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World-Class Performing Arts Center Taking Shape at CSUN
A SIGN OF PROGRESS
AT CORPORATE POINTE.

“The vision of a worldclass performing
arts center is being realized … right
here… in the San Fernando Valley!”

MEPT/Trammell Crow reach
mutually acceptable agreement
with West Hills stakeholders

Said Jolene Koester, President of CSUN,
when she announced early in March that the
construction on the new Valley Performing Arts
Center had resumed, after a 62-day suspension
brought on by the state budget stalemate.

It has been a drawn out process since plans
of a proposed expansion of Corporate Pointe
at West Hills were first presented by developer
Trammell Crow to the surrounding community
for feedback. The proposed plans included an
application for zoning change from agricultural
to light industrial, which encountered some
opposition from stakeholders among other
legitimate concerns.

A vision is coming to fruition. For more than
30 years, San Fernando Valley-area leaders have
explored the possibility of building a large-scale
regional performing arts center for the San
Fernando Valley.
This vision is guided by a community mission
and common purpose: To enhance the quality of
life and offer unique educational, economic, and
cultural opportunities for nearly one-quarter of
the people of the city of Los Angeles, and more
than one-sixth of Los Angeles County's entire
population living in the San Fernando Valley
and surrounding communities.
The new Arts Center is meeting a need. While
its population of almost two million would place
it among the six largest cities in the nation, the
Valley is significantly underserved in the variety
and quality of cultural opportunities it offers. To
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A group of business and community leaders accompanied by CSUN senior executives and faculty members, participate in a
hard hat tour of the new worldclass performing arts center under construction on the Northridge campus.

The Dennis P. Zine 4th of July Extravaganza
Made the Valley Glow in Red, White and Blue

The monument sign at the corner of Roscoe and Fallbrook
was recently refurbished with the name of Corporate Pointe.

Over time and numerous meetings, a mutually
acceptable agreement has been reached between
community groups and the developer. Recently,
Trammell Crow’s Managing Director, Brad Cox,
was asked by WVN to comment about progress
at Corporate Pointe and the final agreement with
concerned community groups. He said “we are
very encouraged with the communication and
See Progress at Corporate Pointe on Page 4

experience the excitement of a Broadway-caliber
production, to hear the richness of a full symphony orchestra, or to see world-class performers

INSIDE

See Valley Performing Arts Center on Page 6
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Long time supporters of the Valley Cultural Center’s free Concerts in the Park, dressed up in patriotic garb to
celebrate Independence Day during the Councilman Dennis P. Zine July 4th Extravaganza at Warner Center Park.

Free Business Exchange
for Entrepreneurs
West Hills
Neighborhood Council

Since 1975, The Valley Cultural Center has presented free Concerts in the Park. Initially presented
in Shadow Ranch, by year two, the program moved to its current home in Warner Center Park, the
20-acre plot of land on Topanga Canyon Boulevard donated to the City of Los Angeles by the Harry
Warner family. In 1993, the stage facility was dedicated as the Lou Bredlow Pavillion, in honor of
The VCC’s founder. Concerts in the Park entertains more than 140,000 Valley visitors each year.
The Valley Cultural Center serves the greater San Fernando Valley as the prominent resource in
promoting the performing and visual arts. With the active support and participation of the community,
their mission is to entertain, enrich, and educate current and future generations.
A few years ago, Councilman Dennis Zine proposed the idea of hosting a fireworks show on the 4th
of July. This event is now the biggest fireworks display in the Valley. The Dennis P. Zine’s Extravaganza
delights over 50,000 people with a FREE concert and a 26-minute fireworks display. See Page 6.
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From the Publisher’s Desk
July is over and the end of the summer is quickly approaching. We have attended and celebrated
the graduations and weddings of family members and friends. Some of you have taken time off and
traveled to far away lands to recharge your
batteries and get some needed R&R.
Some of us stayed put to deal with the business
at hand and trying to stay cool to survive the
scorching heat in our Valley.
The challenges continue but there are positive
signs of business activity. Our phones are ringing
and there is renewed interest in reviving projects
that have been put on hold at the beginning of
the year. Last week, I received a message from
a long-time advertiser wanting to renew their
contract... and that was very good news. It made
my day!
The Crowe family had much to celebrate in June
and July with college graduations of nieces and
nephews. My wife Sonya and I, are very proud
of our daughter Taryn who worked very hard to
achieve her personal academic goal of getting
her Master of Arts in Education from Pepperdine
University. All on her own with passion and
Taryn Crowe receiving her Master in Education at
determination and new career goals. She wants
Pepperdine University.
to make a difference in this world as a teacher.
What a noble idea that presents a new challenge in her young life. We know she has what it takes
to be a great teacher. However she is not alone. There are hundreds or thousands of new college
graduates who are competing for jobs in the midst of layoffs and double-digit unemployment. But
this will make them stronger and more resourceful.
We need to be creative about finding solutions to solve our challenges in our personal lives, our
businesses, and in our search for new employment opportunities.

Ready to Conquer the World of Career Opportunities

Free Business Exchange for Entrepreneurs
Valuable Opportunity for Small Business Owners and Independent Operators
Here’s a valuable free opportunity to learn how to ‘test’ the market for your new business or
idea and get expert information on the multiple options available to put your business in
front of potentially millions of customers.
Westfield Leasing representatives invite you to attend the Westfield Entrepreneurial
Exchange on August 3 from 5 to 9pm at Westfield Mainplace, 2800 N. Main Street in Santa
Ana. Although taking place at the Santa Ana location, this event is for anyone interested in
working with Westfield shopping centers in the southern California markets of Los Angeles,
Palm Desert and San Diego.

(l-r) Lindsey Crow and Priscilla Crowe, Communications graduates. Taryn Crowe, Janine Crowe, and Stephanie Crow,
Education graduates and working and aspiring teachers. All facing challenges of new jobs, existing jobs, and new career
choices. They are intelligent, educated, hard working, with passion and enthusiasm for their respective careers. And of course,
their presence and their good looks is another A+.

With the “e” or without the “e” there is something to CROW about! The next generation of young
professionals in the Crowe family are ready to conquer the world of new opportunities. When
preparation meets opportunity, is the definition of luck I wish to all of them. Best always.

More than an idea exchange, this strategic session will feature local business owners
currently located at Westfield centers, as well as wholesalers who cater toward seasonal and
specialty products and are looking for retail distributors. Westfield leasing and development
experts will be on hand to discuss various incentives and resources for small businesses.
“The entrepreneurial spirit is thriving and many people are deciding that their next career
move is to work for themselves,” said Joyce Roberts, vice president of specialty leasing.
“We want to help these individuals do the research and decide if launching their own
business is the right move for them.”
Those attending the Exchange will discover the multiple options of retail space and
flexibility of terms available at Westfield shopping centers. Merchandising units, carts and
kiosks, available for weekly and monthly rentals, are often the perfect option for testing a
new product and to gauge consumer interest. Flexible terms are also available for larger,
in-line stores.
In addition to hosting an impressive collection of department stores, specialty shops
and dining options, each Westfield center also offers numerous marketing opportunities
for businesses. From banners, floor clings and posters, to table tents, elevator wraps and
sponsorship opportunities, the possibilities are endless.
The Westfield Entrepreneurial Exchange is free and reservations are not required. For more
information call Joyce Roberts at 818.594.8732 or email jroberts@westfield.com.
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AL MARTINEZ
Al Martinez is a Pulitzer Prize winning essayist, author of a dozen books,
an Emmy-nominated creator of prime time television shows, a travel
writer, humorist and general hell-raiser. Try him. He’s addictive.
almartinez.org/wordpress

Tel / Fax 818-883-3374 / 818-883-9678
Include name, address, and daytime telephone.
Letters may be edited for clarity and length.

Okay, I need to rant.
I was just watching the news, and I caught part
of a report on Michael Jackson. As we all know,
Jackson died the other day. He was an entertainer
who performed for decades. He made millions,
he spent millions, and he did a lot of things that
make him a villain to many people. I understand
that his death would affect a lot of people, and I
respect those people who mourn his death, but
that isn't the point of my rant.
Why is it that when ONE man dies, the whole of
America loses their minds with grief. When a man
dies whose only contribution to the country was
to ENTERTAIN people, the American people find
the need to flock to a memorial in Hollywood,
and even Congress sees the need to hold a
“moment of silence” for his passing?
Am I missing something here? ONE man dies,
and all of a sudden he’s a freaking martyr because
he entertained us for a few decades? What about
all those SOLDIERS who have died to give us
freedom? All those Soldiers who, knowing that
they would be asked to fight in a war, still raised
their hands and swore to defend the Constitution
and the United States of America. Where is their
moment of silence? Where are the people flocking to their graves or memorials and mourning
over them because they made the ultimate sacrifice? Why is it when a Soldier dies, there are
more people saying “good riddence,” and “thank
God for IEDs?” When did this country become so
calloused to the sacrifice of GOOD MEN and
WOMEN, that they can arbitrarily blow off their
deaths, and instead, throw themselves into
mourning for a “Pop Icon?”
I think that if they are going to hold a moment
of silence IN CONGRESS for Michael Jackson,
they need to hold a moment of silence for every
service member killed in Iraq and Afghanistan.
They need to PUBLICLY recognize every life that
has been lost so that the American people can
live their callous little lives in the luxury and
freedom that WE, those that are living and those
that have gone on, have provided for them. But,
wait, that would take too much time, because
there have been so many willing to make that
sacrifice. After all, we will never make millions of
dollars. We will never star in movies, or write hit
songs that the world will listen too. We only shed
our blood, sweat and tears so that people can
enjoy what they have.
Sorry if I have offended, but I needed to say it.
Remember these five words the next time you
think of someone who is serving in the military;
“So that others may live...”
Isaac
(This is written by a young soldier serving his
third tour of duty in Iraq.)

Subscribe to the West Valley News
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Love, Political Style
If I hear one more tearful apology from a politician caught humping like a dog in a cornfield
with some beguiling pretty while his wife was home trying to keep the tuna casserole warm I
think I’m going to be sick.
The image of a cheating bastard standing at a podium with the brave little woman at his side
looking very much like Grant Wood’s solemn farmer in “American Gothic” is more iconic than
anything even Norman Rockwell ever produced and it’s becoming tiresome.
What Mark Sanford, a God-lovin’ Republican, did was take off and get himself laid and he did
it with his eyes and his fly wide open. He’s sorry because no one but me believed he was on a
hike in Tyrolean shorts, yodeling his way over some of the roughest terrain in the Western
Hemisphere and through deserts that kill camels. When he was found out it was tears, forgiveness and move on.
Sanford left the statehouse one bright South Carolina morning on what turned out to be one
hell of a long hike that took him through Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, Texas,
down the eastern coast of Mexico through Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, Panama,
Colombia, Brazil and along the Peruvian coast into Argentine.
I suspect that he might have hitched a ride here and there but even so it gave him plenty of
time to think until he suddenly and inexplicably found himself in a motel bed with Chiquita
Banana. Only then did we learn it had been a long-term affair linked by emails dripping with
sex and sugar that further ramped up the vomit quotient.
To then drag his humbled wife to the podium while he sobbed an apology was the moral
equivalent of wanting his cake and eating it too.
Sanford wasn’t the first American pol to get caught with his pants down. Almost equally as
dumb as the Louisiana Gov was former Colorado Sen. Gary Hart who, in 1987, was considered
the Democratic front runner for the presidency until he was caught romancing a good friend
named Donna Rice.
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Get local business and community news at
your doorstep. CALL ED CROWE TODAY!

Mark your calendars to attend the West Valley
National Night out celebration at Birmingham
High School and Warner Center Park.
Traditionally Neighborhood Watch and similar
groups celebrate their ongoing fight to protect
their neighborhoods against crime.
Birmingham High School
This year Fritz Coleman from KNBC will be
the host and entertainment will be provided by
D.J. “Doc” Dewberry. The communities of
Reseda, Lake Balboa, Encino and Tarzana are
joining with the men and women of LAPD-West
Valley Division for a fun filled picnic for all.
• Free Hot Dogs and Chili Dogs
• Raffle Prizes
• “The Kids Zone” Entertainment Area
• Justice Bros Racing
• LAPD and LAFD vehicles
• LAPD Specialized Units
Warner Center Park
The communities of Canoga Park, Winnetka,
West Hills and Woodland Hills are joining with
the men and women of LAPD-Topanga Division
in cooperation with Valley Cultural Center for
fun, food and entertainment for the entire family.

United Chambers of Commerce
A Coalition of 32 Business Organizations, including 22 Chambers
of Commerce representing over 21,000 businesses.

He might have gotten away with it but then he challenged reporters who, tipped to his marital
infidelities, were tailing him. “Follow me around,” he dared them, “I don’t care if anybody
wants to put a tail on me, go ahead. They’d be very bored.”

5121 Van Nuys Boulevard, Suite 208
Sherman Oaks, CA 91403
T 818-981-4491 F 818-981-4256
ceo@unitedchambers.org

They followed him, photographed him with Donna on his lap aboard a yacht appropriately
named “Monkey Business” and that was the end of his presidential dreams.

Build your business while building your community!
Join a Chamber of Commerce today.

Even the noisiest Republicans do it. Newt Gingrich was having an affair as he was leading the
impeachment movement of Bill Clinton for his affair with Monica Lewinsky, but I’ll bet that if
Clinton were to run for president again the women of America would reelect him and possibly
arrange to meet him in a motel somewhere, lining up outside from Kansas to New York City
just to see if all they heard about him was true.

How does your business benefit by being a member
of your local chamber?

Locally, we had our own wildly grinning Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa who got himself a little
nookie from TV reporter Mirthala Salinas. Turned out he was covering her while she was covering him. When their affair was exposed, they parted, she got canned, he wept and now he’s
said to have another female TV reporter, but I don’t care.

• Opportunities to market your business.
• Great networking opportunities and events.
• Get involved with local legislative issues.
• Meet local business and political activists.
• Be involved in a variety of community events.
For a complete list of member chambers,
visit www.unitedchambers.org

Finally, the most pathetic of the mea culpas came from peanut farmer Jimmy Carter who
wanted to be a part of the fun but all he could come up with was telling a reporter that he’d
lusted in his heart. Huh?

Agoura/Oak Park/Conejo Valley Chamber
(818) 889-3150 | Fax (818) 889-3366
info@agourachamber.org

He was talking about the erotic fantasies everyone has but I guess when you’re a born again
Christian it’s almost the same as having done, you know, “it.” Maybe he regrets now in his old
age never actually having a sexual affair and getting to appear in public with
Rosalyn at his side to tearfully confess that while he didn’t actually get laid
he thought about it a lot.

Calabasas Chamber
(818) 222-5680 | Fax (818) 222-5690
info@calabasaschamber.com

Tears, forgiveness, applause, a Nobel Prize for meaningless moral apologies and then on to a mess of pok chops, grits and a down home okra pudding.

The Topanga Writers Workshop meets on two successive Saturdays at Al Martinez’s home in Topanga
Canyon from 2-5 p.m., for a total of six hours. The fee is $300. He covers essays, journalism, short stories,
novels, non-fiction books and magazine work. He has written in all of these areas, plus pilots, episodes and
movies for television. Al Martinez has been attached to three Pulitzers, been nominated for an Emmy and
has dozens of other national awards and honors; until recently he wrote a column for the L.A. Times for
26 years. His career in journalism spans half a century, in writing generally sixty years. You can check out
Al Martinez’s blog at almartinez.org/wordpress.

Rock Your Look with the Seventeen Magazine’s Style Mix Tour
CALABASAS

National Night Out is on
Tuesday August 4, 2009

Performance by Sean Kingston and Nina Sky- , Fashion Show, Giveaways!
August 1, 2-4pm Westfield Topanga
Here’s news on the hottest fashion event of the fall season for young ladies. Call your gal pals and
make a date to attend Seventeen magazine’s Style Mix Tour on Saturday, August 1st from 2 to 4pm
at Westfield Topanga in The Canyon.

Canoga Park/West Hills Chamber
(818) 884-4222 | Fax (818) 884-4604
cpwhchamber@bizla.rr.com
Chatsworth/Porter Ranch Chamber
(818) 341-2428 | Fax (818) 341-4930
bonnee@chatsworthchamber.com
Encino Chamber
(818) 789-4711 | Fax (818) 789-2485
Diana@encinochamber.org
Granada Hills Chamber
(818) 368-3235 | Fax (818) 366-7425
ghcoc@verizon.net
Greater San Fernando Valley Chamber
(818) 989-0300 | Fax (818) 989-3836
nancy@sanfernandovalleychamber.com
Regional Black Chamber
818.464.3484 | Fax 818.377.7424
RBCCinfo@yahoo.com
Reseda Chamber
(818) 345-1920 | Fax (818) 345-1925
akr1920@aol.com
SFV Filipino-American Chamber
(818) 780-9197 | (818) 902-1554
leomaranan@gmail.com

This stylish soiree is packed with fall fashion fun. Enjoy a performance by Sean Kingston and
twin teen pop duo Nina Sky, and get up close and personal with hot fall fashions at the fashion
show. Discover the modern fragrance that captures the timeless couture spirit of Dior at the Miss
Dior Cherie fragrance bar, and then chill in the Jenni Lounge hangout. Pros from Garnier Fructis will
be on hand to dish about the newest hair products and styles, and you’ll learn what the ‘must haves’
are for your closet this fall.

Sherman Oaks Chamber
(818) 906-1951 | Fax (818) 783-3100
info@ShermanOaksChamber.org

Between 2 and 3pm, there will be a style search. Dress to impress as three lucky winners will be
chosen to appear on seventeen.com. Girls 13-21 are invited to audition. Seventeen magazine’s Style
Mix Tour is free to attend and reservations are not required.

Woodland Hills/Tarzana Chamber
(818) 347-4737 | Fax (818) 347-3321
samantha@woodlandhillscc.net

Winnetka Chamber
(818) 340-2282 | Fax (818 340-2282
secretary@winnetkachamber.com
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Progress at Corporate Pointe
Continued from Page 1

“Free” is a 4 letter word

correspondence that has transpired between
METP/Trammell Crow and the surrounding
neighborhood, specifically the West Hills
Preservation Committee and Alex Wasserman,
the Hidden Lake Home Owners Association and
Alec Uzemeck, and the West Hills Neighborhood
Watch Group and Bob Brostoff. Ken Katich and
I have worked diligently to pursue a development
that meets our objectives but also is an enhancement to the community. As Alec Uzemeck
mentions in his e-mail [to the West Valley News],
this has been a long 20-24 month process and
a lot of meeting and correspondence between
the neighbors and the City that has produced a
development that is acceptable to all parties. In
reference to this agreement and to the comments
regarding the project, we would like to clarify a
couple of the points mentioned in the message.

By Lance Miller, 2005 World Champion of Public Speaking

The following change to the 8401 North
Fallbrook Avenue property (51 acres) was
recommended and approved by City Planning
Commission and the City of Los Angeles
Planning and Land Use Committee:
• A General Plan amendment to the
Chatsworth-Porter Ranch Community Plan
from Minimum Density Residential to
Limited Manufacturing land use subject to
the Qualified Conditions as approved.
• A zone change form A1-1 (Agriculture Zone)
to [T] [Q]M1-1 (Limited Industrial Zone)
• Site Plan Review Approval for the project
which will allow an increase of 50,000
square-feet or more of non-residential floor
area on the site.
• Adoption of Mitigated Negative Declaration
No. ENV-2006-10437-MND
The USE Limitation shall be consistent with the
accepted principal of “light industrial” uses in
which the processes carried on, the machinery
used, and the goods and commodities carried to
and from the premises will not cause any injury
to, or will not adversely affect the amenity of the
surrounding residential area by reason of the
emission of light, noise, vibration, smell, fumes,
smoke, vapor, steam, soot, ash, dust, waste water
or other waste products.
The development of the property was modified
on both height and size and is limited to the
following:
At the request of the neighborhood and [CD12]
Council office, the 35,000 square foot corner
Retail development was eliminated. Building
8405 shall be limited to a maximum height of
85 feet and 250,000 square feet; and Building
22951 shall be limited to a maximum height of
45 feet and 110,000 square feet. The existing
buildings on the site will be limited to their
current heights. Other than the 8405 Building, no
other existing and or proposed buildings on the
site shall exceed a maximum height of 45 feet.
The new parking structure will provide 969
parking spaces in the two story structure on site.
The parking structure has been downsized from
an initial design of 5 levels and 1,050 spaces.
We have modified the design of the exterior walls
of the parking structure to incorporate solid walls
with no openings (other than pedestrian exit
stairway entrances and exits) for the first 100 feet
of wall east of the northwest corner and south
of the northwest corner of the parking structure.
The east side of the parking structure will be
covered with a landscaped green screen over
solid wall areas. The vehicle entrance and exit
openings shall be limited to the east and south
sides of the parking structure and the structural
design of the parapet will measure 4’-8” above
the parking deck facing the residential neighborhood to the west and north of the parking
structure. The owner will exercise commercially
reasonable efforts to cause the tenants to avoid
disturbing any neighboring properties in
connection with the use of the Project’s parking
facilities. We will work with the Urban Design
Group of the City of Los Angeles Planning to
ensure we deliver a landscape plan consistent
with the City of LA guidelines.
www.corporatepointeatwesthills.com

I remember the day I pitched my Dad to give me an allowance.
I was 8 years old. All of my friends received a handle full of coins
each week to spend on the necessary bubble gum and baseball
cards. They always seemed to have money in their pocket and I
was always wanting.
That night I sat to my father’s immediate left at the dinner table
with my 5 sisters and mother filling in the remaining seats. It was
here that I chose to make a point on how and why I deserved a
weekly allowance. It is difficult to imagine today, but I was asking
for 15 cents, but in 1966 seemed like handsome sum.
As my father began to serve the meal, I sprung into action, explaining how an allowance would
teach me how to handle money, how I would not have to bother asking him for money all the
time and most importantly was that all my friends had an allowance.
Without hesitation, he replied, “Sure, I’ll give you an allowance.” My heart leaped with joy!
I had won! Then he placed a dinner plate full of food in front of me and said, “There you go,
there’s your allowance!”
Staring confusedly between the plate and my Dad, I tried to understand what had just
happened? Then came my epiphany—food costs money… and then the real big EPIPHANY—
I COST MONEY!!! Until then I had always considered that my 3 meals a day, a roof over my
head, a warm dry bed, clothes on my back, just happened. At the age of 8, I had not connected
the dots that they were not free, they were the result of my father’s labor and hard work and
existed only because he worked to pay for them.
That there is No Free Lunch is a fundamental economic law as sure as gravity exists in
physics.
This is a lesson I have carried forward from that day. There is no Free Lunch. Someone has
to pay to for it. And they pay for it out of their own efforts and labor. I watch the “Free Lunch”
mentality permeate all aspects of life creating false economic conditions and decisions.
Whenever I see “Free Shipping” or “Received a Free bonus gift,” I know it is not free, it is
covered in the cost and that I am paying for it. The employee who feels that their healthcare,
employer matching FICA Taxes or company car is “Free” is living in a false economic illusion.
The real danger in the Free Lunch mentality is that when we accept a Free Lunch, we loose all
control of what is served to us. Because there is another fundamental economic law that is the
flip side of the Free Lunch coin. That law states, “He who pays the piper calls the tune.”
So when we accepts anything for Free, we lose our freedom of choice over what we get. Just
as with “Free Shipping” the company dictates whether is ground, overnight or carrier pidgin.
In a society that allows the government to provide its citizens with Free Lunches, the citizens
give up their freedom for each and every lunch they accept.
Make no mistake, it is the Free Lunch that trapped and killed the mouse.
Lance Miller is the 2005 World Champion of Public Speaking with Toastmasters International. He is an
international speaker and speaking coach and lectures on communication, leadership and ethics. For more
information go to www.lancemillerspeaks.com.

What is the Chamber of Commerce
A Chamber of Commerce is a voluntary organization that is made up of business owners and individuals
who work together to advance the financial, commercial, and civic interests of a community. Each chamber’s
members are business advocates, public relations advisors and legislative representatives who stay up to date
on city, county, state, and national levels of government and work to promote the most beneficial environment
for growing and thriving businesses. The chamber is the “front door” to the community, a welcome greeting
to newcomers and visitors and a valuable resource to its members.
The San Fernando Valley with a population of over 1.8 million, and tens of thousands of operating businesses,
represent a formidable economic base for individual communities, the City of Los Angeles, the County, and
the State. As a community-based publication, the West Valley News recognizes the great potential that this
represents, and has actively promoted chamber membership to all San Fernando Valley-based businesses.
All chambers of commerce share the same need to attract new members and retain loyal ones, by developing a
message of common purpose, organizing community-building events and networking opportunities—for local
businesses to get maximum exposure and prosper. If businesses are successful, communities will thrive as well.
If you operate a business or community organization in the San Fernando Valley, contact you local chamber
of commerce and consider becoming a member of the family of businesses in your community.
See Page 3 for contact information. Are you ready to develop your strategic partnerships in 2009!
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COMMUNITY ADVERTISING AT AFFORDABLE RATES.
CALABASAS / CANOGA PARK / CHATSWORTH / RESEDA TARZANA / WEST HILLS / WINNETKA / WOODLAND HILLS

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT IS AUGUST 4, 2009 WARNER CENTER PARK
Come join the new Topanga Police Station as they kick off their very first National Night Out at Warner
Center Park from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. This is a free community event where community members get to interact
with their local police officers and give safety and crime prevention tips while building a partnership the
community member’s who live, work and visit. Neighboring communities from Canoga Park, West Hills,
Winnetka and Woodland Hills will be coming together with Los Angeles Police Officers from Topanga Station
for a fun filled evening which includes:
• Free Chicken and Hot Dogs • Free Snow cones and Popcorn • Face painting and Kids Zone Area
• Finger printing • LAPD vehicles • LAPD Specialized Units • Car show
Evan St. James is going to play live music and DJ. The Grand Finale will be at 8:30 p.m. with a “surprise”
celebrity. Bring the family and be part of this exciting event on August 4th!

Weathering the
Economic Storm
A book by Jonathan Goldhill, the Growth Couch

How to Turn your Fears & Anxieties into
Personal Power & Business Success
So, how can you weather the economic
storm ahead?
Challenging times call for a more positive and
proactive attitude. They call for advanced skills
in sales & marketing, leadership & management,
and self-knowledge & industry insight ... all in
the same time!
Our mission at The Goldhill Group is about
helping you, the business owner or manager,
become more successful by becoming more
effective and strategic. We expand your
confidence and capabilities in your personal
and business life by improving your attitude,
supporting you through changing obstructive
behaviors, and giving you skills, techniques and
tools. When utilized together, you become more
focused, more effective and more strategic.
The West Valley News will publish over the next
several issues, Jonathan Goldhill’s 19 strategies to
help you be more successful in your business and
instill more confidence in your life. In the last
issue Strategies 5, 6, and 7 were published.

STRATEGY 8: GIVE UP
MICRO-MANAGEMENT.
BECOME A SUPERVISOR,
NOT A SUPER-WORKER
When uncertainty sets in, people have a
tendency to get conservative and go back to old
ways of doing things. They layoff people, start
doing things themselves again and get back to
old habits, include the dreadful disease of
micro-management... that all too common
condition where a business owner mistakenly
thinks he/she needs to do everything in a
business. That disease may not kill you but
it will surely exhaust you on a perpetual basis
and have you become a prisoner to your
business. This doesn’t need to be the case and
there is a cure.
As a strategic business owner, your primary
aim is to develop a self-managing and systemsoriented business that still runs consistently,
predictably, smoothly, and profitably while you
are not even there. You should shape and own
the “business system” and employ competent
and caring employees to operate the system.
However, YOU should NOT be the business
system.
Here is a simple four-step business coaching
process to help you battle micro-management.
Step one: Document the work of your
business so that you can effectively train
others to execute the work. Create an operations
manual for your business. After all, you want
to make yourself replaceable in the technical
trenches of your business. To repeat, define
and document the specific work to be done
and then train and delegate. Don’t suffocate the
talents and growth of your employees.
Step two: Change your mindset. Don’t be
content to be a super-worker, strive to be a
supervisor! Stop the “I’ll do it myself” and
“No one does it as well as I do” attitudes. Learn
to delegate. If someone else can do something
80-90% as well as you, give it up! Don’t spend
a dollar’s worth of time on a dime task. Know
your areas of brilliance, your leadership
responsibilities, and delegate most everything
else. However, be sure to delegate, not abdicate
or dump. Stay in touch with the person and
their progress.
Step three: Know that your time is very
valuable and learn to discriminate between the
varieties of tasks you assume. Before doing a
task, ask, “Does this task lead directly to
increased profits, significantly reduced costs,
See Strategic Strength Zones on Page 10
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Community Outreach Editorial Page Sponsored by the West Hills Neighborhood Council

West Hills Neighborhood Council
Date Certified: November 18, 2001
Election Date: October 23, 2002
Region:
SOUTH VALLEY AREA
Council District(s): 3, 12
Boundaries:

The West Hills Neighborhood Council was organized and elected for the
principal purpose of representing and promoting the interests of those
who live, work, study, pray, or play within the boundaries of West Hills.

WHNC hits
L.A. Times
for neglect
of West Hills

The Council provides a forum to the stakeholders of West Hills to hear
and be heard on issues that affect the West Hills community.
To learn how you can participate, please visit www.westhillsnc.org.

At its July 1 meeting, the West Hills
Neighborhood Council voted to strongly
criticize the Los Angeles Times for failing to
report on issues of importance to West Hills
and surrounding communities.

www.westhillsnc.org

The resolution, also chastised the Times for
disregarding the legally-established boundaries
of West Hills when the newspaper published its
map of neighborhoods in Los Angeles.

Meetings:
First Wednesday of every month, 7:00 p.m.
Chaminade Preparatory School Auditorium
23260 Saticoy St., West Hills, CA 91304

Main Contact:
MICHELLE RITCHIE
Executive Director
Michelle.Ritchie@westhillsnc.org
WHNC 2009 OFFICERS
STEPHEN LENSKE / Co-Chair
EDWIN DOCKUS / Co-Chair
BOBBI TRANTAFELLO
Treasurer
CAROLYN GREENWOOD
Secretary
2009 Board of Directors
Sandi Bell
Kevin Boal
Shelly Bright
Co-Chair Communications Committee

Dan Brin
Co-Chair Communications Committee

Donn Howell
Etan Z. Lorant
Walter Perfect
Acting Chair Zoning & Planning Committee

Bill Rose
Charlene Rothstein
Chris Rowe
Vice-Chair SSMA Committee

Barry Seybert
Co-Chair Streets & Transportation Committee

Ron Sobel

While the Times promised to engage readers
in discussions about the map, its editors failed
to acknowledge, let alone respond to, comments
by West Hills residents, including WHNC board
members, over the course of several months.
Meanwhile, issues in communities closer to
Downtown attracted substantial engagement
by the Times.
A Times representative finally communicated
with the WHNC after being alerted that a
resolution condemning the Times was being
considered. The representative apologized for
failing to engage in dialogue concerning the map
but refused to adjust it to conform with official
boundaries recognized by the city. He promised
to speak to Times editors about
coverage of West Hills issues.
As the WHNC board considered the resolution,
West Hills stakeholder Suzy Howell objected to
its tone and content. The resolution nevertheless
passed.
In other developments at the July 1 meeting:
2010 Census: Marycarmen Moran,
Partnership Specialist with the United States
Census Bureau, discussed the Census’ efforts to
enlist widespread participation in the community.
SSMAC: Dr. Dan Wiseman, chair of the Santa
Susana Mountain Area Committee, said the
committee will seek the board’s advice on
changing its structure and procedures.
Street Billboards: The board endorsed a
resolution by Streets & Transportation Co-Chair
Barry Seybert asking the city to regulate “street
billboards” parked on city streets and sidewalks.
The resolution proposes steep fines to discourage violations.
DWP Rate Payers Advocate: The board
established an ad hoc committee consisting of
Seybert and Wiseman to compose a Community
Impact Statement supporting establishment of a
Rate Payers Advocate with the Department of
Water and Power.

Co-Chair Streets & Transportation Committee

Stan Staten
Jeffrey Stordahl
Chair Emergency Preparedness Committee

Alec Uzemeck
Dr. Dan Wiseman

Helping to Guide the Future of Our Community.

Zoning and Planning: The board approved
T-Mobil’s construction of a cell-phone tower
adjacent to Lazy J Ranch Park. The board also
postponed discussion of a proposed day care
facility at 22566 Vanowen St. until the next
WHNC meeting on Aug. 5.

Ed Crowe / Crowe Marketing Design

At the intersection of Fallbrook Avenue and Sherman Way, a sensor activates the new left-turn signal only when at least
four cars are queued in the left-turn pocket, thus minimizing delay for through traffic.

Turn signal at Fallbrook & Sherman Way ‘OK’
The new left-turn signal at Fallbrook Avenue
and Sherman Way is working as it should, an
engineer with the Los Angeles Department of
Transportation told the West Hills Neighborhood
Council.

was designed and constructed accordingly.
The protected left-turn phase activates when
the appropriate number of vehicles are
queued in the left-turn pocket.

In a message sent through the WHNC’s web
site, www.westhillsnc.org, West Hills stakeholder
Cesar Laboriante noted that the signal did
not appear to be working. WHNC Streets and
Transportation Co-Chairs Barry Seybert and
Ron Sobel relayed the query to Ken
Firoozmand, district engineer of the DOT.

“A review of the signal plan indicates
that approximately four queued vehicles are
necessary to activate the protected left-turn
phase. This provides for an efficient
operation as the protected left-turn phase
activates as needed, thus minimizing delay
for through traffic. A field check verified that
the signal is operating as designed.”

In an e-mail message, Firoozmand replied:
“Based on a comprehensive traffic engineering
study, this intersection qualified for protectedpermissive left-turn phasing for all directions and

Our thanks to Mr. Laboriante for bringing
this matter to the attention of the WHNC.
Getting involved is the first step in making
a difference in the community.

CINEMA HERITAGE PROJECT
Science Fiction Studio Event
Aug. 8 at Plummer & Winnetka
See Page 14 for details.

WHNC Quick Reference List of
City Services Phone Numbers

Chair Government Relations Committee

Ed Young
Chair Special Activities Committee

Graffiti Removal

(818) 227-9722
(818) 780-6618
Trash Pick-up/ Large Item
(800) 773-2489
Bulky Item Pick up
(800) 773-City
Health Department
(818) 902-4470
Housing
(818) 756-1180
Landlord/ Tenant Questions (866) 557-7368
All other phone numbers please call 311

Jacqueline Young
Chair Budget Committee

Joanne Yvanek-Garb
Ed Youngblood*
Chuck Gremer*
*Past WHNC Co-Chair

Topanga Police Station
Student Recognition: Board member
Jacqueline C. Young presented a resolution
honoring Chaminade student Priya Rajan for
her success in a national debating tournament.

Topanga Front Desk
Senior Lead Officer Desk
Community Relations Office
Non-Emergency Dispatch

(818) 756-4800
(818) 756-3070
(818) 756-3180
(818) 275-5273

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT
Tuesday, Aug. 4
Warner Center Park
5:00-9:00 PM
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Valley Performing Arts Center
Continued from Page 1

TADW cast members of The Wiz and Pinocchio
stopped by the West Valley News booth during the
July 4th Fireworks Extravaganza.

In Tough Economy, CSUN’s 52nd
Teenage Drama Workshop Puts
Kids in the Spotlight:
The Wiz and Pinocchio Opened in July.
Councilman Dennis P. Zine’s July 4th Fireworks Extravaganza was produced by the Valley Cultural Center

and entertainers, Valley residents now must
travel to Hollywood, the Westside, Pasadena,
Thousand Oaks or downtown Los Angeles. This
puts the arts out of reach for many, including
countless children.
Northridge is the Place for Arts. As the
intellectual, economic, and cultural heart of the
San Fernando Valley region, CSUN is ideally
positioned to lead this effort. Founded in 1958,
it is one of California’s largest universities, each
year educating more than 35,000 students and
producing 6,000 highly skilled graduates. The
Valley Performing Arts Center will solidify
Northridge’s role as the cultural heart of the
San Fernando Valley.

Don Sweeney & The S.R.O. Big Band provided
the musical backdrop to a fiery display of
patriotism. Radio celebrity Charlie Tuna was the
Master of Ceremony with Councilman Zine.
For more information about Valley Cultural
Center programs, please call (818) 704-1358
or visit www.valleycultural.org. If you enjoy
the programs and special events, you may want
to check out the perks of becoming a member.

WEST VALLEY NEWS CONNECTING BUSINESS & COMMUNITY SINCE 2004

Ahmanson Foundation Provides Funds for Much-Needed Van
for Boys & Girls Club of the West Valley

The Valley Performing Arts Center features a
dramatic and elegant signature design by the
Minneapolis-based architectural firm of Hammel,
Green and Abrahamson. Planned for the northwest corner of Nordhoff Street and Lindley
Avenue, the Center will include:

• 2 full-size rehearsal spaces
• indoor and outdoor entertainment areas
• a lecture hall, labs, and academic spaces

To learn more about this wonderful project,
visit http://www.csun.edu/imagine/
West Valley News publisher Ed Crowe feels
that we can get a million people from around the
country to contribute $29 to help raise the $29
million needed to complete this great project.
For more information on the Valley Performing Arts Center,
please contact Gailya Brown, Senior Director of the Valley
Performing Arts Center Campaign, at 818-677-7666, or
email at gailya.brown@csun.edu

“Despite these tough economic times, TADW
remains committed that no student will be turned
away for financial reasons,” he said. “This year,
more than ever, we need support from the community through ticket sales and sponsorships.”

Generous donors can also support TADW’s
scholarship fund by visiting www.csun.edu/tadw
and clicking on the “Sponsor Young Artists” link.
Donations from $250 to $1,500 provide scholarships for low-income students to attend TADW.

• a 178-seat black box theater for experimental and smaller-scale student productions

• full studio/administrative space for campus
radio station KCSN-FM, which Los Angeles
magazine proclaims “stands out … in a city
of superb college-affiliated radio stations.”

Kaback said the current economic climate
created extra challenges for TADW this year.
More than $20,000 of financial aid was provided
to nearly one-half of the 67 enrolled students.

Kaback urged local businesses and individuals
to consider “ticket gifting” by sponsoring a block
of tickets so that local nonprofit organizations
can bring low-income and disadvantaged youth
to the TADW productions. For information about
ticket gifting, please call (818) 677-5811.

• a 1,700-seat hall acoustically adjustable to
accommodate all types of performances

• technical support space and capability for
audio and video recording and electronic
amplification

In addition to taking specialized classes in the
theatrical arts, the students split into two casts
to put on a full-blown musical and a play, as well
as a festival of student-written one-acts. This
year's musical is “The Wiz” and the play is an
updated version of “Pinocchio.”
“TADW is a San Fernando Valley tradition,
not only for the kids who return summer after
summer to take part in our program, but for the
thousands of kids who look forward to our plays
every year,” said executive director Doug Kaback,
a professor in CSUN’s Department of Theatre.
“We have young actors in TADW whose parents
remember coming to our plays when they were
children.”

Cal State Northridge has made building the
Valley Performing Arts Center part of its master
plan as well as a presidential priority.
A public-private partnership was formed and
the Valley Performing Arts Center Campaign was
launched to construct this new, signature facility
at Cal State Northridge. While the campaign
continues to raise the remaining $29 million,
the Valley Performing Arts Center is beginning
to rise on the Cal State Northridge campus. In
2010, the dream will be realized when the doors
to the first great performing arts center in the
San Fernando Valley open for the very first time

NORTHRIDGE — For 52 summers, teens from
across the Valley have come to California State
University, Northridge for the Teenage Drama
Workshop (TADW), which offers intensive study
in voice, acting, dance, playwriting, musical
theatre and improvisation, as well as a new
design-tech program launched this year.

A few members of the Boys & Girls Club of the West Valley pose in front of the just-delivered 12-passenger van acquired
through a grant from the Ahmanson Foundation. The van will be used to pick up youngsters from school and bring them to
"The Positive Place for Kids," as well as to provide transportation for Club-arranged field trips, such as the upcoming visit to
the Museum of Tolerance.

Canoga Park — Thanks to a $33,000 grant from the Ahmanson Foundation, the Boys & Girls Club
of the West Valley will be able to serve more youngsters at their headquarters in Canoga Park, as the
grant is being used to purchase a new 12-passenger van to transport children to and from the Club.
“Because many of the youngsters we serve are unable to get from school to the Club, the new van,
which brings our fleet to four vehicles, allows us to increase the number of those who can benefit
from our activities,” said Gary Thomas, Chairman of the Board of the 14-year-old local organization. “The ongoing generosity of the Ahmanson Foundation is a well-established part of Southern
California life, and we are most thankful that they have recognized the value of our programs and
demonstrated their support of the Club,” he concluded.
According to Lee Walcott, Managing Director of The Ahmanson Foundation, “Organizations like the
Boys & Girls Club of the West Valley are focused on practical programs that will lead to the betterment of our communities, and we are pleased to be able to assist them in reaching out to more
young people and helping them prepare for productive, positive adulthood.”
The Boys & Girls Club of the West Valley was founded in 1995 as a response to the local need for safe, healthy,
productive activities for youths during non-school hours.
There are more than 2,500 members of the Club, and approximately 150 youngsters visit the facility each day, in
addition to approximately 450 children provided after-school activities at Blythe and Reseda Elementary
Schools, Canoga Park High School, and Tierra del Sol.
The Boys & Girls Club of the West Valley is located at 7245 Remmet Ave., Canoga Park, CA 91303. Telephone
818-610-1054. The Club’s website is www.wvbgc.org. the Club is part of the national Boys & Girls Clubs of
America, a non-profit organization founded more than a century ago.

“Our program offers a safe environment for
kids to come, forget their problems and just be
artists,” Kaback said. “Without TADW, many of
these kids would be home alone this summer.
When they come here, they are productive and
they give back to the community through their
amazing performances. It is truly a life-changing
experience.”
Individual and group tickets are on sale now
for TADW productions. “The Wiz” runs July 17
through 31. “Pinocchio” runs July 22 through
Aug. 1. The “10-Minute Play Festival” runs
July 30 and 31. For show times and ticket
information, visit www.csun.edu/tadw.

Yes, I read the West Valley News.
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CRA/LA West Valley Office
CRA/LA West Valley Office
CANOGA PARK
21500 Wyandotte Street, Suite 106
Canoga Park, CA 91303

RESEDA
18305 Sherman Way, Suite 22
Reseda, CA 91335

818.593.5490 T
818.932.9908 F

818.708.5844 T
818.344.2425 F

www.crala.org

Collaboration Drives Community Spirit in All-America City Canoga Park
community of Canoga Park is the only one to
have competed and won this coveted award.

By Ed Crowe, West Valley News

The pride and spirit of a small delegation from
Canoga Park who traveled to Atlanta, Georgia to
compete for the nation’s longest running and
most prestigious civic recognition program—
The All-America City Award—still drives this
west valley community’s projects and progress.

The All-America City Award encourages
and recognizes civic excellence, honoring
communities in which citizens, government,
business and non-profit organizations
demonstrate how working together results in
successful resolution of critical community
issues. The award continues to reinvigorate
the community with a renewed sense of pride,
accomplishment and teamwork.

It was on Saturday, June 25, 2005, during a
ceremony at the Atlanta Marriott Marquis, when
the National Civic League announced the results.
For only the second time in its 56 year history, a
community (rather than a larger city) was chosen
as one of the ten winners of this prestigious
award. That comunity was Canoga Park!

Just look at the new Duratherm crosswalks
proudly displaying the All-America City logo
in full color. The more than 60 benches that now
adorn the Sherman Way corridor. The many trash
receptacles that help keep the community clean.
And all the other projects that enhance the image
of Old Town Center Canoga Park and more.

Receiving this coveted national award the first
time out was significant to a small community
like Canoga Park because, since 1949, more
than 4,000 communities had competed for the
Award, and more than 500 had been named
“All America Cities.”
Ed Crowe / Crowe Marketing Design

Even more significant, is the fact that in the
entire history of the City of Los Angeles, the

Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa, Supervisor Zev Yaroslavsky, and Councilman Dennis Zine joined the Canoga Park
delegation that brought back the All-America City Award at a special celebration at the Madrid Theatre, Aug. 4.

Next year, on June 25, 2010, get ready for a
big celebration. The 5th anniversary of wining
the All-America City Award. It will rock!
All kind of great ideas come to mind.
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Dance Like the Stars
at the

RENAISSANCE CENTER
GROUP & INDIVIDUAL INSTRUCTION

One Person’s Perspective

R

STIMULUS PACKAGE 101

enaissance of the arts is
in full swing in the arts district
of Old Town Canoga Park.
Learn how to Ballroom dance,
Tango, Salsa, Latin Aerobics
and more, at the Renaissance
Center now open. Sign up for
the next big bash showcasing
demos by our professional
instructors and get a $25
discount with your first ten
group or individual lessons
package. Are you ready to
dance? Are you ready to Tango?

Nearly 80 years ago, Oliver Hardy moaned
to Stan Laurel, “Well, here’s another fine mess
you’ve gotten me into.” Well guess what, we
could be saying the same thing to those who
are trying to fix the economic mess…that they’re
partially responsible for getting us into this fine
mess we’re in.
It took one super-smart person from Harvard
and one genius from Yale to come up with all
that creative financing that has virtually destroyed
our financial markets. Now we have 545 largely
confused and misdirected elected officials trying
to fix the problem.

For information call:

818.347.7587
www.renaissance4you.com
The Renaissance Center also offers Ballet,
Ballroom Dance, Gymnastics, Music lessons,
and other forms of performing arts for children
and adults. DANCE PARTIES EVERY
SATURDAY EVENING.

$15/ls Grp.
$55/ls Inv.

$25
DISCOUNT

RENAISSANCE CENTER
Dance | Music | Academics | Fun

7227 Owensmouth Avenue
Old Town Canoga Park, CA 91303
Sign up for 10 lesson plan and get $25 off w/coupon. Exp 0909

Support West Valley Eagles young athletes

Why try and create the wheel again when the
easiest way to stimulate the economy would be
to cut the tax rate by one-third—immediately?
A tax rate cut could go into effect now and be
retroactive to January 1, 2009. Federal tax
withholding on workers’ paychecks would drop.
This would immediately put more money into
the economy and stimulate every taxpayer to go
forth and spend.
Businesses would have to hire more employees
to take care of the demand. Inventories would
diminish immediately and warehouses and
manufacturers would be happily forced back to
full production. This would not be such a bad
thing for retailers, trucking companies and media
sellers; we might even generate enough sales
tax revenue to help many states out of their
financial deficits.
Manufacturers might have to come up with
new ideas to help fill the demand from all the
new consumers with extra money to spend.
Maybe a lot of American technology could come
out of this new idea that if you work harder and
smarter you can have more money to buy more
and more.

Members of the West Valley Eagles are currently competing in the Junior Olympic in Greensburg,
North Carolina. You can help the club defray the cost of the trip by sending your donations to: West
Valley Eagles c/o Jack Dawson, 22612 Califa St., Woodland Hills, CA 91367. Any ammount will help.

$50,000) an enormous amount of previously
untaxed income, under-reported income and
creatively deferred income from previous years,
would be reported. This would bring in billions
of new tax revenues into the government’s coffers.
Imagine if the Capital Gains Tax were reduced
to 10 percent. There would be no need for real
estate 1031 tax-deferred exchanges or other
tax-free havens for large taxpayers. It would be
cheaper to pay taxes than to hire lawyers,
consultants and tax specialists to help defer the
taxes into the next lifetime (or possibly never).
This would be a tremendous windfall for the IRS.
For decades, most large, profitable transactions
have been made with no tax benefits to the State
or Federal governments. With this modification,
the government can tax the billions of dollars
being made through tax-deferred exchanges,
most of which are now tax free.
The only losers I can see in this scenario are all
those hard-working people in Washington D.C.
who are trying to help us out. They will lose
out on their share of the billions and billions
of dollars in “pork” that will be created from all
the bailout programs coming to us in the next
few months.
The way I see it, the new musical play list in
Washington will be more of the same old tune.
The rich will continue getting richer while the
bottom 50 percent of the population, who truly
need help, will end up with the same thing they
have been getting for generations. It’s time to
wake up our elected and appointed officials to
make changes that will benefit all, not just
special interests.

What if the tax rate for wage earners under
$50,000 would only be taxed at five percent?

In their 1929 film, Unaccustomed as We Are,
Ollie lectures Stan on the virtues of common
sense, just before walking into a gas-filled
kitchen with a lit match: “You know, there's a
right and wrong way to do everything.”

Under such a plan, there would be almost no
incentive not to file a tax return. If a delinquent
tax amnesty period was combined with this new
tax rate (at two-thirds of what Americans are
now and taxed at only five percent for the first

Our lawmakers could learn something from
Laurel and Hardy, since they seem intent on
doing things the wrong way…and are about to
walk into an economic kitchen with a flaming
match.
Editors Note: Previously published but still relevant.

Rickey Gelb donates “Spirit of Cooperation”
print to Fire Station No. 72 in Canoga Park

Rickey Gelb, Gelb Group (front) presented a canvas print of the original painting “Spirit of Cooperation” to Capt. Peterson and
Capt. Steve Ruda along with the entire crew of Fire Station 72 in Canoga Park. The original painting was commissioned to a
local artist by Rickey Gelb to reflect the spirit of cooperation between the LAPD and LAFD. Signed canvas prints are donated to
Valley non-profits for fundraising purposes. Contact Rickey at (818) 377-2277 to learn how you can get a canvas print.

Wow! Over $42,500 raised by Team Taras for the Revlon Run Walk in 2009.
You should be proud. If you did not raise any money we still appreciate that you take the
time to raise awareness. Maybe next year. Thank YOU all and I see you next year!
—Ian Taras
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Anecdotes, Interviews,
Bits & Pieces about
West Valley History.
Sponsored by Robbi & Rickey Gelb

From the Red Car to the Orange Line

Bruce Ackerman, CEO/President of The Economic Alliance (Center), John Bwarie, Deputy District Director CD12 (Far Right),
Roberto Gutierrez, LAVC Program Specialist (back row right), stand outside the LAVC Training Mobile with Chatsworth High
School administrators, program instructors and students who completed the LAVC Tool & Manufacturing Technology class.

The majority of the Orange Line is built on part of the
former Southern Pacific Railroad Burbank Branch right-ofway. This had passenger service from 1904 to 1920, with
stations at several locations including North Hollywood
and Van Nuys. It had Pacific Electric Red Car service from
North Hollywood to Van Nuys again from 1938 to 1952.[1]
The right of way was purchased by the Los Angeles
County Transportation Commission (now Metropolitan
Transportation Authority) in 1991 along with several other
rail road right of ways across the Southland for future use in transportation projects.
The California Legislature passed a law in 1991 introduced by Alan Robbins which prohibited the
use of the corridor for any form of rail transit other than a "deep bore subway located at least 25 feet
below ground".[2] Later Los Angeles County passed Proposition A in 1998, promoted by supervisor
Zev Yaroslavsky, which prohibited Metro from using its county sales tax funding to build subways
anywhere in the county.[3]
With subway and light rail now off the table the only option left to develop the transit corridor was
to build a busway. $44.8 million dollars of Proposition 108 money,(the Passenger Rail and Clean Air
Bond Act of 1990) was used for the purchase of the Right of Way. Because this voter approved bond
specifically states that this money is to be used for rail infrastructure and operation the California
Transportation Commission is entitled to repayment of said funds in current dollars unless the
Orange Line is converted to rail within ten years of
completion of the busway which would be 2015. [4]
Construction began in September 2002 and the line
opened 3 years later, on October 29, 2005. The 14mile substitute for light rail cost $324 million,[5]
much less than light rail would have. During construction the contractor experienced several delays.
There was a dead body found tucked in a barrel along
the alignment and toxic soil had to be removed. In
July 2004, the California Court of Appeal ordered the temporary halt to construction. This was the
result of a successful appeal by a citizens' group known as C.O.S.T (Citizens Organized for Smart
Transit), which claimed a network of Rapid Lines should have been studied as a possible alternative
to the Metro Orange Line. The 30-day shutdown cost $70,000 per day.
After opening, ridership grew rapidly, exceeding predictions, and the Orange Line now operates at
capacity during part of the day. An extension of the line to Chatsworth began construction on June
23, 2009.
On June 23, 2009 construction began on a four-mile extention from Canoga northward to the
Metrolink station in Chatsworth. The LACMTA board
approved the plan on September 28, 2006, and it is
expected to be completed in 2012 at a cost of $215
million.[19][20][21] This continues to follow the
Burbank Branch railroad right-of-way.
Another possible extension of the Orange Line proposed by transit advocates, including members of
The Transit Coalition,[1] is an extension from North
Hollywood station to Bob Hope Airport in Burbank,
which would approximately go north on Vineland
Avenue and east on Vanowen Street to the airport, to connect with the Metrolink station.
In January 2007, Metro began testing a new, longer 65-foot bus on the Orange Line for a test during the summer as a way of expanding capacity on the line. The agency had to receive a special
waiver from Caltrans to operate the bus for testing purposes, since current state law only allows the
operation of buses 60 feet or shorter.[22] 65 foot buses have a seating capacity of 66 passengers
and can accommodate 100 passengers.[23] Officials have also looked into possibly using 80-foot
buses for future expansion.
When purchased in 1991, the MTA originally considered the route for use as either light rail or a
Red Line extension, and both of these ideas have been floated repeatedly by critics (see below). A
rail route would allow longer vehicles, higher speed limits, and greater frequency.
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Construction Under Way on the Canoga
Ave. Orange Line Busway Extension...

The Valley Economic Alliance Co-Sponsors a Successful Job and Resource Fair

More than 1,100 job seekers attended the Job and Resource Fair for individuals and families who
have been impacted by the current economic crisis. The fair took place at the Canoga Park West Hills
WorkSource Center and was hosted by The Valley Economic Alliance, Assembly Member Bob
Blumenfield, and Assembly Speaker Karen Bass. “The Job and Resource Fair is a continuation of our
efforts to do everything possible to help San Fernando Valley residents find jobs and access needed
services,” Blumenfield said.
Recognizing the staggering impact of the economic downturn on the unemployed, this job fair was
organized to connect unemployed individuals to the resources that can assist them immediately,
including government and community programs.
Representatives of government agencies and nonprofit organizations provided information about
local food banks, health services, child care resources, renters and mortgage assistance, job training
and education, and other resources. Local employers accepted resumes and provide information
about employment opportunities.
The event was sponsored by Assembly Member Bob Blumenfield, Assembly Speaker Karen Bass - L.A. City
Councilman Dennis Zine, The Valley Economic Alliance, San Fernando Valley Employer Advisory Council,
California Employment Development Department, Canoga Park WorkSource Center

Calabasas Chamber of Commerce Presents 2009 Education
Awards and Scholarships to Graduating Calabasas Students

Councilman Greig Smith along with Mayor Antonio
Villaraigosa, County Supervisor Zev Yaroslavsky,
Metro Board Member Richard Katz, Metro CEO Art
Leahy and City and County transportation officials,
kicked off construction of the Canoga Ave. extension
of the Orange Line busway at a groundbreaking
ceremony on Wednesday, June 24 at Chatsworth
Train Depot.
The new 4-mile dedicated busway is expected
to open in 2012 and will connect the Orange Line
terminus at Warner Center to Chatsworth Depot
Metrolink Train Station. It is funded with State
transportation funds and with money from Measure R,
which was approved by voters last year.
By interconnecting the existing Orange Line,
Metro Rapid bus lines, Metrolink trains and the
subway system, it will dramatically expand the public
transit options for Valley commuters and reduce traffic
congestion and pollution.
The extension will benefit from safety and
operational experience gained from the MTA’s highly
successful Orange Line, which saw ridership shoot
up from 16,000 passengers per day to more than
21,000 per day in its first year of operation, a level
not anticipated until 2020.
There will be station stops at Sherman Way, Roscoe,
Nordhoff and Chatsworth, a new park & ride lot at
Sherman Way, landscaped bicycle and pedestrian
paths, an elevated bridge at Lassen St., privacy walls
for neighbors and new traffic improvements.

improved customer satisfaction, or to me building a better business”? If it doesn’t, dismiss the
task or delegate it. Or ask, “Is this task worth
AT LEAST $100-$200 per hour?” If not, find
someone else internally or externally to do this
task at a cheaper rate. You must realize that
your leadership thoughts and acti ons (building
systems, leading, planning, holding people
accountable, coaching other leaders, etc.) are
worth at least $200 per hour. If you don’t highly
value your ti me and talents, you will never learn
to be effective at delegation.

YOU should NOT be
the business system.
Step four: Get out of the way of your
managers and workers. You pay them to do their
work, so LET THEM DO THEIR WORK. Don’t
meddle on an hourly or even daily basis. Instead
of you doing their jobs or micro-managing them,
help them to clarify their roles, responsibilities,
goals, and tasks and then simply hold them
accountable for getting things done and for
results. Of course, be sure to monitor your
employees’ performance on a regular basis but
don’t try to control them. Once they demonstrate
competency and character, give your employees
even more authority to make things happen.
Let them tackle stuff on their own and come to
you only when they need further guidance.
Instead of micro-managing, manage by results.
Without having to do everything yourself, you
will grow to love some free time and your
business once again.

The Valley Economic Alliance Announces a New Partnership
Between The San Fernando Valley Hybrid Alliance Automotive
X Prize and Hamer Toyota & Scion
Hamer Toyota Scion is the San Fernando
Valley Hybrid Alliance's (SFHA) newest partner
in its quest to win the multimillion dollar
Progressive Insurance Automotive X PRIZE, an
international competition designed to inspire a
new generation of viable, super fuel-efficient
vehicles to offer more consumer choices.

Front Row (l-r): Renee Lamkay, Chair of the Education/Green Task Force Committee; Chamber Chairman Doug
Ridley; Ryan Gensert, Calabasas High School; Carly Richman, A.E. Wright Middle School; Ashley Adelman,
A.C. Stelle Middle School; Caroline Schultz, Viewpoint Middle School; Aria Ellet, Calmont School and Nick
Sewitz, Viewpoint Upper School. Back Row (l-r): Councilmember Dennis Washburn; Mayor pro Tem Barry
Groveman; Mayor Jonathon Wolfson; Councilmember Mary Sue Maurer and Councilmember James Bozajian

Hamer Toyota & Scion recently delivered a
Scion xB to Pierce College, which is the SFHA
main automotive garage. Over the summer
session trained students will begin work on the
SFHA Competition Vehicle. Dennis Washburn,
Executive Director of the Pierce College
Foundation, Kenn Phillips, Vice President at
The Valley Economic Alliance, Russ Kutrosky
and Dave Gilman (photo left), Hamer Toyota &
Scion, and Greg Smart, CEO of Smart Compton
Hydrogen Company & Chairman of SFHA, are
responsible for bringing this partnership together.

CALABASAS, CA – The Calabasas Chamber of Commerce introduced their 2009 Education and
Scholarship Award honorees during a Calabasas City Council meeting held on June 24th.
Calabasas area graduating middle and high school students were recognized for good attendance,
positive attitudes, academic accomplishments and community service. Four middle school students
received Education Awards and two graduating seniors each received a Scholarship through funds
that were raised from the Chamber’s annual Bowling Tournament and challenge for the Cal Cup.

Get $100 Discount on Your Next Website or Marketing Design Project
BUSINESS IDENTITY (Logos & Trademarks)
MARKETING & CAPABILITIES BROCHURES
ADS & PRODUCT CATALOGS
NEWSLETTERS & PUBLICATIONS
PRESS KITS & ADVERTISING COLLATERAL
WEBSITE TONIGHT BUSINESS 5-PAGE PACKAGE
PACKAGING DESIGN

818.883.3374
CROWE VALUE DOLLARS

CROWE MARKETING DESIGN
www.crowemarketingdesign.com

CLIP THIS AD AND
GIVE US A CALL!

If you have been waiting for the right time to upgrade the image of your business, NOW IS THE TIME!
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Bits & Pieces About Winnetka History
Winnetka has a colorful history thanks to its founder
Charles Weeks (1873-1964), a progressive and enterprising
poultry farmer born near Wabash, Ind.
In 1923, Weeks brought his successful system, called the
“Weeks Poultry Method,” to the east side of Owensmouth
(now known as Winnetka) to create a utopian poultry colony
dedicated to the profitable production of hens and eggs on
small acreage for entrepreneurs who wanted to be financially
independent. In the following 10 years, the Depression
so impacted Weeks and his farmer families that his poultry
colonies failed. Weeks relocated to West Palm Beach, Fla.,
where he lived until his death in 1964.

Winnetka Neighborhood Council
Date Certified: July 21, 2003

A mystery remains about the connection between Charles
Weeks and the naming of Winnetka, Calif. One account may
connect the name to the affluent community of Winnetka, Ill.

Election Date: October 23, 2007
Project Coordinator: THOMAS SOONG

www.winnetkanc.com

thomas.soong@.lacity.org
Region:
SOUTH VALLEY AREA

Winnetka’s Valley Village a Hit at SHOWTIME!

Council District(s): 3, 12
Boundaries:
NORTH: NORDHOFF ST.
SOUTH: VICTORY BLVD.
EAST: SHOUP AVE.
WEST: L.A. CITY LiMITS
Meetings:
Second Tuesday of the month
Valley Village
Winnetka Ave. Winnetka, CA 91306
6:30 PM

WNC 2009 OFFICERS
JJ POPOWICH
WNC President
jedi_yoda@msn.com
P. ARTHUR SIMS
Vice President
ERICK LACE
Treasurer
MARYANN SMILEY
Secretary

2009 Board of Directors
Edesa Aghakhanmoshabad
Stephanie Aguirre
(Youth Committee Representative)
Armineh Chelebian
Jozef Thomas Essavi
Nina Fomaeva Essavi
TJ Martens
Nalini Natarajan

Ed Crowe / Crowe Marketing Design
Ed Crowe / Crowe Marketing Design

Jose Martinez

More than 400 guests attended the SHOWTIME! Garden
Party & Annual Luncheon, hosted by Valley Village at the
Sheraton Univesal Hotel in Universal City.

(L-R Seating) Marylin Robinson, JJ Popowich, President Winnetka NC, Art Sims, VP Winnetka NC. (L-R Standing) Howard
Seflin, Jozef “Joe” Thomas Essavi, Sargeant At Arms Winnetka NC, Councilman Dennis P. Zine, Ed Crowe, Publisher of the
West Valley News, Tess Reyes-Dunn, Winnetka NC Board Member, and community organizers, Lola Sims and Annie Palau.

The Winnetka Neighborhood Council once
again took part in the very successful annual
“SHOWTIME” event to support, raise funds and
increase awareness for the crucial services
provided by Valley Village Organization. "Valley
Village operates 17 group homes and three day
program facilities in the San Fernando Valley,
including adult day centers; adult day health
care centers; behavioral management; 24-hour
nursing care; after school care; family-style
group housing; and a semi-independent living
program" for the developmentally disabled
children and young adults.

Winnetka Neighborhood Council has been
meeting since its inception at the Valley Village
Winnetka facility for its monthly Board and
Committee meetings and is very thankful for that.
The "SHOWTIME!" annual event as usual was
helped by the dynamic participation of our
Councilman Dennis Zine who helped auction off
many great donated items to benefit the center.

and even helped out by greeting guests and
helping on stage with Bob Saget and
Councilman Dennis Zine.
Bob Saget, longtime friend of Valley Village,
has hosted the Valley Village luncheon for more

SHOWTIME! 2009 LUNCHEON
Showtime! was a great success this year in part
to some very special guests. The ladies who live
at the Parthenia House attended the luncheon

Tess Reyes-Dunn
T. Alan Schweizer

Committees
Budget and Finance
Interfaith
Emergency Preparedness
Events
Planning & Land Use Management
Public Safety
Public Works and Transportation
Rules, Elections & By-Laws
Youth Committee

WNC Quick Reference List of City
Services Phone Numbers
Graffiti Removal

(818) 227-9722
(818) 780-6618
Trash Pick-up/ Large Item
(800) 773-2489
Bulky Item Pick up
(800) 773-City
Health Department
(818) 902-4470
Housing
(818) 756-1180
Landlord/ Tenant Questions
(866) 557-7368
All other phone numbers please call 311

WNC prevails on effort to control the
operation of questionable businesses
The WNC was instrumental in winning the
battle against illegal drug dispensaries in
Winnetka. As we have reported in the past there
was an illegal marijuana dispensary store set up
on Vanowen Blvd. near the intersection of
Winnetka Avenue.
The store was set up under the pretense that it
was selling medical marijuana. Selling medical
marijuana is legal in Los Angeles so long as
the store owner has filed for and been granted
applicable permits. Last year the City Council
passed an interim planning motion to not allow
new medical marijuana stores from opening
until they could revise the zoning laws regarding
placement and operation of these stores. Those
that were open before that interim zoning motion
were allowed to continue, but new stores were
not allowed to open without a hardship permit.

than six years. Saget and Councilman Dennis P.
Zine have auctioneered the event together just as
many times. During the live auction, they raised
more than enough money to provide a private
luau event for 350 Valley Village clients this
September.
Guests at Showtime! enjoyed live jazz by
The West 79th Street Funk Jazz Band, boutique
shopping, and champagne. Local weatherman
and stand-up comic Fritz Coleman performed
before the live auction and was the focus of the
afternoon. His performance was hilarious and
just perfect.

The New Hope store attempted to open
without a permit and filed a hardship only after the WNC requested the City to investigate the store.
Recently the City held hearings on several of these “hardship” requests and denied them all. As a
result New Hope is now closed.

This year at Showtime! was also the debut of a
new film produced by two seniors at High Tech
High School, Eddie Aguilar and Jose Flores.
Valley Village is proud to have such strong ties
to the community and the short film, titled
Meet Shawn and Mary Jo, was produced in
cooperation with the students. This was its live
audience premiere.

This is a major victory for Winnetka since the store was located within 2 blocks of a school, near
a liquor store and an adult business. This combination often leads to increased crime. The Board
is extremely pleased that we were able to ensure that Winnetka residents quality of life has been
maintained.

Showtime! 2009 was presented by Bank of
the West. Title Sponsors were Lee Hamer
Memorial Charities, Marion Letsch, and
the Winnetka Neighborhood Council.
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LOS ANGELES’ QUALITY AND PRODUCTIVITY COMMISSION ELECTS LEADERSHIP

At its last meeting, the City of Los Angeles Quality and Productivity Commission elected its
officers for 2009-10. Martin M. Cooper, APR, was re-elected President of the Commission and
Brian Johnson was reelected Vice President. Michael Jones was elected Vice President.
Commissioner Cooper was appointed to the Commission in 2005 and is President of the marketing
consulting firm of Cooper Communications, Inc., based in Encino. He is also Chairman of the Board
of Governors of the Valley Industry and Commerce Association (VICA), a member of the Board of the
Economic Alliance of the San Fernando Valley, Vice Chairman-Marketing of the Boys & Girls Club of
the West Valley, and a member of several other non-profit organizations’ boards.
Commissioner Johnson is the Executive Director of Teach for America. Additionally, he serves on
the Board of Directors at ExED and Larchmont Charter School, and is on the Board of Visitors for the
Loyola Marymount University School of Education.
Commissioner Jones is the Chief Executive Officer of Success Management, LLC, which provides
training and coaching for businesses and individuals, helping people invest in their human potential
through personalized assessment, life coaching, and training seminars
The City of Los Angeles Quality and Productivity Commission is dedicated to improving the
responsiveness, efficiency, and quality of services delivered to the public. The Commission partners
with City departments and bureaus to facilitate program development, to augment and expand highvalue programs and to encourage and enable teams to deliver superior levels of customer service.
The Commission’s annual recognition and awards program highlights the achievements of City
employees in improving the level of service, cost-effectiveness, and productivity provided to the
citizens of Los Angeles.

