimum Placement for Classified Ads)

WORK FROM HOME

CUSTOM STAINED GLASS

SHOP WITH CHAMBER MEMBERS
FOR QUALITY AND SERVICE

SPECIAL EVENT CATERING

Michael Hattar
General Manager
(818) 713-1776

CUSTOM FRAMING

Buffet To Go!

Pick it out, pack it up and go!
Soup & Salad Lunch or Dinner $3.99
Buffet To Go Choose any combination of our buffet items $5.99L/$7.99D
Choice of Sides each $1.99

Promote Your Business with

24/7 WEB PRESENCE
Mention this ad and get $99 OFF the base web package.
Home / About Us / Services / News / Contact Us
Five Page Basic Professionally Designed Template-Based Website
$599 includes FREE domain name registration for one year.

818.883.3374

6705 Fallbrook Avenue, Canoga Park, CA 91307

818.883.3374
www.crowemarketingdesign.com

WHY WAIT FOR TOMORROW TO START PROMOTING YOUR BUSINESS...

GET YOUR WEBSITE TODAY!

WEST VALLEY NEWS BUSINESS BY REFERRAL
ACCOUNTING/BOOKKEEPING
CE’S Bookkeeping Service
Bobbi Trantafello
7028 Owensmouth Ave. Suite 102
Canoga Park, CA 91303

(818) 883-3899

Subscribe to the
West Valley News
(818) 883-3374

Only $14

West Valley News
(818) 883-3374
Community Advertising
M (818) 231-4454
www.crowemarketingdesign.com
AUTO BODY
Canoga Auto Body
Todd Dillmann
7319 Canoga Avenue
Canoga Park, CA 91303

(818) 347-6583

RETIREMENT LIVING/LEISURE CARE

Alex Soteras
asoteras@yahoo.com

Fairwinds West Hills
Rick Waugh
8138 Woodlake Avenue
West Hills, CA 91304

12 ISSUES FOR ONE YEAR
Get local business
and community news
at your doorstep.

(818) 876-9913

FINANCIAL ANALYSIS/PERSONAL
Primerica
Philip Imhoff
303 N. Glenoaks, Suite M-195
Burbank, CA 91502

ADVERTISING/GRAPHIC DESIGN
Crowe Marketing Design
Ed Crowe
8378 Sale Avenue
West Hills, CA 91304

MORTGAGE RATES ARE LOW AGAIN

(818) 713-0900

(818) 559-9771
SWIMMING POOL SERVICE
Cleaner Pools
Matt Poshepny

(818) 635-3339

NEUROSURGICAL & SPINE INSTITUTE
West Hills Hospital
Physician Referral Hotline
7300 Medical Center Drive
West Hills, CA 91307

(818) 676-4321
Advertise for one year and get your contact information
listed in BUSINESS BY REFERRAL free of charge.
You also get a FREE business profile with photo.
A value of $250.
Classified ads not included in this offer.

ADVERTISE IN THE WEST VALLEY NEWS. COMMUNITY ADVERTISING AT AFFORDABLE RATES. 818.883.3374
C A L A B A S A S / C A N O G A PA R K / C H AT S W O R T H / R E S E D A / TA R Z A N A / W E S T H I L L S / W I N N E T K A / W O O D L A N D H I L L S
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CELEBRATING 5 YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY

