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Music Day at the Madrid Theatre Highlights Education
“Extensive current research confirms that
teaching music as a discipline helps students
achieve better academically in all areas—
especially in reading, reasoning and math.”

Stimulus Funds for
your Small Business
It has been more than two months since the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act
was approved and small businesses have been
waiting to see some benefits from it. Most
government agencies have received their funds
and are being prodded by the Obama administration to spend the dollars quickly.

By Ed Crowe / West Valley News

The statement above by Teaching Artist
Kjrste Hillig from the M.U.S.I.C. Foundation
underscores the importance of the arts in
education and of music in particular.
The Madrid Theatre, the anchoring cultural
venue for Main Street in the arts district of Old
Town Canoga Park, hosted on the evening of
April 23, 2009 “A Night of Sounds,” a musical
presentation that brought to the stage a live
performance by students of Reseda Elementary
School and entertainment by notable professional
musicians David Garfield & The Cats.

The Economic Alliance's website at
http://alliancesfv.toolsforbusiness.info
has information and resources to help businesses
gain the most from the Recovery Act (ARRA).
Here are some highlights:
Where to find approved infrastructure projects.
See Stimulus Funds for Business on Page 13

Stephanie Edwards, Rose Parade, Radio/TV
Commentator acted as the Master of Ceremonies
for the evening’s program. A professional of the
highest level who believes in the core mission of
the M.U.S.I.C. Foundation.

Bowling4Boosters Scores
a Strike First Time Out
See related story on Page 9

Organizing an event for the first time to help
increase awareness about the importance of
music in education is not an easy task. But
M.U.S.I.C. Foundation Vice President Mark
D’Amato did a terrific job. He pulled all the
strings in the music industry and contacts in the
community to bring it all together on the stage.
Kristin Thibideau, as community liaison,
was a great host helping communicate the
mission of The M.U.S.I.C. Foundation to partner
with local elementary schools to provide
students the opportunity to make academic
advancement through studying music.

Ed Crowe / Crowe Marketing Design

Kristin Thibideau, M.U.S.I.C. community liaison & fundraising, Stephanie Edwards, member of the M.U.S.I.C.
Foundation advisory council, Kjrste Hillig, Teaching Artist and Board member of the M.U.S.I.C. Foundation,
before “A Night of Sounds” presentation at the Madrid Theatre in the arts district of Old Town Canoga Park.

Z-Awards for Exzellence Draws Record Attendance

See M.U.S.I.C. in Education on Page 8

Canoga Park Neighborhood
Council introduces new logo
By Freddy Carrillo, CPNC President

INSIDE

A new CPNC logo
design was approved
on April 22, 2009. A
committee was formed
last year in order to
redesign the old logo
into a modern design.
Our thanks to Ed Crowe,
from Crowe Marketing
Design in West Hills,
for his creative work.
He designed the logo
with input from CPNC
Board members and community stakeholders. The
new logo consists of design elements that relate to
the community of Canoga Park. The sun represents
the bright future of the community. The silhouette of
a Spanish Mission is symbolic of the early regional
cultural influence. The Madrid Theater stands as the
anchoring venue for Main Street Canoga Park. And
the All-America City colors, are symbolic of the spirit
and unity of a community working together. A special
thanks to Michael Sirota, Bobbi Trantafello,
Jean Jauck, and Dan Brin for their participation.

Alex Soteras
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SOTERAS MORTGAGE
Commercial / Residential

DrPersky.com
Laser Skin Science that Delivers
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Harvey Branman / Photography As An Art

(L-R) Event Chair Rickey Gelb with honorees, Deputy Brad Johnson, Officer Andre Baydaline, Scholarship
Recipient Chana Sachs, Captain Bob Mihlhauser, DDA Nicole Flood, Detective Clarence Speer, Sergeant Adrian
Torres, Detective Joel Price, accompanied by Chief William Bratton and Councilman Dennis P. Zine.

West Hills
Neighborhood Council

This year because the number of attending guests surpassed the capacity of the regular venue at
the Hilton Woodland Hills, the 7th Annual Z Awards luncheon was held at the Marriott Warner Center,
on April 23, 2009. The event gets bigger and better every year.
The Z Awards for Exzellence, named after L. A. City Councilman Dennis P. Zine, celebrate the many
accomplishments of the State, County, and City employees who go above and beyond what is expected
of them, in order to serve the people of the Third Council District and the City of Los Angeles. “This
is our way of recognizing the work they do and a chance for us to say “Thank you.” Remarked Zine
during his presentation.
Congratulations to all the honorees (pictured above) and to the Z Awards organizing committee under
the leadership of Chair Rickey Gelb and Event Coordinator Gloria Pollack. An exzellent job.
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From the Publisher’s Desk
If you and your business survived the current economic storm, you’ll be
that much stronger when new opportunities and recovery come around.
If you stumble and fall, get up and keep going. Develop an strategic plan
and revise and adjust your goals, as often as necessary, to achieve your
ultimate goals—both personal and in business.
It does help to have a direction. Just like going on a road trip. You need
a destination and some idea and plan on how you are going to get there
and back. Without it, you’ll just drift along and you may not get anywhere.
According to Jonathan Goldhill, The Growth Coach, “firms are growing
again. There are reports of positive results.” He writes “Is it that 'hope
springs eternal' for the economy or for entrepreneurs? Surely, entrepreneurs
are a more optimistic bunch of people because they’re more in control over
their own destiny.”
The phrase I published on the last issue, applies again, “The Best Way to Predict Your Future...
is to CREATE IT.” So go ahead. Create your own destiny.
On a personal note, we’re rapidly approaching mid year and the coming of summer. In my case,
the month of June is full of birthdays and graduations, besides Fathers Day. My father on June 1st
will still be a teen at 8+6. HAPPY BIRTHDAY PAPI. On June 2nd my youngest daughter Taryn will
celebrate the anniversary of her arrival to this world. I won’t say how old she will be. I will say
however, that I am extremely proud that on June 20th, she will be conferred the degree of Masters
of Arts in Education and Teaching Credential from the Graduate School of Education and Psychology
at Pepperdine University. We will add another talented and dedicated teacher to the Crowe family.
I, too will become a teen in the month of June. As rare as it may sound, my father and I will be the
same age in teen years. You can do the math and figure it out.
Birthdays, weddings, anniversaries, and graduations, represent new beginnings and a time for
renewals. Any motivation to look ahead with optimism to a brighter future. Yes, these are challenging
times but we must find the strength and creativity of new ideas to move forward.
This is a time to work together as professionals, communities, and families. Let’s develop strong
strategic partnerships to grow and prosper. There is only room for big ideas. Stop complaining.
Focus on the solutions not the problems. Happy everything!

Topanga Boosters receives $1,000 donation
from Wells Fargo Topanga Canyon Branch
The Topanga BOOSTERS is a volunteer
support organization made up of business and
community leaders. Its primary mission is to
increase the effectiveness and morale of the
officers and staff of the Topanga Police Station
by raising money for community services,
materials, and equipment not generally supplied
by the City of Los Angeles.
On Thursday, May 21st., Wells Fargo Topanga
Canyon Branch Manager, Elizabeth Alaniz,
presented a check for $1,000 to the Topanga
Boosters. Receiving the donation were Topanga
Area Commanding Officer Captain John
Sherman, Ed Crowe, Topanga Boosters Vice
President of Community Relations, and Sgt.
Kim Harper, Topanga Station Community
Relations Officer in Charge.

DR. PERSKY FIRST FACIAL PLASTIC SURGEON TO OFFER FRAXEL RE:PAIR IN LOS ANGELES

LASER SKIN SCIENCE THAT DELIVERS
Fraxel re:pair™ treatment is a revolutionary new way to correct aged and damaged skin—without the prolonged
downtime or adverse reactions of other resurfacing procedures. Michael A. Persky, MD, FACS is proud to be the
first physician in Los Angeles, and one of just twenty in the world to offer all of the Fraxel laser treatments to his
patients. Patients look years younger in a natural way, avoiding that “plastic, unnatural” appearance.
Who are candidates for Fraxel re: pair treatment? Both men and women from ages 35 to 85 who want
to improve their appearance. In younger patients who desire natural tightening of their face as well as reduction
of early signs of neck-jowl aging, it is a perfect treatment. It is a pre-emptive strike against a face lift and in
many people will prevent the need to ever consider a face lift. In older patients, it dramatically reduces wrinkles,
lax skin, and brown/red sun damage. It also corrects surgical, traumatic, and acne scarring.

The presentation was made during the
Grand Opening/Ribbon Cutting and CPWH
Chamber business mixer. Also present at the
event were Marla M. Vasquez, Wells Fargo
Topanga Area Commanding Officer Capt. John Sherman,
San
Fernando Valley Division Regional
Elizabeth Alaniz, Wells Fargo Topanga Canyon Branch
President and Damien Haitsuka, Wells Fargo
Manager, Sergeant Kim Harper, Community Relations
Officer in Charge. www.topangaboosters.org
Community Banking District Manager.
Calabasas
Canoga Park
Chatsworth
Reseda
Tarzana
West Hills
Winnetka
Woodland Hills

What does the treatment do? In patients with wrinkles and lax skin of the face and neck, the treatment will
tighten the skin, removing years from your appearance—and keep them off. The treatment can tighten wrinkled
and loose skin around the eyelids, crow’s feet, jowls, and neck. It is also effective on the chest, hands, and arms.
Skin tone and texture has a healthy natural glow.
How many treatments will I need, and how quickly will I see results? In most people, maximum
results are realized in just one treatment session. This system was specifically engineered to tailor the treatment
to your individual needs. Some patients may request a second treatment for even more improvement.
How long does it last? Based on our experience with CO2 lasers, we know that the results are long term.
Though unfortunately, the aging process continues, you will always look younger. Depending on the individual,
the treatment may be repeated in 6 to 10 years.
What is my downtime? If you have deep, severe sun damage, you can be treated more aggressively which
can mean up to a week of social downtime. A more gentle treatment with less downtime is also available for
those with mild sun and skin damage. No matter your situation, remarkable results are created without the
prolonged recovery time and complications of other procedures.
What’s the cost? The cost is a fraction of the cost of a face lift, neck lift, and eyelid lift, without the costs
of an operating room or anesthesiologist, as the procedure is performed in our office.
What about pain? Topical numbing gel and oral medications allow for patient comfort during the 30 to
45 minute procedure.
What about after I heal? Protect your investment by using proper cleanser, moisturizer, and sun block.
We can recommend the products that best fit your individual needs.
The effects of time, sun, pollution, fatigue, and stress add up to keeping your skin from looking as young
as you feel. The solution is here. With revolutionary Fraxel re:pair laser technology, Dr. Persky will help you
to restore your skin to its natural, original, radiant glow. Never before has there been such an effective,
non-surgical, non-invasive way to tighten the skin and remove years from you appearance.
Our practice is dedicated to helping patients achieve the best possible results in their appearance. Solving various beauty
challenges has become easier and safer. To schedule a consultation, call Felicia Baselli at (818) 501-3223 or visit
www.DrPersky.com. Dr. Persky’s office is located at 16311 Ventura Blvd., Suite 600, Encino, CA 91436.
Mention this article and receive 20 units of Botox Cosmetic when scheduling and receiving a Fraxel re:pair treatment.
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LETTERS
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Write

Managing Editor, West Valley News
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AL MARTINEZ
Al Martinez is a Pulitzer Prize winning essayist, author of a dozen books,
an Emmy-nominated creator of prime time television shows, a travel
writer, humorist and general hell-raiser. Try him. He’s addictive.
almartinez.org/wordpress

Tel / Fax 818-883-3374 / 818-883-9678
Include name, address, and daytime telephone.
Letters may be edited for clarity and length.

Dear friends,
The journey of a thousand miles begins with a
single step. On May 19th, the citizens of Los
Angeles took a gigantic leap toward changing
Los Angeles. I am humbled and honored to the
voters for putting your trust and faith in me. I will
not let you down. I am excited to begin working
with our best and brightest legal professionals
to reform the office of City Attorney and to bring
honesty, integrity and transparency to City Hall.
As my transition gets underway in earnest, I will
keep you posted.
It's a new day and I see a brighter tomorrow.
I see a Los Angeles where we can measure our
progress by the quality of our lives—the purity
of our air and water, the safety of our streets, the
quiet enjoyment of our neighborhoods, and the
excellence of our schools. As your City Attorney,
I will work with every fiber of my being to be the
people's lawyer—a true advocate for a better
Los Angeles. Though I do not formally take
office until July 1, my work for the people
begins today.
Once again, I thank you.
Yours Tru-ly,
Carmen “Nuch” Trutanich

Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa, Councilman
Dennis Zine, and City Attorney-elect Carmen
“Nutch” Trutanich, during the Memorial Day
Parade in All-America City Canoga Park.

In Memory of Our Friend Dwight Burgess.
Dwight was an active member of the Winnetka
community and participated along with Marilyn
Robinson in many local community events.
He was all about community service.
Dwight will be greatly missed.
A memorial service will be held on Thursday,
June 4, 2009 at the Canoga Bowl, on Vanowen St.
in Winnetka at 6:00 PM.

Subscribe to the West Valley News
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818.883.3374
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The Way We Were
It is a day of unrelenting light in Southern California, a moment in the burgeoning spring that
forces the sun into every crevice of one’s life, whether he wants it or not. I am writing in our
gazebo where diagonals of light trace criss-cross patterns on the tiled floor, and the warmth on
my back offers relief from autumn’s chill.
Given all of that, it is not a happy time for me. I am saying goodbye to the Seattle Post
Intelligencer, the Rocky Mountain News, the Tucson Citizen and, perhaps, to all of print journalism. Goodbye, goodbye, goodbye and goodbye. Newspapers that I have never read or don’t
know about, strangled into silence by the foundering economy, have shut down and others, like
the San Francisco Chronicle, may soon turn off the lights in their news rooms.
Some have fled into digital journalism, struggling to survive in an arena that requires a new
way of thinking, blasting news, as it were, into cyberspace and hoping that the next generation
of readers will be willing to abandon coffee and the morning paper for flashes of information
on a computer screen.
I hope nothing but the best for those who rush into the new era, including the newspaper I
recently left, the venerable Los Angeles Times, but Like many older readers, if the day ever
comes when daily newspapers no longer fill the street corner racks or thump on my doorstep
in the morning, I will be even more disconnected from this world than I already am.
I fell in love with newspapering in high school, and when I was hired by the 30,000-circulation Richmond Independent in 1952 I felt that my life had begun. They were the glory days.
Newspapers were the primary source of information, straddling an era characterized by plays
like “The Front Page,” with its lunatic take on the boozy, low-paying kind of journalism that
existed in the ‘30s, and “Foreign Correspondent,” idealizing the dedicated war correspondent
who would risk his life to bring us the news during World War II. We were a combination of
Ernie Pyle and a Broadway drunk.

WEST HILLS
WINNETKA
WOODLAND HILLS

Get local business and community news at
your doorstep. CALL ED CROWE TODAY!

The Valley Economic Alliance President and
CEO Bruce D. Ackerman, CCE, was just awarded
the prestigious Golden Bear award given by the
California Association for Local Economic
Development.
The Golden Bear is given each year to honor an
individual who has shows extraordinary vision,
drive, enthusiasm, creativity and commitment to
the economic development of California.
Ackerman was presented with the award during
CALED’s annual conference in Monterey on
April 16 for his many contributions to economic
development. This award is the highest and most
sought after of its kind, in the state of California.
Ackerman’s professional career has included
serving as the CEO of four local Chambers of
Commerce over a 20 year period, and serving
as the CEO for two economic development
organizations over the last 12 years. He carries
the designation of CCE (Certified Chamber
Executive), the highest professional certification
achievable in the chamber field.
The California Association for Local Economic
Development (CALED) is a professional
See Bruce Ackerman on Page 4

United Chambers of Commerce
A Coalition of 32 Chambers & Business Organizations

Reminiscing, I can still hear the clickety-clacking of linotype machines, the endless chatter of
wire service equipment, the drone of police radio monitors that no one listened to but everyone
heard, shouts of “copy boy!” and telephones that never stopped ringing. We used our typewriters like weapons, slamming the carriage to reload the sentences, charging past deadlines
with breathless dedication, feeling very much like the world was waiting for what we were writing, and maybe it was.

5121 Van Nuys Boulevard, Suite 208
Sherman Oaks, CA 91403
T 818-981-4491 F 818-981-4256
ceo@unitedchambers.org

Eras end, sometimes too quietly to be noticed. The economics of journalism were altering the
landscape. As the cost of newsprint rose and unions demanded better wages, Hearst’s Oakland
Post Enquirer folded, and across the bay the News followed soon thereafter; then the Call and
the Bulletin merged, and died. Only the Chronicle and the Examiner survived, at war with each
other, and very shortly thereafter the Examiner went down.

How does your business benefit by being a member
of your local chamber?

Television news began assuming greater importance as the 1960s exploded into riots and
mass protests, bringing instantaneous images to the screen that categorized a culture in transition. We saw satellites circling the Earth, mushroom clouds rising against dark horizons of the
Cold War and a fury on the streets unlike any we had ever seen, demanding a new day for the
people’s republic of Amerika.
In so many ways it was the beginning of the end for print journalism and for the joyous clash
of professionalism and party time. The Knowland-owned Oakland Tribune, an afternoon daily,
was trimming its staff, cutting expenses and dropping suburban sections. The warm embrace
of the family daily had turned suddenly icy.
The L.A. Times I joined in 1972 maintained a little of the rollicking flavor of old newspapering, but eventually rose to a new standard of professionalism under Otis Chandler. Drunks
weren’t tolerated anymore, smoking wasn’t allowed in the building and the approach to news
gathering and reporting was less haphazard. But it was still the same game in so many ways,
the deadlines, the breaking news, the front page felonies, the governmental debacles, the liars,
the crooks, the bylines and the banner headlines.
Now a new age of Americans is turning away from us to begin receiving in online snippets
the only news it cares about. So here we are, saying goodbye to all those print journals and
preparing to say goodbye to others. A company that specializes in distressed products just
bought the San Diego Union-Tribune and it wouldn’t surprise me to see its name on the masthead— The San Diego Platinum Equity Union-Tribune—the way ballparks bear the names of
the companies that own them. Is that how print journalism will end up, pimping for dollars?
I lived through newspapering’s best era, when we were a band of
brothers in a job that was both demanding and fulfilling, respected and
condemned, and always vital to the free flow of information. But things
change. Continents move, oceans dry up and mountains erode. What
newspapering will become will be determined by the shifting notions of
a new culture. But the way we were was special. We were the sons and
daughters of a trade that flashed and burned brightly for two centuries,
and we never forgot our responsibilities.
Remember us when you’re sipping coffee at a laptop and wondering what in the hell you’re
going to wrap fish in now.

RESEDA
TARZANA

Bruce Ackerman
Awarded CALED’s
Golden Bear

The Topanga Writers Workshop meets on two successive Saturdays at Al Martinez’s home in Topanga
Canyon from 2-5 p.m., for a total of six hours. The fee is $300. He covers essays, journalism, short stories,
novels, non-fiction books and magazine work. He has written in all of these areas, plus pilots, episodes and
movies for television. Al Martinez has been attached to three Pulitzers, been nominated for an Emmy and
has dozens of other national awards and honors; until recently he wrote a column for the L.A. Times for
26 years. His career in journalism spans half a century, in writing generally sixty years. You can check out
Al Martinez’s blog at almartinez.org/wordpress.

Build your business while building your community!
Join a Chamber of Commerce today.

• Opportunities to market your business.
• Great networking opportunities and events.
• Get involved with local legislative issues.
• Meet local business and political activists.
• Be involved in a variety of community events.
For a complete list of member chambers,
visit www.unitedchambers.org
Agoura/Oak Park/Conejo Valley Chamber
(818) 889-3150 | Fax (818) 889-3366
info@agourachamber.org
Calabasas Chamber
(818) 222-5680 | Fax (818) 222-5690
info@calabasaschamber.com
Canoga Park/West Hills Chamber
(818) 884-4222 | Fax (818) 884-4604
cpwhchamber@bizla.rr.com
Chatsworth/Porter Ranch Chamber
(818) 341-2428 | Fax (818) 341-4930
bonnee@chatsworthchamber.com
Encino Chamber
(818) 789-4711 | Fax (818) 789-2485
Diana@encinochamber.org
Granada Hills Chamber
(818) 368-3235 | Fax (818) 366-7425
ghcoc@verizon.net
Greater San Fernando Valley Chamber
(818) 989-0300 | Fax (818) 989-3836
nancy@sanfernandovalleychamber.com
Regional Black Chamber
818.464.3484 | Fax 818.377.7424
RBCCinfo@yahoo.com
Reseda Chamber
(818) 345-1920 | Fax (818) 345-1925
akr1920@aol.com
SFV Filipino-American Chamber
(818) 780-9197 | (818) 902-1554
leomaranan@gmail.com
Sherman Oaks Chamber
(818) 906-1951 | Fax (818) 783-3100
info@ShermanOaksChamber.org
Winnetka Chamber
(818) 340-2282 | Fax (818 340-2282
secretary@winnetkachamber.com
Woodland Hills/Tarzana Chamber
(818) 347-4737 | Fax (818) 347-3321
samantha@woodlandhillscc.net
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“Steve Allen Excellence
In Education” Awards
Honor Valley Schools,
Educators and Students
Ten truly remarkable Californians from our San
Fernando Valley, who have received national education
recognition this year will be honored at the 9th annual
Steve Allen “Excellence in Education” Awards on
Wednesday, May 27, 2009, from 8-9:30 a.m., at
MEND (Meet Each Need with Dignity), 10641 N.
San Fernando Rd. Pacoima. The awards, named for
long-time Valley resident and legendary entertainer
Steve Allen, salute nationally recognized achievements
in the education field, and are presented annually by
The Valley Economic Alliance.
Recipients of the 2009 Steve Allen “Excellence in
Education” National Recognition Awards are:
•Dana Stephens - LAUSD District 2 - Vice
Principal at Colfax Elementary - Received The
Milken National Educator Award
•Pinecrest Schools Van Nuys - “No Child Left
Behind” - Blue Ribbon School
•Heschel West Day School - “No Child Left
Behind” - Blue Ribbon School
•Stephanie Calix - LAUSD District 1- Student at
Canoga Park High School - Winner of CNN/Time
Warner Cable “My First Vote” Video Competition
Contest
•Grace Chen - LAUSD District 2 - Student at North
Hollywood High School - Perfect SAT Score.
•Sherman Oaks Center for Enriched Studies –
LAUSD District 1 – National Magnet School of
Distinction by the national organization Magnet
Schools of America.

The Lost Technology of America.
By Lance Miller, 2005 World Champion of Public Speaking

There numerous technologies from past civilizations that are
forever lost. Ancient Egypt was able to build the great pyramids
and how this was done is still a mystery today. In more modern
times, I remember driving over 50 miles to find a person who
could repair a wooden wagon wheel. Another technology that
had gone the way of the 8-track tape.
Last week I had the distinct honor of attending a luncheon
honoring U.S. Supreme Court Justice, Sandra Day O’Connor.
I was impressed as I learned of her childhood growing up on
a remote Arizona cattle ranch and learning to ride horses and brand cattle at the age of 10.
I was humbled as she shared how she graduated from Stanford University with a Law Degree
in 1952 but was offered only secretarial positions at the law firms she interviewed with as no
client would accept a female attorney. And how she ended up working for free as an assistant
prosecuting attorney in a small county so she could practice law.
From those rough and rugged beginnings she rose to sit on the highest court in America,
contributing to and up holding the idea that is America. The idea that to protect our freedom,
we split the power of government between 3 separate branches of government. That each of
those branches has limited power over the others. The idea that we are a nation of laws under
which all people are equal. Laws that protect the minority and majority with no one above the
law. These are basic and fundamental concepts of the idea of America.
I was stunned to hear Justice O’Connor share her concern for the youth of today as the subject
of “civics/government” is not taught in public schools in any of the 50 States. That many of
today’s students cannot name the three branches of government, let alone explain what they do.
Her concern is well founded. If we fail to teach what America is, this “Great Experiment” as
Jefferson coined, could go the way of pyramids and wooden wheels and become another lost
technology of civilization.
To remedy the disappearance of “civics lessons,” Justice O’Connor has created an online
training program to teach civics and our basic government structure. The site is bright, fun
and easy to use. It contains numerous games and easy to learn tutorials explaining how our
government works. Best of all it is free for anyone to use.

•Sarah Morcos – LAUSD District 1 – Student at
Grover Cleveland High School - Won the United
Nations Global Issue Award and the United Nations
Department of Public Information Award for ‘Petals
of Hope’ video.

The site is www.ourcourts.org. I highly recommend a visit and possibly a note to your
local school that civics can be taught free of charge by using this website.

•Robert Eisenhart – LAUSD District 2 – Educator
at Van Nuys High School—Received national
award from Mr. Holland’s Opus Foundation

Lance Miller is the 2005 World Champion of Public Speaking with Toastmasters International. He is an
international speaker and speaking coach and lectures on communication, leadership and ethics. For more
information go to www.lancemillerspeaks.com.

•Los Angeles Valley College – Los Angeles
Valley Speech Team- Won first place in the
individual events category at the 2009 Phi Rho Pi
Tournament, team members include: Andrea
Barrera, Micki Boden, Donna Carroll, Katrina
Herrera, LeCoya Lejeune, Annie Leroux, Katie
Mongan, Alexis Nalley, Thomas Petersen, Felix
Tanandika, Elena Tarsitani, Pariya Tehrani, Patrick
Thomson, and Arthur Valenzuela.
•John A. Sutter Middle School – LAUSD
District 1 – Won the Education League National
Math Test – Sergio Mares, Xavier Escobar,
Danielle Clarke, Clarissa Olivar, Ada Vu and
Alejandra Rojas.
Also being honored are the 2009 Business
Education/Partnership award winner and nominees.
The Business Education/Partnership award is
presented to an outstanding business in the community that have partnered with Special Education School in
the Valley in order to provide workforce readiness in
the form of entry level employment. This year we had
six outstanding nominations. The winner will be
announced on May 27th, 2009, during The Valley
Economic Alliance Board of Directors meeting.
• Sharon’s Cafe – MillerCareer and Transition
Center – LAUSD District 1
• Payless Shoes – Burbank F.A.C.T.S. Program –
Burbank Unified School District

Then 2000 years from now no one will be wondering how we were able to sustain a
government of the people, by people and for the people. They can look at it in action!

JOIN YOUR LOCAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
FOR GROWTH AND PROSPERITY

What is the Chamber of Commerce
A Chamber of Commerce is a voluntary organization that is made up of business owners and individuals
who work together to advance the financial, commercial, and civic interests of a community. Each chamber’s
members are business advocates, public relations advisors and legislative representatives who stay up to date
on city, county, state, and national levels of government and work to promote the most beneficial environment
for growing and thriving businesses. The chamber is the “front door” to the community, a welcome greeting to
newcomers and visitors and a valuable resource to its members.
The San Fernando Valley with a population of over 1.8 million, and tens of thousands of operating businesses,
represent a formidable economic base for individual communities, the City of Los Angeles, the County, and
the State. As a community-based publication, the West Valley News recognizes the great potential that this
represents, and has actively promoted chamber membership to all San Fernando Valley-based businesses.
All chambers of commerce share the same need to attract new members and retain loyal ones, by developing a
message of common purpose, organizing community-building events and networking opportunities—for local
businesses to get maximum exposure and prosper. If businesses are successful, communities will thrive as well.
If you operate a business or community organization in the San Fernando Valley, contact you local chamber of
commerce and consider becoming a member of the family of businesses in your community.
See Page 4 for contact information. Are you ready to develop your strategic partnerships in 2009!

• Albertson’s – Agoura Hills High School –
Las Virgenes Unified School District
• Triunfo YMCA – Agoura Hills High School –
Las Virgenes Unified School District
• Hollywood Video – Miller Career and Transition
Center

West Valley News. We Deliver. Call 818.883.3374
COMMUNITY ADVERTISING AT AFFORDABLE RATES.
CALABASAS / CANOGA PARK / CHATSWORTH / RESEDA TARZANA / WEST HILLS / WINNETKA / WOODLAND HILLS

• Glendale Adventist – Foothill Area Community
Transition Services (FACTS)
In addition, three special “Champions of Education”
Awards are being presented to:
• Lou Stewart – Assistant Superintendent,
Glendale Unified School District
• Victoria Willig – Mentor Teacher, Las Virgenes
Unified School District
• Gayle Marano Brown – Special Education
Teacher, Miller Career and Transition Center,
LAUSD District 1
For information about The Valley Economic Alliance,
visit www.economicalliance.org or call
818.379.7000.

Bruce Ackerman

grow their economies.

Continued from Page 3

The Valley Economic Alliance is a private
non-profit economic development and marketing
corporation that works with public and private
stakeholders for the purpose of growing and
sustaining the economic base of the San
Fernando Valley and improving the quality of life
in the five-city region of Burbank, Calabasas,
Glendale, Los Angeles, and San Fernando.

membership association made up of
organizations involved in economic development. Formed in 1980, CALED has grown to
over 900 members, representing cities, counties,
state, federal, and private sector members.
CALED supports communities in their efforts
to create prosperous economies by providing
leadership, professional development, current
information, a wealth of resources, and many
other services to communities to help them

For more information on the Economic
Alliance visit www.TheValley.net or call
818.379.7000.

Weathering the
Economic Storm
A book by Jonathan Goldhill, the Growth Couch

How to Turn your Fears & Anxieties into
Personal Power & Business Success
So, how can you weather the economic
storm ahead?
Challenging times call for a more positive and
proactive attitude. They call for advanced skills
in sales & marketing, leadership & management,
and self-knowledge & industry insight ... all in
the same time!
Our mission at The Goldhill Group is about
helping you, the business owner or manager,
become more successful by becoming more
effective and strategic. We expand your
confidence and capabilities in your personal
and business life by improving your attitude,
supporting you through changing obstructive
behaviors, and giving you skills, techniques and
tools. When utilized together, you become more
focused, more effective and more strategic.
The West Valley News will publish over the next
several issues, Jonathan Goldhill’s 19 strategies to
help you be more successful in your business and
instill more confidence in your life. In the last
issue Strategies 1 and 2 were published.

STRATEGY 3: KICK THE WORST
PEOPLE OUT OF YOUR YARD
Are you holding back
your “B” players?
Do you have weak performers on your team
(“C” players) that you have been carrying?
Are you holding back your “B” players by not
giving them the kind of training development
or personal attention that they need to turn
them from good to great? Reducing your people
will raise your available cash and increase
(short-term) profitability.

STRATEGY 4: GET YOURSELF
AND YOUR PEOPLE IN THEIR
STRENGTH ZONES
British poet and lexicographer Samuel
Johnson said, “Almost every man wastes part
of his life in attempts to display qualities which
he does not possess.” Discover and develop
who you are by doing the following:
1. Ask, “What am I doing well?”
People who reach their potential spend less
time asking, “What am I doing right?” and more
time asking, “What am I doing well?” The first
is a moral question; the second is a talent
question. You should always strive to do what’s
right. But doing what’s right doesn’t tell you
anything about your talent.
2. Get Specific.
When we consider our strengths, we tend to
think too broadly. Peter Drucker, the father of
modern management, writes, “The great mystery
isn’t that people do things badly but that they
occasionally do a few things well. They only
thing that is universal is incompetence. Strength
is always specific!
Nobody ever commented, for example, that the
great violinist Jascha Heifetz probably couldn’t
play the trumpet well.” The more specific you
can get about your strengths, the better the
chance you can find your “sweet spot.” Why be
on the fringes of your strength zone when you
have a chance to be right in the center?
3. Listen for What Others Praise
Many times we take our talents for granted.
We think because we can do something well,
anyone can. Often, that’s not true. How can you
tell when you’re overlooking a skill or talent?
Listen to what others say. Your strengths will
See Strategic Strength Zones on Page 10
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West Hills Neighborhood Council

Board meets twice
to pass resolutions
on budget and
other city issues

Date Certified: November 18, 2001

By Dan Brin, WHNC Communications Co-Chair

Election Date: October 23, 2002
Region:
SOUTH VALLEY AREA
Council District(s): 3, 12
Boundaries:

The West Hills Neighborhood Council was organized and elected for the
principal purpose of representing and promoting the interests of those
who live, work, study, pray, or play within the boundaries of West Hills.
The Council provides a forum to the stakeholders of West Hills to hear
and be heard on issues that affect the West Hills community.
To learn how you can participate, please visit www.westhillsnc.org.

The West Hills Neighborhood Council went
into overtime this month as it considered a
broad range of citywide and local issues.
The WHNC board agreed to a special meeting
on May 14 to consider agenda items it was
unable to address during its regular monthly
meeting on May 6. Both assemblies were at
Chaminade High School.

www.westhillsnc.org
Helping to Guide the Future of Our Community.

Among the agenda items was an application
by the owners of an Alta Dena drive-through
store for a license to sell hard liquor. The store
at the intersection of Saticoy Street and
Fallbrook Avenue already sells beer and wine.

Meetings:
First Wednesday of every month, 7:00 p.m.
Chaminade Preparatory School Auditorium
23260 Saticoy St., West Hills, CA 91304

Main Contact:
MICHELLE RITCHIE
Executive Director
Michelle.Ritchie@westhillsnc.org
WHNC 2009 OFFICERS
STEPHEN LENSKE / Co-Chair
EDWIN DOCKUS / Co-Chair
BOBBI TRANTAFELLO
Treasurer
CAROLYN GREENWOOD
Secretary

The board voted to endorse the application
after co-owner Sameer Hannoun promised to
spend more than $150,000 on improvements
to the exterior and interior of the store.
In other deliberations, the board voted to
approve resolutions relating to the city’s budget
crisis, communications between neighborhood
councils and the Department of Water and
Power, and proposed conflict-of-interest
disclosure requirements for neighborhood
council board members.
In addition, the board voted to approve three
resolutions:
• Unhitched trailers: The West Hills
Neighborhood Council “urges the city
to outlaw the parking of trailers on its
commercial streets unless they are attached
to functioning and properly registered and
insured motor vehicles.”

2009 Board of Directors
Sandi Bell
Kevin Boal
Shelly Bright
Co-Chair Communications Committee

Dan Brin
Co-Chair Communications Committee

Donn Howell
Etan Z. Lorant
Walter Perfect
Acting Chair Zoning & Planning Committee

Bill Rose
Charlene Rothstein
Chris Rowe
Vice-Chair SSMA Committee

Barry Seybert
Co-Chair Streets & Transportation Committee

Ron Sobel
Co-Chair Streets & Transportation Committee

Stan Staten
Jeffrey Stordahl
Chair Emergency Preparedness Committee

Alec Uzemeck

• Billboard ordinance: The WHNC urges
the city to adopt a new sign ordinance that
was approved by the City Planning
Commission, with the inclusion of 17
amendments supported by the Committee
to Ban Billboard Blight. The Los Angeles
City Council was scheduled to consider
the ordinance on May 20.
• Stimulus funding for street repair:
When the city receives federal stimulus
funds for repairing streets, “the West Hills
Neighborhood Council urges that the first
priority for spending these stimulus funds
shall be repairing the city’s ‘failed’ streets
and bringing them up to widely-accepted
standards of quality.”

West Hills Neighborhood Council (WHNC) board members and stakeholders view a presentation on the
city’s budget woes prepared by Government Liaison Dan Wiseman.

Uproar halts bid to slash NC allocations
WHNC Board members reacted angrily to
news of a city proposal to slash annual budgets
of neighborhood councils from $50,000 to
about $11,200.
The plan, introduced on May 5, 2009 by City
Councilman Bernard Parks as chairman of the
City Council’s Budget and Finance Committee,
appeared to evaporate when the committee met
again on May 9. On that day, more than 100
supporters of neighborhood councils arrived
at City Hall to demand restoration of most of
the funds.
At press time, it appeared that the Los Angeles
City Council was about to allocate between
$35,000 to $45,000 to each of the neighborhood
councils. In addition, the councils were expected
to be able to keep most of their leftover funds
from previous allocations through the
Department of Neighborhood Empowerment.
From West Hills to East Los Angeles,
community leaders accused Parks of launching
an attack on neighborhood councils, which were
established under terms of the City Charter
adopted by voters in 2000.
Since its founding in 2001, the West Hills
Neighborhood Council has used its annual

allocations to assist local schools, launch an
emergency-preparedness program, support
the West Valley Food Pantry, sponsor the
West Hills Fall Fest and fund other outreach
and cultural programs in the community.
“We understand that the city has a severe
budget crisis,” said Stephen Lenske,
co-chair of the West Hills Neighborhood
Council. “We’re prepared to accept our fair
share of sacrifice. Mayor Villaraigosa
recommends a 10 percent cut in our budget,
which is in line with other city departments.
But this new proposal would have cut almost
80 percent, effectively destroying our ability
to serve our community.”
In an e-mail message to NC board
members, Councilman Smith dismissed
as “mischaracterizations” several reports
that linked him to Parks’ proposal to slash
the budgets of neighborhood councils.
“During the Budget Hearings of Tuesday,
May 5, I entered the discussion only with
respect to the proposal to eliminate the $1.5
million rollover of unspent neighborhood
council funds, not the proposal to deeply
cut their annual budgets,” Smith wrote.

.

Dr. Dan Wiseman
Chair Government Relations Committee

Ed Young
Chair Special Activities Committee

Jacqueline Young

Get to know your SLO
Senior Lead Officer (SLO) Janet Zumstein,
Basic Car 21A43 (Covering the South part of
West Hills)

Chair Budget Committee

Office (818) 756-3188 Cell (818) 731-2570

Joanne Yvanek-Garb

Email 24571@lapd.lacity.org

Ed Youngblood*
Chuck Gremer*
*Past WHNC Co-Chair

WHNC Quick Reference List of
City Services Phone Numbers
Graffiti Removal

(818) 227-9722
(818) 780-6618
Trash Pick-up/ Large Item
(800) 773-2489
Bulky Item Pick up
(800) 773-City
Health Department
(818) 902-4470
Housing
(818) 756-1180
Landlord/ Tenant Questions (866) 557-7368
All other phone numbers please call 311

The 21A43 meeting will be combined with the 21A1
meeting and will be held every 2nd Monday of the
month at 7 PM at Topanga Station.
UPCOMING EVENTS:

Topanga Police Station

• 5/25 Memorial Day Parade – Canoga Park
• 6/6 CPAB Summit – Cal State Los Angeles
Ed Crowe / Crowe Marketing Design

• 7/4 July 4th Extravaganza – Warner Ctr. Park
• 8/4 National Night Out – Warner Ctr. Park

Senior Lead Officer Janet Zumstein listens about
problems and concerns identified by community
activists at the SLO Summit at Topanga Station.

Topanga Front Desk
Senior Lead Officer Desk
Community Relations Office
Non-Emergency Dispatch

(818) 756-4800
(818) 756-3070
(818) 756-3180
(818) 275-5273
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GIVING LIFE A PURPOSE AFTER FACING ADVERSITY

Dads’ Day Dash... June 13, 2009
By Jacquie Young

WHAT DO YOU DO IF YOU SURVIVE CANCER?
Raise Money for Pediatric Brain Research.
Ed Young’s response to successful cancer surgery was to help the community eradicate the disease.
Ed Young, a retired probation officer, known in the community for his work as a Los Angeles City
Commissioner, West Hills Neighborhood Council Board member, West Hills/Canoga Park Chamber
Board member, and founding “father" of the West Hills Optimist Club, has dedicated his life to helping
the local community. He can be seen working with
Hi. I’m Ed
Extreme Teens at Lanark Park or helping youth at
the NEW Academy in Canoga Park.

Boys & Girls Club of the West Valley and Westlake Independent
Honda & Acura Service Team Up to Ease Life of Battered Spouse

One of the most horrific aspects of society is the battered wife. Not only does she endure a frightful
beating of her body, but when she realizes the escalating danger she and her children are in, she
usually flees with little more than the clothes on her back.
Sometimes however, someone reaches out with not just a helping hand, but with the means to find
a job, send children to school, go to the market—a vehicle.
Bruce Nation, the owner of Westlake Independent Honda & Acura Service in Westlake Village,
came to the Boys & Girls Club of the West Valley with an offer of a van for a family in great need.
The Club’s staff knew that a Club member’s mother, a victim of domestic abuse, had no transportation
for herself and her child other than public transportation.
Nation’s firm donated a 1999 Honda Odyssey to the woman, repaired it, gave her $500 for future
service and paid for six months of insurance premiums. “Even in difficult times, it’s important to
reach out and provide help to those who need it most,” Nation says. “I’m so grateful to be able to
make a difference for this family. I wish them all the best as they rise above such a difficult situation.”
“Starting a new life for me and my child is a constant challenge,” says the woman. “We are so blessed to have
organizations like the Boys & Girls Club to help my child find the right path in life, and to have Westlake
Independent Service actually give us a vehicle, making it so much easier to deal with the challenges of getting
around this big city.”

The Boys & Girls Club of the West Valley was founded in 1995 as a response to the local need for safe, healthy, productive
activities for youths during non-school hours.
There are more than 2,500 members of the Club, and approximately 150 youngsters visit the facility each day, in addition to
approximately 450 children provided after-school activities at Blythe and Reseda Elementary Schools, Canoga Park High
School, and Tierra del Sol. The Club is located at 7245 Remmet Ave., Canoga Park, CA 91303. Telephone: (818) 610-1054.

818.883.3374

Crowe Marketing Design
Helping Small Valley Businesses Increase Sales and Prosper
ADVERTISING DESIGN / MARKETING COMMUNICATIONS / NEW MEDIA

BEHIND THE SCENES
By Patrick Murphy, Special to the West Valley News

The people working to make our
community better. Glenn Kirby.

events. He was one of the driving forces that
established the Canoga Park Community Center.
He served over 13 years on the board of the
Canoga Park Chamber of Commerce (now
known as the Canoga Park/West Hills Chamber
of Commerce). In fact I believe he is the only
Board member that has been awarded the title
of “Board Member Emeritus.”
His foresight, his drive, and his commitment
to community were evident while he was in the
9th grade. It was then that he decided on a career
goal and started inexorably towards that goal.
Born in Bowling Green, Kentucky and raised in
Carthage, Missouri, by parents who both held
college business degrees he grew up with a lot
of regimen and order. Those characteristics have
been his mainstay and have defined his career.
It should be noted that in those days very few
women had college degrees.

The theme of this article “Behind the Scenes”
was coined to describe people in our community
that are working towards the betterment of the
community. Many of these people don’t always
get in the limelight. Their hard work and their
efforts are usually only seen by those that they
directly come into contact with.
In this edition of “Behind the Scenes,” I want
to tell you about someone I know that goes out of
his way to stay “Behind the Scenes.” He prefers
to enable and support others. He is very good at
persuading people to take action and then he
follows up by persuading other people to support
that action. If funding is needed, he is very
persuasive at loosening pocketbooks and wallets.
He has been very instrumental in the creation
of several of our community organizations and

He describes his father as a WWII veteran B-52
radio operator and later on successful business
manager as a man whose middle name was
“Integrity.” This influence combined with a small
mid-western town environment led my friend
Glenn Kirby into becoming a very self disciplined man who has led an orderly life filled with
purpose and vision. He has excellent leadership
qualities that were developed as a young man
and honed to perfection over the years.
Glenn is not only a community leader but he is
also the Senior Minister and founder of the West
Valley Christian Church. He ministered his first
church while still in college. On weekends he
would travel to Humbolt, Kansas to conduct their
services. He started with only 30 members and
in a year increased the attendance to 120. He
did everything expected of a church minister. He
performed weddings and presided over funerals.
He was paid the grand sum of $50.00 per week

Ed was declared cancer free after surgery at
Kaiser in 2005. He was so grateful, he decided
to dedicate himself to raising money for cancer
research. He wanted to involve the 8 other Optimist
Clubs in the West San Fernando Valley and help
them create a program to fund the Mattel Children's
Hospital Pediatric Neuro-Oncology Program.
This way children with brain cancer may avoid
chemotherapy and radiation. And, instead, be
vaccinated so their own immune system attacks
the brain tumor. This awesome program is based
on the successful adult program created for UCLA. Despite it’s outstanding achievement, it is not funded by drug companies because it does not involve the use of drugs.
With the help of the Westwood UCLA Hospital Optimist Club, Ed Young and the Zone Ten Optimists
had found their cause. A way to raise money. They decided to organize the Optimist Dad’s Day Dash—
a 5k,10k, and a 1k Kiddie Fun Run to be held annually at Warner Center Park in Woodland Hills.
Going on its third year, this event has become a popular fun family day because of the low cost of
the entry fee. There are a number of ways to participate as individuals, parent/child pairs, or groups.
Awards are given out for the first 3 placements in 15 different age groups.
Visitors and participants can enjoy the many
vendor exhibiting booths, live music by the
Cleveland High Jazz Band, and the climbing wall.
Yes, Darth Vader and Cohorts will be returning,
as well as the HomeTown Buffet Bee and
Roadrunner Sport’s Shoe.
So bring your family for some healthy outdoor
fun and exercise and help Ed Young and the
Optimists raise money for children’s brain cancer
research at UCLA. Register online now for the
Optimist Dad’s Day Dash on June 13, 2009
at 7:30 a.m. Visit www.w2promotions.com or
call (310) 828-4123. Help Ed and the Optimists
raise money to help children with brain cancer be
tumor free—so they can have fun and enjoy more
time with their families.
for the 3 days he spent in Humbolt each week.
Glenn’s next assignment was in Longmont ,
Colorado where he spent 5 years as the church’s
Youth Minister. He had responsibility for roughly
150 youngsters from preschool to grade 12. This
was a much larger church than the previous one
with around 700 members. There were 50 Elders
and this is where Glenn first learned about budgets and church politics. He hadn’t really sought
out this position. The church courted him and
flew him out. Their apparent eagerness to recruit
him was flattering and Glenn was won over.

relocating 4 times has a membership of 800.
The church celebrated it’s 33rd anniversary
on February 29, 2009.

Glenn prefers to be called Pastor because he
sees his role as that of the leader of the flock.
He guides, he mentors, he consoles with the same
quiet spoken mannerisms he uses to convince
community volunteers to step forward. His smile
is kind and he refers to it as a silly grin. He
doesn’t take himself too seriously and everyone
that knows him quickly calls him by his first
name. He credits his family and his earlier church
A California church merged with a sister church positions for a lot of what he has accomplished.
of Glenn’s Colorado church and that brought him He says he started small where he learned the
ropes and could be his own boss. He was then
to our neck of the woods. It was like starting a
and still is today very hands on.
brand new church. Glenn went door to door to
But serious he is and very focused too. It’s said
over 10,000 homes. He would know on the door
that God moves in mysterious ways and I’m sure
and ask if the household belonged to a church.
that is where Glenn got his inspiration for the way
If they said yes, he would bid them a good day
he goes about helping out the community. Without
and go to the next house. He didn’t want to take
Glenn the 20 year old Memorial Day Parade would
members from other churches. That integrity
not have ever celebrated the first year. Without
gene he inherited from his father. He started
Glenn’s influence the Chamber of Commerce, the
with 5 families and by the end of the first year
Historical Society, and a host of other community
he had 125 members and the church was self
organizations would not have enjoyed the meeting
supporting. Today the church after growing and
room facilities that the Canoga Park Community
Center has provided for several decades. To this
day Glenn still sits on the board.

Councilman Zine, assisted by Captain Sherman,
Pastor Kirby and guests, unveil commemorative
plaque during new building inauguration in January.

Glenn and his lovely wife Carolyn met while
both were in Bible college and singing in the
choir. Glen told me that their small stature put
them both in the front row and the semi-circle
formation had him staring across at Carolyn
during rehearsals. He obviously liked what he saw.
Their first date was to a prayer meeting and now
39 years later with 9 grandchildren and a 10th one
on the way, Glenn says that they are “very
blessed.”
See Pastor Glen Kirby on Page 13
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CRA/LA West Valley Office
CRA/LA West Valley Office
CANOGA PARK
21500 Wyandotte Street, Suite 106
Canoga Park, CA 91303

RESEDA
18305 Sherman Way, Suite 22
Reseda, CA 91335

818.593.5490 T
818.932.9908 F

818.708.5844 T
818.344.2425 F

www.crala.org

Greening of Canoga Park Continues with Green Alleys
The effort of turning the community green has
long been a work in progress in Canoga Park.
What began last year as a theme during the
St. Patrick’s Day Celebration, continued this year
on March 17th and surfaced again on Earth Day
with a concept for Green Alleys.
Mary Paterson, executive director of the
Canoga Park Improvement Association, and
Sandra Gonzalez, CRA/LA West Valley
Community Relations, set up a display, near the
alley behind Follow Your Heart on April 22nd,
to make the community aware about some of the
proposals that are on the drawing board.
Some of the educational materials that were
made available on Earth Day included: water
savings tips for your garden with “smart”
irrigation controllers; energy savings tips for
your power bill to reduce the cost of electricity;
and of course several techniques to convert
ordinary alleys into Green Alleys.

Estolano sees growth opportunity
as she looks past down economy
toward future recovery
Cecilia Estolano, CEO of the Community
Redevelopment Agency for the City of Los
Angeles (CRA/LA), shared her vision for L.A.’s
recovery with VICA members at a recent VICA
After Dark reception. Estolano told attendees
that CRA/LA is working on infrastructure
enhancements that will make it easier for
businesses to expand once the struggling
economy begins improving.

According to one of the handouts, all alleys,
whether they are permeable or not, should be
properly graded and pitched to allow water to
run to the center of the alley and then flow to
the street. This prevents the need for additional
sewer infrastructure and prevents adjacent
properties from flooding.

A strong reassuring message was delivered
by Stolano, underscoring the importance of the
City’s Comprehensive Economic Development
Plan that was formulated in 2008.
Ed Crowe / Crowe Marketing Design

The artist’s rendering to the left illustrates the
Green Alley Pilot Approach #2: Full Alley
Infiltration Using Permeable Pavement.
This and a choice of 3 other pilot approaches,
can be applied to a number of alleys around the
community. Besides beautifying the alleys, the
potential positive impact and benefits of the
various techniques are many:
• It reduces the rate and quantity of
stormwater runoff
• It reduces stress on the sewer system
• It recharges ground water
• It filters silt, pollutants and debris
Any greening proposals on the table require
community support and involvement. So if you
are a progressive thinker and want the best for
your community, call Mary or Sandra and ask
them how you can be of help in the year round
greening of Canoga Park.

“In developing this Strategic Plan, we were
careful to set forth goals that are “Smart,”
specific, measurable, achievable, realistic and
time-framed so that the Strategic Plan will
provide an effective framework for defining our
work program and allocating our resources.”
Said Stolano.
“Each year we will review our Strategic Plan
and revise and adjust our goals in light of our
progress the previous year. The Strategic Plan
will be a living, evolving document as CRA/LA
works to help the City achieve its economic
development goals.” She remarked.
Helping small businesses grow, prosper and
create good paying jobs, is high on the list of
CRA/LA priorities.
The VICA reception was hosted and presented
by Monarch Village and co-sponsored by the
MWW Group and Jeff McConnell of Arnie
Berghoff & Associates.

(l-r) Sandra Gonzalez and Mary Paterson with
community residents during the Earth Day exhibit.

Sandra Gonzalez explains the potential benefits of the
various Green Alley techniques.

Positive greening messages to increase community
awareness, were part of the Earth Day exhibit.
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People and Faces You Should Know
Marla Vasquez
Regional President
Wells Fargo Community Bank
San Fernando Valley
In this role, Marla Vasquez will oversee 38
banking stores and 950 team members from
headquarter offices at 15760 Ventura Blvd. in
Encino. Vasquez succeeds Vince Liuzzi, who
was promoted to Wells Fargo regional president
of the Greater Philadelphia and Delaware market.
“Marla is an exceptional leader who has great
experience and relationships in the San Fernando
Valley, where she served for many years prior to
joining our Pacific Coast team,” said Los Angeles
Metro Regional President John Sotoodeh. “She
is well respected by team members, customers
and the community and I am confident she will
continue to build upon our success in this very
important region.”
A 15-year veteran of the company, Vasquez previously was regional president for the Pacific Coast
market, serving customers in Santa Barbara and Ventura counties for the past two years. Prior to that,
she was community banking president for the North Valley region and later the Glendale/Burbank
market in the San Fernando Valley region.
The Pacific Coast Business Times recently named Vasquez among the region’s “Top Women in
Business” for the third year in a row. She also was named one of the “Top 40 Under 40” for her
business and community leadership by the Pacific Coast Business Times in 2007, and earned the
same distinction by the San Fernando Valley Business Journal in 2004. She serves on the boards of
two non-profit organizations—Women’s Economic Ventures of Santa Barbara County and Casa
Pacifica. She also sits on California State University Channel Island’s Dean’s Leadership Council.
Wells Fargo & Company is a diversified financial services company with $1.3 trillion in assets, providing
banking, insurance, investments, mortgage and consumer finance through more than 10,400 stores, over 12,000
ATMs and the internet (wellsfargo.com) across North America and internationally.

Getting to know the Community
Wells Fargo has a long tradition of giving back
to the community through support of many local
non-profits. Marla Vasquez is quickly getting
to know a few of these worthwhile organizations.
During the Z Awards in April at the Marriott,
Marla had the opportunity to chat with Jan
Sobel, CEO/ President of the Boys & Girls Club
of the West Valley, and introduce her to Damien
Haitsuka, Community Banking District Manager.
Wells Fargo continues to be a valuable sponsor
and supporter of the fundraising events that help
fund after school programs for underprivileged
children at The Positive Place for Kids.

One Person’s Perspective

I WANT MY 818
Are we trying to split the baby in half to make
everyone happy? Which, as the King Solomon
story showed, satisfies no one.
The monolithic telephone providers and our
elected officials are telling us we’re running
out of 818 numbers, so we have to split the
code in half.
Is this just another way to create jobs for
printers and computer programmers?

to issue the new code to lines which only
make outgoing calls, such as elevator phones,
fire alarms, burglar alarms, inter-company or
corporate communication lines, internet lines,
computer lines; the list goes on and on.
Additionally, how about issuing all new cell
phones this 747 area code?
It's only a guess, but with the conversion
of these line uses and the returning of unused
(reserved) numbers, we certainly would have
enough 818 area code phone numbers to last
for decades.

It is difficult to believe that with more than
9,000,000 different combinations in area code
818, they can be actually running out of numbers.
Even though these are good ideas and will
This equates to over six phone numbers for each
work;
the phone companies will not favor them.
man, woman and child living in the 818 area
This
is
because they would have a difficult time
code (or almost fifteen lines per family).
justifying the hefty fees they charge us for
Could it be possible that there are tens of
non-published phone numbers on all the
thousands of unused numbers floating in
outgoing only call lines. This would be a lot
cyberspace and no one can find them? Is there
of lost revenue. With a weakening economy,
any kind of inventory control on these numbers? no one wants to pass on a savings to rich
If the City were to charge a non-use fee to the
consumers.
ownership of these blocks of unused numbers,
Well, we can all look forward to calling our
we would all be surprised how many would be
neighbors
by dialing eleven digits. On the
placed back in the available number bank. City
other
hand,
maybe it isn't such a bad idea to
Council members, are you listening? We have
a
new
number.
With so many digits to
get
round another fee to help balance your budget.
dial
or
push,
hopefully
it will be a little more
With all these disclaimed numbers, there would
difficult
for
the
telemarketers
and surveyors
undoubtedly be enough numbers available to last
to
call
us
during
dinner.
for the next twenty years. By that time. we will
hopefully have a new and better system.
—
The above solution to the problem will never
be utilized simply because those in power are
determined to use the new 747 area code.
With the media still hyping recession, the
bureaucracy would hate to squander another
“money-wasting” bad idea.
If phone companies are intent on using the
747 area code, one possible solution would be

Editor’s note: Most of us have more than one
phone and have probably electronically stored
many frequently dialed numbers without the 818
area code. If you’ve had your share of recordings
with a wrong number ringing sound telling you
“this number requires a 1 and the area code...,”
you’ll probably agree with Rickey’s headline:
“I WANT MY 818” but the way it was.

Ed Crowe / Crowe Marketing Design

Teaching Artist Kjrste Hillig directs students from Reseda Elementary School during performance at the Madrid.

M.U.S.I.C. in Education
Continued from Page 1

The M.U.S.I.C. Foundation’s pilot music
education program was successfully launched
in September, 2006 at NEW Academy Canoga
Park, a two-year-old charter elementary school
located in the San Fernando Valley. It’s next door
to Tierra del Sol, a low income housing facility
that is a joint partnership between the Los
Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD) and
NEW Economics Council for Women.
The M.U.S.I.C. Foundation (Music Unlocks
Success In Children) is a non-profit organization
formed to return music education to Los Angeles
elementary schools. It is modeled after a prototype program already effectively supporting
student learning and self-esteem in 15 schools
in New York.
The program is unique in that, unlike a typical
symphony early-education program which
focuses on performance, the M.U.S.I.C.

Foundation’s program uses music to improve
all areas of students’ academic abilities. The
instructors, who are professional musicians,
are already serving all of NEW Academy’s
kindergarten through 2nd graders.
Music education has become part of the core
school curriculum and will be integrated with the
standards-based curriculum goals of each grade
level served. Further, core classroom teachers
will be trained in how to use music in their
classrooms to enhance overall learning.
The M.U.S.I.C. curriculum integrates the
children’s use of multiple sensory learning
channels to work toward success. The program
acts as a leveling tool; all the students enter with
no prior musical experience and have an equal
opportunity to succeed. And succeed they do.
The program is scheduled to expand to include
all 3rd through 5th graders, as funding becomes
available. For information about The M.U.S.I.C.
Foundation visit www.supportTMF.org or call
Kristin Thibideau at 818.705.1754.

Yes, we read the West Valley News
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Anecdotes, Interviews,
Bits & Pieces about
West Valley History.
Sponsored by Robbi & Rickey Gelb

This column is usually dedicated to bits and pieces about West Valley history. On this issue, we will
focus on organizations, businesses and individuals who are becoming legendary in the way they
have chosen to contribute to the community and to making a difference in people’s lives.

Lee Alpert

Megan Close, Mercy Alpert, Max Goldberg, Deborah Sable, Maddison, Red, Mom Holly, Dad Landgon and
Diana Williams.

Make A Wish Foundation makes Maddison’s day!
Sunday, May 3rd Make A Wish Foundation made 13 year old Maddison’s day! Maddison who
suffers from a brain tumor (craniopharyngioma) wished for a Macintosh Computer so that she could
lay tracks for music. The Foundation wanted to make her wish come true at her favorite restaurant
and that was none other than the Red Robin at the Westfield Mall in Woodland Hills. The Manager
Lindsey and her staff went above and beyond the call of duty that day to make Maddison's wish a
huge success. They even had the Robin himself on hand to help in the festivities!
The Woodland Hills/Tarzana Chair, Deborah Sable, Executive Director, Diana Williams and Member,
Mercy Alpert along with her parents Holly and Langon and Make A Wish Volunteers Megan Close
and Max Goldberg were also on hand to help celebrate in Maddison's excitement when she received
her very own computer!
Make A Wish Foundation grants wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to
enrich the human experiences with hope, strength and joy.
The idea to form the Make-A-Wish Foundation of Greater Los Angeles was generated from an
article in the TRW Company Newsletter. Los Angeles sales representative Michael Lewis was waiting
for his meeting to begin when he read the article about a charity in Phoenix, Arizona that was doing
wonderful things for sick children.
He rushed home and gathered together a group who began working with the Phoenix office to set
up a chapter in the Greater Los Angeles area, which was incorporated as the 15th chapter in the
national network in 1983.

WEST VALLEY NEWS CONNECTING BUSINESS & COMMUNITY SINCE 2004

Bowling4Boosters Strikes Gold

In that first year, 12 wishes were granted, including 11-year-old Gary's wish for a VCR of his own.
Volunteers presented the new VCR and one year of complimentary video rentals to him while he was
still in the hospital. His smile became the first of many for the Make-A-Wish Foundation of Greater
Los Angeles.
In December of 2008, Make A Wish Foundation made another wish come true at Westfield Topanga.
This continues a Valley tradition of cooperation between business and community for a good cause.

Dr. Ian Taras and the Revlon Run/Walk for Women

Thank You!

The West Valley B.O.O.S.T.E.R.S. hit a strike the first time out
with Bowling4Boosters, a fundraising event at Canoga Bowl.
Sisters Taryn and Ingrid Crowe, Dr. Ian Taras, and Sonya Crowe, getting ready to participate in the Revlon
Run/Walk (not pictured the photographer Ed Crowe who joins in the traditional walk every year).

When you get up at 5:00 AM to drive to Sherman Oaks and board a double-decker bus hired by a
local Ob/Gyn, to drive downtown and run/walk to raise money for breast cancer research, you know
you’re part of something special. Dr. Ian Taras of Woodland Hills is that kind of a person, who can
inspire and motivate people to go the extra mile for a good cause. He has followed on the footsteps
of his father as a caring doctor, and continued the tradition of participating in the Revlon Run/Walk
from his mother, who started back in 1999. More than 150 people joined the Dr. Taras team this year.
The kind of stuff Legends of the Valley are made of.

All net proceeds from the event help fund materials, equipment,
and morale boosting activities not covered by the City.
Kudos to the organizing committee for putting it all together.
Many thanks to the event sponsors, exhibitors, participating
bowlers, in-kind donors, silent auction winners and volunteers.
You made it all worthwhile. To learn more about the West
Valley B.O.O.S.T.E.R.S., visit www.wvboosters.org
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Progress on Corporate
Pointe at West Hills

“THE TENN WAYS TO PROSPER” SMALL BUSINESS SERIES

“CONDUCT A HUMAN ENERGY AUDIT ON YOUR BUSINESS”
By Ben Tenn, Tenn Consulting
It is not too late to conduct an energy audit of your business—but I am not talking about electrons or
your carbon footprint. I mean human and systems energy.

By Ed Crowe, West Valley News

A newly paved section of Fallbrook Avenue, north
of Roscoe, shows recent improvements made to the
area surrounding Corporate Pointe. This is a positive
sign of things to come.

Every day we read and hear about the benefits of becoming more energy efficient, from our car makers
being asked / directed to build cars and trucks with higher fuel mileage to appliances and machinery that
cost less each year to run and operate.

On February 26, 2009, the Los Angeles City
Planning Commission voted 5-0 to approve the
proposed enhancements and zoning change to the
Corporate Pointe at West Hills campus.
Speakers voicing their support for the plans to
enhance the campus included neighbors to the east,
west, and south of the campus, union leaders, and
representatives from the offices of City Councilman
Greig Smith and Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa. A number of stakeholders remain steadfast in their opposing
views despite several development compromises
offered by the developer. I suppose this is expected
with any new development. The fear of the unknown.
The developer Trammell Crow Company has publicly
committed to:
• Improving neighborhood traffic flow by
providing funds for a median on Fallbrook
Avenue and traffic light synchronization at eight
intersections on Roscoe Boulevard

All of that discussion is beneficial but I shall leave it to others to figure out
how much wind power is best for our nation. My concern is the energy you
invest or spend in setting up, building and growing your small business. If you
are not certain you are using human and business systems energy efficiently and
effectively, now is the time to conduct a business energy audit.

campus for the community to jog, walk, and enjoy
• Implementing a Transportation Demand
Management plan that cuts down on the need
to travel by car
• Striving to achieve a Gold LEED standard for all
new buildings on campus

We don’t know how soon the community can expect
to see any of the proposed work on campus begin. The
• Beautifying the perimeter of the campus facing
expansion plan still needs to be approved by PLUM
homes by adding several layers of trees and plants and the City Council. The community remains vigilant.
• Building an exercise path, along the perimeter of

Continued from Page 4

The answer to the last question is: You lose.
Why? Because your competition is working in
their strength zone and you aren’t!

capture the attention of others and draw them
to you. On the other hand, when you’re working
in areas of weakness, few people will show
interest. If others are continually praising you
in a particular area, start developing it.

Tarzana Gives Grant

Strategic Strength Zones

Ask yourself:
“What am I doing well?”
4. Check Out the Competition
You don’t want to spend all your time
comparing yourself to others; that’s not healthy.
But you don’t want to waste your ti me doing
something that others do much better. GE CEO
Jack Welch asserts, “If you don’t have a
competitive advantage, don’t compete.” People
don’t pay for average. If you don’t have the talent
to do something better than the competition,
place your focus elsewhere.
To get a better picture of where you stand in
relationship to the competition, ask yourself the
following questions:
• Is someone else doing what I am doing?
• Are they doing it well?
• Are they doing it better than I am?
• Can I become better than they are?
• If I do become better, what will be the result?
• If I don’t become better, what will be the
result?

The Tarzana Neighborhood Council gave a
$2,500.00 grant to the Valley Interfaith Council
to help fill the food pantries in Woodland Hills
and Reseda. Linda Abrams, Board Member of
Valley Interfaith Council, was able to use the
new Neighborhood Purposes Grant to secure
funding for their much needed cause. This was
the first grant application Tarzana Neighborhood
Council received and the council felt it went to a
most worthy effort.
Linda Abrams will be speaking at the Valley
Regional Congress on May 30th at Panorama
High School 8015 Van Nuys Blvd. Panorama
City. She will review the NPG program with
community based members and share her
thoughts on how neighborhood councils can
work in partnerships with community based
organizations. To register to attend please go to:
http://parc3.lacity.org/done/donereg/
Lisa Cerda, the Outreach Chair for Tarzana
Neighborhood Council will Co Chair the Valley
Regional Congress with Jose Sandoval, the Vice
President of the Panorama City Neighborhood
Council. The event will also include a canned
food drive to help support VIC. Please drop you
canned foods off on May 30th between 8:00 am
and 10:00 am in the turn about at Panorama
High School. Thanks for your support!

Here is how to begin. First, look backward. In 2007 and 2008, count up how
many hours (meaning money) were required to accomplish your most important
tasks. Lets begin with sales to your top customers, the ones that equaled 50%
of more of your total sales for the year. Then count up how many hours were
required to make the last 50% of your sales. Where were you most efficient?
What systems have you put into place that allowed you to maximize your sales with each of your customers,
large and small, with the minimum of energy by both your key sales people AND all of your other employees
that processed and shipped the order and handled customer service, collections, etc.
Once you add it all up and compare your energy efficiency for each of your key clients as well as your
‘little guys’ you can make the changes in your selling process (yes, selling is always a process, not an
event) for 2009 to ensure you are not wasting valuable resources by having heat or activity go up your
business chimney.
Now audit your buying process for the products or services you use everyday in running your business.
How long does it take to order your supplies, and how long does it take to receive it, store it, handle it and
finally pay the bills when they are due. Can you save energy, human energy and time, by changing your
system to buying with credit cards, placing regular orders, keeping inventory or parts or materials to a
minimum, adjusting for seasonality or simply having a lower cost employee take on this task while you
or your higher cost employees are deployed where their human energy can bring greater results.
Once you have looked back, now is the time to look forward with your energy audit. Since 2007, the world
has changed due to our current Great Recession. Your customers, if they are typical, may be changing their
shopping and buying habits. Prices may have eroded due to fierce or desperate competition. Or maybe you
are sitting pretty because you are well positioned to take advantage of the market forces swirling around us.
Regardless, audit your efforts from the first quarter of this year to see if you are using your sales, marketing,
buying, shipping, operations, finance and overall management energy to maximize your opportunity.
If you find energy waste in the same way that a dripping faucet wastes water, repair it now. If you can
determine a better process that does not use so much paper but rather uses electronic communications
more, or if you can start or expand your use of electronic bill paying, or if you can upgrade your phone
system or simply use all the features you are already paying for, now is the time. And maybe it is time to
turn off some lights and computers overnight to stop wasting electricity and heat when no one is at the
office or factory.
Third, do an audit on your products and services. Are you providing the right mix to your current and
future customers in light of today’s economic situation? Maybe it is time to test a few new ideas, new
packages, new offerings or new prices to see what might work better. And if you have excess inventory
laying around costing your money and space, dispose of it now. Turn that old, outdated stuff into cash,
even if you have to sell it for a loss.
Finally, look around at your employees. You invested valuable hours and energy hiring them and then
training them. Are they still current with your wishes? Do you understand your goals for this year or season?
Do they know why you have taken certain actions but no others? Are they content with you passing on their
most recent idea? If you are not getting the most effective and productive use of your employees, you are
wasting the most important energy you have available to run your business. Expend a bit of your own
energy by having a conversation with them, one at a time and in a group, to ensure they know your plans,
goals, processes and struggles so they can join with you, minds alert and hands ready to lift without
slipping or sliding in muddy confusion.
This can be a great time to conduct an energy audit and review of your products, services, prices, terms
of sale, job descriptions of your employees and all the various systems and processes you use to get things
done each day. A bit of energy invested now, mostly by you, can bring real efficiency down the road that
make all the difference.
All the best wishes for a prosperous national roll out in 2009.
Ben Tenn of Tenn Consulting provides small business management consulting and coaching with an
emphasis on marketing and sales. Tenn, after earning an MBA from UCLA, has enjoyed 35 successful years
of business experience as a corporate executive and small business owner including 11 years at The Walt
Disney Co., 13 years as a business consultant and as an Instructor at UCLA Extension.
For more information, call 818 993 8222 or email btenn@yahoo.com.