MESSAGE FROM WASHINGTON FROM…

SHERMAN SECURES $300,000 IN FEDERAL
AID FOR EL PROYECTO DEL BARRIO CLINIC
Congressman Brad Sherman announced that The House of
Representatives today approved $300,000 in federal appropriations funding for El Proyecto del Barrio for facilities and medical equipment at their
Winnetka clinic.
The funding was included in the Labor – Health and Human Services – Education Appropriations
bill for the 2010 fiscal year, which passed the full House of Representatives on Friday. The legislation
requires Senate approval before being sent to the President for his signature.
In 2007, El Proyecto del Barrio’s health clinic saw close to 80,000 patients in the San Fernando
Valley. The President and Chief Executive Officer of El Proyecto del Barrio, Corinne Sanchez, said,
“We thank Congressman Sherman for his dedication to our facility. His efforts have been particularly
successful in winning support in Congress.”
In addition to the $300,000 approved last Friday, Sherman secured $333,000 for the Winnetka clinic
last March. Those funds were directed toward the purchase of an electronic medical records system
to improve the accuracy, accessibility and quality of patient care.
“El Proyecto del Barrio sees over 80,000 patents each year. Most of these patients do not have
private health insurance. I am pleased I was able to persuade my colleagues in Congress to help
expand the Winnetka Clinic,” said Congressman Sherman.

Metro CEO discusses L.A.’s transit future

SHERMAN SECURES $400,000 FOR CSUN PROGRAMS

Answers questions about managing the region’s traffic

Washington, D.C. — Today, Congressman Sherman (D-Sherman Oaks) announced that the House
of Representatives approved $400,000 in federal appropriations funding for teacher training at
California State University, Northridge (CSUN).

Metro CEO Art Leahy joined VICA members for a Newsmaker Connection breakfast at The Beverly
Garland Holiday Inn. Leahy discussed the Long Range Transportation Plan currently under review
by Metro and addressed other transportation
concerns for the region. He also stressed the
importance of fighting for federal funds to
improve infrastructure in the Los Angeles area.
The event was presented by State Farm Insurance
and co-sponsored by Consensus Inc.
The next Newsmaker Connection is scheduled
8-10 a.m., Fri., Aug. 21 at Sportsmen’s Lodge
(12825 Ventura Blvd., Studio City) and will
feature candidates vying for the open L.A. City
Council 2nd District seat.
VICA Chair Greg Lippe, Metro CEO Art Leahy and
VICA Board Member Josh Gertler at the VICA
Newsmaker Connection breakfast.

For upcoming event information contact:
VICA
5121 Van Nuys Blvd, Ste 203
Sherman Oaks, CA 91403
818-817-0545

FREE Business Counseling
SBA SCORE Program
Counselors to America’s Small Business

Call the Chamber Office to schedule an appointment with
Don Doner/Senior SCORE Counselor

818.884.4222
5 Tips on Advertising Basics
• Be consistent in your ad message and style including business cards, letterhead, envelopes, invoices,
signs and banners.
• Newspapers, radio and TV stations are helpful in producing the advertising that you will be running with them.
• While word-of-mouth advertising has been around a long time, it usually falls short of being able to attract
the number of customers needed to be successful in business.
• Promote benefits rather than features. A benefit is the emotional satisfaction your product or service provides,
or a tangible performance characteristic.
• Know your competitors. Knowing everything about your competitors is just as important as knowing everything
about your own business.

Devastating Impact on Redevelopment Funding with New Deal
The Big Five announced they closed the $26.3 billion budget gap for the State of California and
planned to take their package to the State Legislature for a vote on Thursday, July 23. Calling local
government their “partners in pain,” they propose a $1.7 billion take from redevelopment agencies.
On top of the $1.7 billion, separate legislation will also be introduced to trade 10% of an agency’s
tax increment for relief from AB 1290 time limits. Supporters of CRA development projects need to
continue their calls to local state legislators telling them to vote “no” on these proposals. The use of
redevelopment funds for non-redevelopment purposes is unconstitutional, and CRA expects it would
prevail again in court.
Without written legislation available to examine, the $1.35 billion redevelopment take for FY 200910 (this year) and another $350 million for FY 2010-11 would the same as what was described in the
July 9 Legislative Update. Under this proposal, agencies can assume a payment roughly four times
the ERAF shift that was enacted last year, or almost 30 percent of total tax increment. Agencies could
borrow from existing balances in their low- and moderate-income housing funds (LMIHF) and this
fiscal year’s deposits in LMIHF. Agencies that do not or could not make their ERAF payments would
have to suspend all activities (i.e. the death penalty) and begin setting aside 30% of tax increment for
housing. Agencies making the payments would receive a one-year extension on their redevelopment
plan limits for receiving tax increment. Agencies under this plan would have five years to repay their
LMIHF or their set-aside could increase to 25 percent until the funds borrowed were repaid.
CRA’s assumption is that the same formula used for the failed FY08-09 take will be used.

The funding was included in the Labor – Health – Education Appropriations bill for the 2010 fiscal
year. The legislation, which passed the House yesterday, requires Senate approval before being sent
to the President for his signature.
California State University, Northridge has become a leader nationally in developing new approaches in “clinical training” for teachers. If the legislation becomes law, the appropriated funds would be
used to develop and implement a new clinical training model to prepare new teachers and other professionals for our schools.
“We thank Congressman Sherman for focusing his work on our efforts at California State University,
Northridge to break new educational ground. He has been a tireless supporter of our programs,” said
Cal State Northridge President Jolene Koester.
“I will continue to work to promote progress in education, especially here in the San Fernando
Valley,” said Congressman Sherman. “Rebuilding our economy isn’t just about making sure the jobs
are here, it is about making sure we promote our children’s education and that they are being taught
by well-trained teaching professionals.”

Smith Seeks to Change Lawn Watering Restrictions
from 2 Days to 3 Days a Week to Help Homeowners
Save Their Lawns and Save More Water
Los Angeles — Councilman Greig Smith introduced a motion Friday,
July 24 seeking to change the Department of Water and Power's (DWP)
two-day-per-week lawn watering restrictions to three days a week in an
effort to help homeowners save their lawns and save additional water.
“The twice-a-week restrictions are turning people's lawns brown, which
hurts home values in our neighborhoods,” Councilman Smith said. “For
more than a decade we have had a policy of greening, not browning L.A.”
The motion would change the restriction from Monday and Thursday,
15 minutes per day, as it is currently, to Monday, Wednesday and
Saturday for 8 minutes per day. This would help lawns, trees and shrubs survive while still meeting
conservation goals. It would even reduce watering by 6 minutes per home per week, saving many
thousands of gallons of water.
At the urging of the DWP, the City Council recently passed an emergency water conservation
ordinance designed to reduce water use in the City. The policy was rushed into place, leaving little
opportunity for public input or examining best practices.
Since then, numerous problems with the policy have emerged. If the soil becomes too dry and hard,
then more water is lost to runoff. Dead lawns also have a “broken windows” effect by degrading home
values and decreasing the community's feelings of pride and investment in the neighborhood.
This motion is in addition to Councilman Smith’s earlier motions to offer rebates for installing smart
sprinkler systems, allow exemptions from the watering restrictions for people with disabilities or
special medical circumstances, and allow exemptions for homes and businesses in high fire severity
zones. Councilman Smith also authored a motion to increase the water allotment for registered horse
owners.
Appointment to Chair of Council’s Public Safety Committee...
It is my pleasure and honor to have been named Chairman of the City Council's Public Safety
Committee, effective August 31.
The Public Safety Committee is responsible for hearing issues and making policy decisions
regarding the Los Angeles Police Department (LAPD), the Los Angeles Fire Department (LAFD),
the Department of Animal Services and the Department of Building and Safety.
The regularly scheduled meetings, which are open to the public, are at 10:00 am on Monday
mornings in Room 1010 at L.A. City Hall (with scheduling changes and agendas posted on the City
website at http://lacity.org/lacity/SubMenu/CityMeetingsAgendas/index.htm). Like all of the City’s
public meetings, the Public Safety Committee allots time for public comment on the agenda items.
As a Councilmembmer, as an LAPD Reserve Officer for nearly 20 years, and as a longtime member
of the Public Safety Committee, public safety is my top priority. Being named Chair of this crucial
Committee offers unique opportunities to work on some of the most important issues affecting the
quality of life in the community.
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Understanding and kindness comes
naturally at AutoAid in Van Nuys
Isabella and her four dogs (Ranger-Dalmation, One-Beagle, Daisy & Tequila-Chihuahuas) living
in her 2 door Ford Thunderbird automobile for the past week since her home was in a short sale
due to divorce, economic downturn and loss of work. She was due in the Van Nuys Court House at
9:00 AM Monday morning to address her distressed living and financial hardships but didn’t have
the money for parking nor did she have anyone to watch her dogs. Frazzled, crying feeling hopeless,
Isabella remembered the auto mechanic shop she stumbled upon the day before Christmas eve 2008
called AutoAid which was on Erwin Street just
west of Van Nuys Blvd on the Same street as the
court house and only a few hundred feet away.
Isabella first met David Bulko, owner of
AutoAid, on December 23rd 2008 in front of his
shop where she was parked for an earlier court
appearance. Her car was making a horrendous
noise under the hood and she was frightened to
drive it. David happened to hear the noise and
invited her into the auto shop for an assessment.
She mentioned that she was late for court, had
perishable groceries in the trunk and had little
money. David offered to put her groceries in the
fridge and call her when he knew what the problem was with the car. Isabella was relieved and
felt “like G-D sent me a signal” and “it was just
like the Night Before Christmas.” David
discovered that the alternator bearing failed. He
called Isabella for authorization and had her on
her way when she returned from court.
Fast forward to Monday June 15, 2009, Isabella and her four dogs pull into the AutoAid Auto Shop
where she asked if she could park her car in our shop and could we watch her dogs while she went
to court. Jack & David being dog owners too, dog-sat the four very friendly and somewhat frightened
dogs, especially the Chihuahuas who were nested in Jack’s office for most of the day as Isabella
tended to her hardships. Upon her return, Isabella was elated to see her family of dogs safe and
eager to embrace her. She expressed enormous gratitude for our understanding and kindness and
said “I love this place. I feel safe, it’s a wonderful atmosphere and you guys are amazing, amazing!”
“