Get $100 Discount on Your Next Website or Marketing Design Project
BUSINESS IDENTITY (Logos & Trademarks)
MARKETING & CAPABILITIES BROCHURES
ADS & PRODUCT CATALOGS
NEWSLETTERS & PUBLICATIONS
PRESS KITS & ADVERTISING COLLATERAL
WEBSITE TONIGHT BUSINESS 5-PAGE PACKAGE
PACKAGING DESIGN

818.883.3374

CROWE MARKETING DESIGN
www.crowemarketingdesign.com

CROWE VALUE DOLLARS

CLIP THIS AD AND
GIVE US A CALL!

If you have been waiting for the right time to upgrade the image of your business, NOW IS THE TIME!
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WNC New Emergency
Preparedness
Committee is Ready

Winnetka Neighborhood Council
Date Certified: July 21, 2003
Election Date: October 23, 2007
Project Coordinator: THOMAS SOONG

www.winnetkanc.com

thomas.soong@.lacity.org
Region:
SOUTH VALLEY AREA
Council District(s): 3, 12
Boundaries:
NORTH: NORDHOFF ST.

The Committee is led by TJ Martens who
represented Winnetka last year at the International
Conference of Earthquakes held in downtown
Los Angeles along with more the 45 countries
around the world. Mr. Martens was part of the
Dutch Disaster Team while living in Europe and
assisted with the evacuation of nearly 5 million
residents during the flooding of all major rivers
in Germany and the Netherlands.

SOUTH: VICTORY BLVD.
EAST: SHOUP AVE.
WEST: L.A. CITY LiMITS
Meetings:
Second Tuesday of the month
Valley Village
Winnetka Ave. Winnetka, CA 91306
6:30 PM

WNC 2009 OFFICERS
JJ POPOWICH
WNC President
jedi_yoda@msn.com
P. ARTHUR SIMS
Vice President

(L-R) Ashley Bishop, Pacific Lodge Youth Services program director, master chef TJ Martens, and Lisa Alegria,
President/CEO of Pacific Lodge Youth Services, after the Culinary Academy graduation ceremony.

ERICK LACE
Treasurer

Winnetka Neighborhood Council Board member TJ Martens’ talents go beyond the boundaries of
his community. Besides chairing the WNC Emergency Preparedness Committee, he lends his skills
and knowledge as a master chef and instructor to make a difference in the lives of at-risk youth at
Pacific Lodge. His Gino’s Cara Culinary Academy recently graduated three talented youth.

MARYANN SMILEY
Secretary

2009 Board of Directors
Edesa Aghakhanmoshabad
Stephanie Aguirre
(Youth Committee Representative)
Armineh Chelebian
Jozef Thomas Essavi
Nina Fomaeva Essavi
TJ Martens
Nalini Natarajan
Tess Reyes-Dunn
T. Alan Schweizer

NCs Prevail in Funding Battle
Earlier in May the City Council passed a $7 billion dollar budget for the 2009-2010 fiscal year.
The City’s budget includes cuts across all City departments and services as well as the unfortunate
layoffs of some City employees. All departments had to share in the pain as the City attempted to
create a budget that can deal with millions of dollars in lost revenues caused by the financial crisis
our Country is going through.
As part of the City family Neighborhood Council expected to feel some of the pain of the budget
cuts. Mayor Villaraigosa proposed a 10% cut in NC funding lowering our annual budget to $45,000
from our past $50,000 dollar allocation and allowing us to maintain the rolled over funds many of us
saved for larger projects. Most NC’s felt this was reasonable and ultimately this is what the final
budget passed by the City Council included.
And that should be the end of the story right? Wrong.

Committees
Budget and Finance
Interfaith
Emergency Preparedness
Events
Planning & Land Use Management
Public Safety
Public Works and Transportation
Rules, Elections & By-Laws
Youth Committee

It’s only the beginning. The final budget deal came very close to not happening. The established
political machine that exists in Los Angeles made a very real effort to ensure that the NC system
would be gutted in the new budget. Without adequate notice of discussion a small group of City
Council members who serve on the Budget & Finance Committee made a recommendation that NC
budgets be reduced by 78%. In effect our annual allocation would have decreased from $50,000 to
$11,200 per NC. Over the course of the late night committee meeting Councilmember Parks and
Smith (who represents a portion of the WNC) alternately proposed the 78% cut and at one point even
the sweeping of any rolled over funds from past years. Without a doubt this would have literally
killed the NC system.
Fortunately NC representatives (including several WNC Board members) and supporters sprang
into action and demonstrated that grass roots democracy can work. NC representatives from across
the City sent letters to their Council members protesting the recommendations of the Budget and
Finance Committee. Organizers orchestrated a massive turnout of NC Board members and concerned
stakeholders at the next Budget & Finance Committee meeting and with the support of the remaining
City Council members on the Committee and the Mayor the funding was ultimately restored.
Why did Parks and Smith propose the massive reductions? Well if you ask them they will tell you
that they are only trying to save the jobs of City employees. However, many others will say that this
was an opportunistic attack on NCs and the community volunteers that serve on their Boards. If only
they could take away our funding perhaps we’ll all go away.

WNC Quick Reference List of City
Services Phone Numbers
Graffiti Removal

(818) 227-9722
(818) 780-6618
Trash Pick-up/ Large Item
(800) 773-2489
Bulky Item Pick up
(800) 773-City
Health Department
(818) 902-4470
Housing
(818) 756-1180
Landlord/ Tenant Questions
(866) 557-7368
All other phone numbers please call 311

The Winnetka Neighborhood Council (WNC)
started its new Emergency Preparedness (EP)
Committee in January 2009. The WNC has a long
history of focusing on emergency preparedness
through its work with the CERT program. Now
the WNC wants to step up its efforts to ensure
Winnetka and surrounding areas are prepared in
the event there is a natural disaster (earthquakes,
fires or floods) or manmade disaster (terrorist
attack, chemical spill or nuclear attack). The
EP Committee is growing each month and is
planning to set up our second free CERT
(Community Emergency Response Team),
7-week workshop training participants what to
do in event of disaster, including demonstrations
on how turn off the gas valve, water main, etc.

You see NCs have evolved and grown over the years and we serve a very important function in the
current City political landscape. In addition to all the good we do in our individual communities
which can range from focusing on improving education in our schools, providing innovative
approaches to solving graffiti, parking, and speeding problems, focusing on ensuring City services
are directed to the most in need areas of our community, and focusing on public safety and disaster
preparedness issues, we also serve as a sort of watchdog to the traditional City political structure.
It was the NC’s that stood up to the City on DWP rate increases. It was the NC’s that raised alarms
about ballot measures that masqueraded as ethics reform when it was really a term limit increase.
Democracy is a participative form of government. Its success relies on an educated populace that is
involved in the discussion and voting process. It’s a process that requires transparency and open and
See NCs Prevail in Funding Battle on Page 14

The WNC is partnering with schools, churches,
nonprofit organizations, local businesses, local
law enforcement agencies, LAFD, Red Cross,
Homeland Security and other agencies. The WNC
is also exploring opportunities for a series of
Emergency Preparedness Fairs with other
Neighborhood Councils in May of this year.
A home survey is planned to map out Winnetka
with locations for triage, first aid center and
shelters, along with identifying doctors & nurses
living or working in Winnetka in case of a natural
or manmade disaster. The WNC EP Committee
is looking for stakeholder volunteers who want to
be part of this unique committee to help Winnetka
be prepared for any disaster.
Please contact the EP Committee Chair:
TJ Martens at 818-772-9275, or come to
our next Board meeting at Valley Village (at the
southeast corner of De Soto and Sherman Way).

Medical Marijuana
Dispensaries Invade
Winnetka
We’ve heard from some stakeholders that there
is concern about the recent opening of a medical
marijuana dispensary store on Vanowen Street,
near Winnetka Ave. This store did not file for a
proper permit and is not authorized to conduct
the activity of selling marijuana. It is our understanding that the Department of Building and
Safety has been out to the store and cited it, but
they have now filed for a hardship exemption.
The prospect of this and other stores (such as
a store on Roscoe Blvd, near Mason that may
also be opening soon as a marijuana dispensary)
have caused the WNC to look at what legal
restrictions can be placed on these stores.
The current problem facing the City is a lack
of law to deal with the dispensaries. In California
medical marijuana is legal. However, there are no
real laws to regulate the placement and conduct
of the dispensaries that sell the marijuana. The
City Council did pass an interim ordinance
measure a few years ago to prevent the opening
of new stores, but unfortunately enforcement is
difficult due to a hardship “loophole” that allows
new stores to file for a hardship stating that the
service is needed despite the prohibition.
The City Planning Department is working on
an ordinance to present to the City Council to
regulate these stores. You can read the proposed
ordinance at http://cityplanning.lacity.org/.
The Winetka Neighborhood Council urged a
number of recommendations to be included in
the final ordinance. Visit www.winnetkanc.com.
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Budget Updates...

MESSAGE FROM WASHINGTON FROM…

By Councilman Greig Smith

The City Council approved a balanced $7.05 billion City budget
Monday, May 18.

HELPING WITH THE COSTS OF COLLEGE
On February 17th, President Obama signed the American Recovery
and Reinvestment Act (also known as the Economic Stimulus Bill) into
law. I voted for this legislation.
The Economic Stimulus Bill has important provisions to help families
deal with college costs. In particular, if you are thinking about financing
a college education, you should be aware of provisions concerning Pell Grants and the American
Opportunity Tax Credit.
Pell Grants — The Economic Stimulus Bill increases the maximum Pell Grant to $5,350 for the
2009-2010 school year and to $5,550 for the 2010-2011 school year. The Pell Grant program is the
largest source of federal aid granted to post-high school students by the federal government. Pell
Grants are available to low-income, undergraduate students to help offset the costs associated with
obtaining a college or trade school education.
American Opportunity Tax Credit — For 2009 and 2010, the Bill will also provide taxpayers
with a new "American Opportunity" tax credit of up to $2,500 of the cost of tuition and related school
expenses paid during the year. This credit replaces the Hope Scholarship Tax Credit for the next two
years. Under the new American Opportunity Tax Credit, taxpayers will receive a tax credit based on
100% of the first $2,000 of tuition and related expenses (including books and lab equipment) paid
during the taxable year and 25% of the next $2,000 of tuition and related expenses paid during the
taxable year.
Under the previous Hope Scholarship tax credit, only tuition was eligible. Due to the fact that tuition
at the Valley’s community colleges (Pierce, Mission, and L.A. Valley College) is less than $1,000,
many Valley students were not able to fully take advantage of the Hope Scholarship. I worked hard
so that the now-applicable American Opportunity Tax Credit, will also include the cost of required
books and lab equipment, thus providing community college students with a greater credit. I am now
working to try to include student health fees and transportation costs, but currently these do not yet
count as eligible expenses.
If the student is claimed as a dependent on the parents’ tax return, then the parents claim the credit
on their tax return. If the parents are divorced or separated, whichever parent claims the student as a
dependent is the one that can claim the credit. If the student is not claimed as a dependent by either
parent, then the student can claim the credit on the student’s tax return. If the person claiming the
credit (whether it is the student or the parent) has an adjusted gross income in excess of $160,000
for married couples ($80,000 for someone who is single), then the amount of the credit is reduced.

FREE Business Counseling
SBA SCORE Program
Counselors to America’s Small Business

Call the Chamber Office to schedule an appointment with
Don Doner/Senior SCORE Counselor

The City is struggling through the worst economic crisis we have seen
in our lifetimes. The $530 million budget shortfall required making some
very difficult choices that will result in many layoffs, salary cuts, and
reductions in services across the City.
The budget the Council passed Monday calls for 1,200 layoffs plus the elimination of 800 positions
and 26 furlough days (a 10% salary reduction) for all remaining City employees, unless the Mayor is
able to negotiate the “shared sacrifice” he proposed with the coalition of City unions. There will also
be a hard hiring freeze except for sworn Police and Fire personnel, revenue-generating positions, and
sanitation and waste water workers.
We have cut our own Council office budget 10% and my staff and I will be taking furlough days,
on top of the 10% of our budget we have already given back to the General Fund.
A compromise was reached over the weekend to fund 480 Police Officers to replace a portion of the
520 that will retire or leave the force under normal attrition. The proposal involves borrowing against
$22 million in unexpected property tax revenues due from the state. Funding for up to another 300
officers is expected to be covered by Federal Stimulus money. The Police hiring issue will come back
to the Council for revision if the funds do not materialize.
The Council restored Neighborhood Council funds to $45,000 per year (a 10% reduction) and they
will be able to bank up to $145,000 of their surplus funds. The City Clerk will manage Neighborhood
Council elections, and will rely on strong volunteer assistance and outreach work from the
Neighborhood Councils in order to reduce overall costs.
We instructed City Departments to begin the creation of an Economic Development Department
made up of current City entities that support business and economic development.
For the first time, we established a Budget Stabilization Fund, or “rainy day fund” which would
capture excess revenues in economic boom years and set them aside for bust years.
We also cut the subsidy for special events in half and put in restrictions on what types of
community events should get fee waivers.
Although it is balanced, the budget will have to be revisited. The ballot measures on the May 19
election meant to address some of California's budget problems have failed, and will take another
$120 million out of our City budget. Other unknown factors that could affect the budget positively or
negatively include ongoing negotiations with the City unions, and the amount of revenues coming
from proposed public-private-partnerships.
The Budget and Finance Committee will begin working on the budget again in the coming weeks.
We will announce developments as continue to work on the budget here and on our website at
www.CD12.org.

West Valley News. We Deliver. Call 818.883.3374
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818.884.4222
5 Tips on Advertising Basics
• Be consistent in your ad message and style including business cards, letterhead, envelopes, invoices,
signs and banners.
• Newspapers, radio and TV stations are helpful in producing the advertising that you will be running with them.
• While word-of-mouth advertising has been around a long time, it usually falls short of being able to attract
the number of customers needed to be successful in business.
• Promote benefits rather than features. A benefit is the emotional satisfaction your product or service provides,
or a tangible performance characteristic.
• Know your competitors. Knowing everything about your competitors is just as important as knowing everything
about your own business.

COUNCILMAN SMITH'S REBUTTAL TO RECENT STATEMENTS
BY THE MAYOR REGARDING THE BUDGET
On Wednesday May 13, I voted with the majority of the City’s Budget and Finance Committee to fix Mayor
Antonio Villaraigosa’s proposed budget which is balanced on $326 million of uncertain assumptions that
would have bankrupted the City by the end of this year.
The Chief Legislative Analyst and the City Administrative Officer, who serves as the City’s chief financial
officer, both concur with the Committee majority that Mayor Villaraigosa's proposed budget is unsustainable.
Since that time the Mayor has engaged in scare tactics and fear mongering instead of working to find
solutions for the City’s financial problems.
Even worse, Police Chief William Bratton threatened to take away Police Officers from the districts of
Councilmembers who do not cave to his agenda and the Mayor’s budget-breaking demands.

BLUMENFIELD TO SERVE ON BUDGET
CONFERENCE COMMITTEE
Rare appointment of freshman member to key budget post
Assemblymember Bob Blumenfield (D–Woodland Hills) announced
today his appointment to the Legislature’s Budget Conference Committee
that will tackle the state’s $21 billion deficit in the coming weeks. The
appointment is significant for a legislator in his or her first term, as
Blumenfield is.

My colleagues, Councilmen Bernard Parks and Bill Rosendahl, are honorable public servants who do not
deserve political retaliation for their difficult decision to preserve City services while keeping the City solvent.
As a 16-year LAPD Reserve Police Officer, I reject the implication that I oppose our Police and Firefighters.
I have put my life on the line to protect the people who live and work in Los Angeles
and public safety has always been and will always be my top priority.
Mayor Villaraigosa’s plan to remove current rank-and-file Police Officers from the streets with mandatory
furlough days to pay for his new Officers fails to make sense.
Furthermore, the Mayor fails to provide a viable revenue source for these new hires. His budget relies on
hundreds of millions of dollars in union concessions that he has failed to obtain in 15 months of ongoing
negotiations.

In previous years, two conference committee posts were slotted for senior Democratic legislators,
the Chair of the Budget Committee and the Chair of the Appropriations Committee, along with one
Republican. This year, the committee was expanded to three Democrats, with Blumenfield securing
the new spot.

The City is projected to reach a $1 billion budget deficit in 2010. Mayor Villaraigosa funds his proposals
with one-time revenue that will not fix our ongoing budgetary problems.

“I welcome the opportunity to serve on the Budget Conference Committee, and I thank Speaker
Karen Bass for asking me to do so. It will be a daunting undertaking, but I feel up to the challenge.
I am proud to have the chance to fight to protect senior citizens, the disabled, working men and
women, and middle class families from being hard hit by the deep spending cuts that will be
necessary,” Blumenfield said. “Although we will be forced to make painful reductions in programs
across the board, my goal will be to minimize the impacts of those cuts on our most vulnerable
populations.”

The drastic downturn of our economy has created the worst budget scenario in City history. The City,
like all families all across America, has had to make sacrifices, cut spending, and make do with less.

“I also hope, and am optimistic, that out of this dire situation we can make strides towards the
structural reforms in the budget process and throughout our government that are needed to right the
system that has become dysfunctional on so many levels,” he added.
The committee will hold its first hearing today at which members will receive a briefing on the
Governor’s proposed May revisions to the budget.

A deficit of this magnitude will force the closing of parks and libraries and decimate critical services such
as street paving, sidewalk repair and traffic improvements.

In addition to the 26 mandatory furlough days my staff and I will take under the Committee’s revised budget,
I am cutting my office salaries and General City Purpose funds by 10%. This is on top of the 10% cut to office
salaries I gave back in the current year’s budget.
I fully support the hiring of additional Police Officers and the expansion of the force. I will not, however,
endorse a fiscally irresponsible plan. The hiring freeze is a temporary delay to LAPD’s expansion until the City
can afford it. I urge the Mayor and Police Chief to tone down their rhetoric and work with the Council to
achieve real solutions based on sound fiscal policy.
Sincerely,
Greig Smith
Councilman, Twelfth District
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Belly Up to the Barbell
By Lori San Martin, Certified Fitness Instructor IIFPA

Chaminade’s Higher Grounds Café takes
it to the next level at Fields Market

Question: I’m afraid working out with weights will make my
muscles too big. I only want to lose fat. What do I do?

Lessons learned by students in the classroom
and on campus are now being tested in the real
world of product merchandising at Fields Market
in West Hills.

I often hear this from clients. They think that building muscle
is going to turn them into a Huge Hulking Heman. Fear not the
gym, the barbells, the resistance machines or dumbbells. There are many benefits to weight
training and if you are careful and informed, there are few negatives. Men can increase muscle
mass but it would take some heavy-duty lifting to achieve a size that really matters. Women,
you will not buff up but will tone, giving a leaner look.

Thanks to Fields Market co-owner Bill Rinck,
(pictured left), Chaminade’s FBLA Club members
were given the opportunity to test market their
Higher Grounds coffee at his store.

Working with dumbbells, barbells and resistance machines is a wonderful way to get you on the
road to good health. Building muscle is one of the best ways to offset the onset of osteoperosis.
Weight training builds muscles and in turn, our bones get stronger and more dense.
Another wonderful perk to pumping iron is that it will actually help you lose body fat. The more
muscle you have, the more calories are burned during regular activities, cardiovascular exercise
and even during sleep. While you are weight training, you increase your metabolism which stays
at a heightened level longer than when only doing cardio. So, combine weight/resistance exercise
and cardiovascular exercise, and what a burn you will get!
Stronger muscles mean more endurance and stamina. The bigger the muscles, the more energy
they can store, and so the longer you can perform a physical task-whether it is walking the golf
course, running, cycling, lifting, gardening or shopping in the mall.
Another benefit is an increase in good balance and coordination. Older adults are sometimes
prone to falling. This is often because of weakened bones that no longer support the body
efficiently. Weight bearing exercise for the elderly will strengthen both the muscles and bones,
increasing stability. From young athletes to adults, it is advantageous for everyone to weight
train, even young children (under supervision of a knowledgeable trainer).
Weight training energizes you and elevates your mood. It makes you strong, which generates
feelings of confidence. It also improves posture and helps alleviate lower back pain. Even the
immune system is strengthened making you more resistant to illness.
So begin weight training with some expert guidance, at least to start. Proper form and technique
are extremely important. Donʼt resist weight training, after all, itʼs just a bunch of dumbbells.
Eat healthy, drink water, get your sleep, do some cardio, weigh everyday, and belly up to the
barbells and work those muscles. Be healthy and happy.
Lori San Martin is certified with the International Fitness Professionals Association.
For one-on-one or buddy fitness instruction or fitness related questions contact Lori at
throwafitt@yahoo.com.

Higher Grounds Café, operated by Chaminade
Preparatory's Future Business Leaders of
America (FBLA) Club, was inspired by the
critically-acclaimed documentary on the
injustices in the coffee industry, Black Gold,
which premiered at the Sundance Film Festival.
Higher Grounds Café coffee is purchased
from Fair Trade Unions in Ethiopia, Indonesia,
Guatemala and Peru. Keeping environmental
concerns in mind, the coffee is also 100 percent
organic and shade grown. Part of the profits
made from the Higher Grounds coffee provides
education, clean water and healthy food to
developing nations, including those farmers documented in Black Gold.
On Saturday, May 9, 2009, Higher Grounds launched the marketing of its private label gourmet
coffee at Fields Supermarket (23221 Saticoy St. West Hills, CA). FBLA Club members were there
from 10 AM to 5 PM to hand out educational materials, serve samples of hot, iced, and blended
coffee. and to sell one-pound bags of Higher Grounds: Ethiopian Elevation, Gourmet Light Roast
Coffee, Decaf Sumatra Mandheling Aceh, Gourmet Bold Roast, and Sumatra Mandheling
Aceh, Gourmet Bold Roast.
If you are a coffee lover and appreciate the high quality taste of specialty (gourmet) coffee, and also
want to support the higher cause of FBLA Club young marketeers, stop by Fields Market and buy a
pound or two. To learn more or to order online, visit www.highergroundscafe.org.

STARTING A NEW BUSINESS? MOVING YOUR BUSINESS?
CHANGING PARTNERS?

You Need to File a DBA
Pastor Glenn Kirby
Continued from Page 6

And so is the community that the Kirby’s live
in. We are blessed to have good people like
them working in and for the community. The
new church and school that was recently
constructed on what used to be the Trafficana
family’s egg ranch is also a new community

resource. Glenn and the members of the church
are letting community groups use the facilities
when it doesn’t conflict with the church
activities. Most recently some 300 members
of the LAPD met there for training before being
assigned to the new Police Station on Topanga
Canyon.
After this is published Glenn Kirby might be
seen by some as no longer being behind the
scenes. However, I’m sure he will always be
there encouraging others to step forward and
serve their community. He leads by example. He
leads with great compassion and understanding.
He leads from a moral background and lifestyle.
He leads out of love for his family, love for his
community, and of course love for his God.
If you know of someone like Glenn Kirby,
someone working to make our community better,
please contact me at a1blarney@cox.net. I will
feature them in the next “Behind the Scenes.”

Global Visions is closing its doors
but not its generous heart of gold
What started as a labor of hope and love for activist
and photographer Amy Michal Schaffer, it evolved
into an import and wholesale/retail business in 1986.
She had long admired the arts and crafts of indigenous
people from around the globe and wanted to help. She
created Global Visions as an opportunity to support the
artists directly by commissioning the work and selling
the crafts in this country. “It was never my intention to
make it a major money maker.” She says. “Over the
years, the business helped support a lot of people.”

Stimulus Funds for Business
Continued from Page 1

ARRA projects are being approved over the
next several years, so how do you know what to
bid on today? Go to http://www.recovery.com
and find approved projects in our area that are
ready for bid. Once you find a project, contact
the agency for bid information. This website has
ARRA projects only—don't forget that stimulus
funds are in addition to regular government
spending. You can learn how to find those bid
opportunities and how to do business with the
government on Economic Alliance's website at
http://alliancesfv.toolsforbusiness.info.
Training your employees and yourself for the
future. Your local Workforce Investment Board’s
One-Stop Career Center is receiving stimulus
dollars to train workers for jobs of the future.
If you need workers with specialized skills or
want to avoid layoffs by training your unskilled
workers in more advanced skills, contact the
Workforce Investment Board Business Services
at (213) 744-7211. If your business has failed,
there are training funds and assistance for you
and your employees through the One-Stop
Career Center’s Displaced Workers program.
The California Employment Training Panel
(ETP) also has funds to train existing employees
and business owners. For information, visit
http://www.etp.ca.gov or call (916) 327-5640.
If you are reducing employee hours, your
employees can receive partial unemployment
insurance through the Employment Development
Department's Work Sharing program. For
information, see Employer Assistance at
http://alliancesfv.toolsforbusiness.info.

Michal, as she prefers to be called, worked with
crafts groups and individual artists in Haiti, West
Africa, Thailand, Indonesia, Pakistan, India, El Salvador,
Nicaragua, Brazil, China, Nepal and Mexico.
After 23 years in the business she has lost her lease
and is scaling down. She is liquidating most of her
inventory, including: handcarved sculptures, basketry,
textiles, clothing, jewelry, pottery, Native and Asian
collectibles, marble and stone decorative accessories,
kitchen/dining accessories, holiday ornaments,
paintings, whimsical handmade gifts, tribal artifacts,
display cabinets and vintage furniture for display.

Call Valley News Group 818.223.9545

For the right person with the right vision— business
and marketing skills—this could be just the right
opportunity to take Global Visions to a new level.
Call Michal at (818) 772-8826 and make her an
offer she can’t refuse. She has a heart of gold.

818.883.3374

SBA’s American Recovery Capital (ARC) Loans.
Many businesses are waiting for the $35,000
SBA-guaranteed loans to cover business loan
payments during this economic crisis. These
are 5-year loans to viable businesses with no
payment due for the first year. The loans are for
existing businesses and funds cannot be used
to pay SBA loan payments. This is one of the
few new programs authorized by the ARRA, so
it has taken longer to set up than other stimulus
programs. It will probably be late May before the
program is available.
Businesses can take a few steps to be prepared: The funds are for “viable” businesses
only—so you will probably need your income
tax statements plus a budget for the next two
years demonstrating that you can make a profit
once the economy begins to turn around. The
loans will be made by banks—probably the
banks that currently do SBA lending—although
each bank may choose whether to participate in
this program.
Had a business loss? Get a refund of past
taxes. ARRA allows a 5-year operating loss carry
back, which means if you had a 2008 business
loss that exceeded your other income (so your
personal taxable income was negative), you can
deduct that loss from prior years’ taxable income
and re-calculate your prior years’ taxes to get a
refund. To do this, use IRS form 1045 for each
year that you request a refund.
The Economic Alliance of San Fernando Valley
recognizes the importance of supporting its
business community. It hosts Tools for Business
Success on its website, with extensive local,
state, federal and web resources to help
businesses start and grow. To learn more, visit
http://alliancesfv.toolsforbusiness.info.

Crowe Marketing Design
Helping Small Valley Businesses Increase Sales and Prosper
ADVERTISING DESIGN / MARKETING COMMUNICATIONS / NEW MEDIA
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Community News/Calendar
CONCERTS IN THE PARK, 2009 SCHEDULE

Clyde Porter West Valley Playhouse

Valley Cultural Center (VCC) has announced their FREE Concerts in
the Park schedule for 2009. “We are pleased to present our lineup
which includes one of the most power packed and diverse schedules
of our 34-year history,” said James W. Kinsey III, CEO and President
of VCC. We are also pleased to announce that Wells Fargo Bank is
on board as our 2009 Presenting Sponsor.”

Playboy Jazz Community Concert

5PM – 8PM

El Camino Real Jazz Band – Susie Hansen Band –
Ed Shaughnessy Quintet – Diane Schuur
June 14 Sha Na Na

Lori Kaye, a member of Toastmaster Spirit Speaks, delivers
her motivational speech during the monthly scheduled
meeting in Calabasas.

WE INVITE YOU TO MAKE EFFECTIVE
COMMUNICATION A REALITY
If you ever had to stand up in front of a group
and make a presentation about your business—
YOU NEED TOASTMASTERS!
If you ever had to introduce an important person in
a public meeting and panic at the thought because
you don’t know how—YOU NEED TOASTMASTERS!
If you are involved in your community and need to
speak out about what you are passionate about—
YOU NEED TOASTMASTERS!
If you are in a position of leadership and want to
improve your communication skills—YOU NEED
TOASTMASTERS!
Welcome to “Spirit Speaks” Toastmasters
We invite you to attend one of our meetings. No
reservation is required, just show up. You won't be
pressured to speak or join, and there is no cost.
Come prepared to enjoy yourself!
Meetings: 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month
Time: 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm
TV Motion Picture Fund Center
Education Room
Calabasas Road at Mulholland Road
(Right off the 101 Fwy at Valley Circle)
Calabasas, CA 91302
For membership information contact:
Lori Kaye, Vice President Membership
(818) 623-8448

LIFE STORY WRITING CLASS – Record your special
memories and family history as a precious gift to
yourself and future generations. No writing experience
is necessary and you’ll learn step-by-step techniques
for remembering, reflecting and writing about your life
clearly and vividly. Classes are FREE through Reseda
and Westside Community Adult Schools. Tuesdays,
1-4 p.m. at OneGeneration Senior Center, 18255
Victory Blvd., Reseda 91335. Thursdays, 12:30-2:30
pm at Encino-Tarzana Library, 18231 Ventura
Blvd. Tarzana 91356. Wednesdays, 2-4:30 pm at the
Simon Wiesenthal Center Library & Archives
1399 South Roxbury Drive, Los Angeles, 90035.
(818) 702-8693 or shelburne@aol.com

6PM – 8PM

June 21 Pat Longo Hollywood Big Band – Tribute to Cole Porter,
featuring vocalist, Phil Jeffrey
6PM – 8PM
June 28 Orleans (Woodland Hills-Tarzana Chamber of Commerce
Festival)
2PM – 8PM
July 4th Dennis P. Zine Fireworks Extravaganza Don Sweeney and the SRO Big Band and More
26-Minute Fireworks Display set to live Music,
MC Charlie Tuna
6PM – 9:36PM
9:05PM
with fireworks at
July 12 Preservation Hall Jazz Band

6PM – 8PM

July 19 Classic Rock All Stars – Featuring Jerry Corbetta
formerly of Sugarloaf, Peter Rivera formerly of Rare Earth,
Mike Pinera, formerly of Iron Butterfly and Dennis Noda,
formerly of Cannibal and the Headhunters 6PM – 8PM
July 26 Desperado – Tribute to The Eagles
Aug. 2

6PM – 8PM

Pierce College Symphonic Winds – Tribute to our Armed
6PM – 8PM
Forces

Aug. 9 Asia, Featuring John Payne

2009 SEASON
PERFORMANCE

The 2009 Concert schedule is as follows:
June 7

Box Office: (818) 884-1907

6PM – 8PM

Aug. 16 Ticket to Ride – Tribute to The Beatles
4PM – 8PM
(Winnetka Family Earth Day)
Aug. 23 The Lettermen

6PM - 8 PM

Aug. 30 Marilyn McCoo & Billy Davis Jr.

6PM – 8PM

In addition to the outstanding talent, VCC has expanded their Food
Court to 18 vendors, serving a variety of food and beverage to satisfy
everyone in the crowd. Concertgoers may also visit the many sponsor, vendor and local business booths and take advantage of special
concert offers not offered in stores.
Concerts are held Sunday afternoons June through August and start
at 6 PM with three exceptions; June 7th begins at 5 PM as the
Playboy Jazz Community Concert presents multiple artists; June
28th begins at 2 PM and is the Annual Family Fun Festival (Arts,
Crafts and more) with the Woodland Hills-Tarzana Chamber of
Commerce; August 16th, is Family Earth Day Celebration beginning
at 4 PM with the Winnetka Neighborhood Council. There will not be
a concert on July 5th due to the July 4th show on Saturday. Concerts
end at approximately 8 PM, with the exception on July 4th, which
ends at approximately 9:35PM.

SHOW CATEGORY

Go Back For Murder / Agatha Christie

DATES

Mystery
Jan 30 – Feb 22
Comedy
Mar 27 – Apr 26
Comedy/Drama June 5 – June 28
Musical
July 31 – Aug 30
Comedy
Sept 25 – Oct 18
Comedy/Drama Nov 20 – Dec 19

You Can’t Take It With You / Kaufman and Hart

Bus Stop / William Inge
Summer Musical (To Be Announced)
Social Security / Andrew Bergman
On Golden Pond / Ernest Thompson

Visit our website for abstracts about each show. Show titles subject to change.

www.whctheatre.com
Bus Stop by William Inge opens June 5, 2009 at the 167 seat West Valley Playhouse.
In the middle of a howling snowstorm, a bus out of Kansas City pulls up at a cheerful roadside diner.
All roads are blocked, and four or five weary travelers are going to have to hole up until morning.
Cherie, a nightclub chanteuse in a sparkling gown and a seedy fur-trimmed jacket, is the passenger
with most to worry about. She's been pursued, made love to and finally kidnapped by a twenty-oneyear-old cowboy with a ranch of his own and the romantic methods of an unusually headstrong bull.
The belligerent cowhand is right behind her, ready to sling her over his shoulder and carry her, alive
and kicking, all the way to Montana.
“…Mr. Inge has put together an uproarious comedy that never strays from the truth.” —NY Times.
“William Inge should be a great comfort to all of us…he brings to the theatre a kind of warm-hearted
compassion, creative vigor, freshness of approach and appreciation of average humanity that can be
wonderfully touching and stimulating.” —NY Post.
All productions are done under a special agreement with Actors Equity Association
Bus Stop will run Thurs., Fridays, Saturdays 8:00pm.
Sundays 2:30pm.

June 5 through June 28 , 2009

Ticket Prices are $25.00
Senior and Students $23.00, with group rates available.
Clyde Porter’s West Valley Playhouse 7242 Owensmouth Ave., Canoga Park, CA 91303
_______________________________________________________________________

Madrid Theatre
www.madridtheatre.org

Parking is available for a $8 donation (per car) in three nearby
parking structures; Califa street between Topanga and Owensmouth
and Owensmouth Avenue between Oxnard and Califa. Parking for
July 4th is $15. Proceeds offset the overall cost of concerts.
For more information or to become a member, park for FREE and
receive FREE incentives, contact VCC at (818) 704-1358 or visit
www.valleycultural.org.
Founded in 1975, the Valley Cultural Center serves the greater
San Fernando Valley as the prominent resource in promoting the
performing and visual arts. With the active support and participation
of the community, our mission is to entertain, enrich and educate
current and future generations. We offer diverse programs and events
as well as recognize outstanding achievements in the arts.
Valley Cultural Center
www.valleycultural.org
vcultural@sbcglobal.net

Cinema Heritage Project seeks volunteers
The Cinema Heritage Project, a nonprofit organization that presents movies at the
locations where they were made, seeks volunteers to assist in planning, marketing,
event setup and coordination of guest talent.
Cinema Heritage Project events include appearances by cast and crew members,
as well as site tours and insights presented by local historians and film experts.
For more information, please call (818) 348-8657 or visit www.cinemaheritageproject.com.

Sip, Sample, and Celebrate at the Calabasas Taste of the Town

INFO LINE 1-877-704-3456

INCREASE VISIBILITY OF YOUR BUSINESS

Head on over to the Calabasas Chamber of Commerce 14th Annual Calabasas Wine Tasting & Silent Auction
on Friday, June 5, from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at the beautiful new Calabasas Civic Center Plaza located at
100 Civic Center Way, in Calabasas.
The whole community is invited to attend—businesses, residents and visitors for a magnificent evening
enjoying good food, good company and good wine. Learn how to savor a fine wine and distinguish its flavor
and bouquet. Tickle the taste buds with gourmet appetizers from our finest local restaurants while placing your
bids at the fabulous Silent Auction with marvelous gifts, Treasure Chests and chance to win a Flat Screen TV!
Net proceeds from the event will directly benefit the Calabasas Chamber of Commerce, which produces
monthly networking breakfast and luncheon programs, business-builder workshops, and business mixers along
with special events like the Calabasas Pumpkin Festival that includes a Business Expo coming this October.

Corporate, Small Business and Crafts Booths

Tickets are $40 in advance and $45 at the door. Ticket fees include all wine and food as well as
commemorative wine glass. For more information or to make reservations, call (818) 222-5680 or visit
www.calabasaschamber.com

Available for 2009 Concerts in the Park and the
Dennis P. Zine July 4th Extravaganza

West Valley News. We Deliver. Call 818.883.3374
Put your business in front of our family audience
Every Sunday, June through August with
An average attendance of 6,000 people per week for
Concerts and 50,000 for the Dennis P. Zine July 4th Extravaganza!
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NCs Prevail in Funding Battle
Continued from Page 11

Call Valley Cultural Center at

818-704-1358
or email us at: vcultural@sbcglobal.net
Limited number of booths available! Call now to reserve your space!

honest discussion of opposing viewpoints
and a willingness to work together to reach a
consensus approach to problem solving.
NCs will continue to serve the vital advisory
role that we were created to fill. Across the City
NCs will continue to work to improve the quality
of life in our communities. NCs will continue to

help bring City hall to the local community
and give the stakeholders we serve an important
voice in their government. The WNC is an active
part of this process. Your Board members were
part of the movement to protect our funding and
as one Board member, Jozef Essavi stated,
“we exist despite the City Council, not because
of the City Council.”

West Valley News Volume 5 Number 3 2009

PAGE 15

BUSINESS & OTHER SERVICES

CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED RATES ARE $20 PER INCH

6 MO. $108 – 12 MO. $189
FAX YOUR AD TO WEST VALLEY NEWS 818.883.9678
VISA & MASTERCARD ACCEPTED
(6 Months Minimum Placement for Classified Ads)

CUSTOM FRAMING

Michael Hattar
General Manager
(818) 713-1776

Buffet To Go! Pick it out, pack it up and go!

SPECIAL EVENT CATERING

Soup & Salad Lunch or Dinner $3.99
Buffet To Go Choose any combination of our buffet items $5.99L/$7.99D
Choice of Sides each $1.99
6705 Fallbrook Avenue, Canoga Park, CA 91307

HELP WANTED

SHOP WITH CHAMBER MEMBERS
FOR QUALITY AND SERVICE

DISPLAY ADVERTISING SALES
Work flexible hours. Earn generous commission.
West Valley News

ED 818.883.3374
WORK FROM HOME

WEST VALLEY NEWS BUSINESS BY REFERRAL
ACCOUNTING/BOOKKEEPING
CE’S Bookkeeping Service
Bobbi Trantafello
7028 Owensmouth Ave. Suite 102
Canoga Park, CA 91303

(818) 883-3899

Subscribe to the
West Valley News

West Valley News
(818) 883-3374
Community Advertising
M (818) 231-4454
www.crowemarketingdesign.com
Crowe Digital Imaging
Digital Photo Restoration
Digital Photo Manipulation

M (818) 274-2890

RESIDENTIAL HOME CARE FOR THE ELDERLY

Alex Soteras
asoteras@yahoo.com

West Hills Home Care
Mylene Carreon
22523 Schoolcraft Street
West Hills, CA 91307

(818) 876-9913

FINANCIAL ANALYSIS/PERSONAL
Primerica
Philip Imhoff
303 N. Glenoaks, Suite M-195
Burbank, CA 91502

ADVERTISING/GRAPHIC DESIGN
Crowe Marketing Design
(818) 883-3374
Ed Crowe
Logos, Ads, Brochures,
Catalogs, Newsletters, Web Design

MORTGAGE RATES ARE LOW AGAIN

Only $14

(818) 932-0079

(818) 559-9771
SWIMMING POOL SERVICE
Cleaner Pools
Matt Poshepny

(818) 635-3339

FAMILY LAW STATE PLANNING / PROBATE

12 ISSUES FOR ONE YEAR
Get local business
and community news
at your doorstep.

Laura Whitefield
Free Confidential Consultation
Woodland Hills

(818) 704-9500
Advertise for one year and get your contact information
listed in BUSINESS BY REFERRAL free of charge.
You also get a FREE business profile with photo.
A value of $250.
Classified ads not included in this offer.

ADVERTISE IN THE WEST VALLEY NEWS. COMMUNITY ADVERTISING AT AFFORDABLE RATES. 818.883.3374
C A L A B A S A S / C A N O G A PA R K / C H AT S W O R T H / R E S E D A / TA R Z A N A / W E S T H I L L S / W I N N E T K A / W O O D L A N D H I L L S

24/7 WEB PRESENCE $100
Promote Your Business with

SAVE

Mention this ad and get $100 OFF the base web package of $599.
Home / About Us / Services / News / Contact Us
Five Page Basic Professionally Designed Template-Based Website
$599 includes FREE domain name registration for one year.

818.883.3374
www.crowemarketingdesign.com

WHY WAIT FOR TOMORROW TO START PROMOTING YOUR BUSINESS...

GET YOUR WEBSITE TODAY!
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CONNECTING BUSINESS & COMMUNITY SINCE 2004

Westfield Topanga’s Luxury Wing Grand Opening, September 2008

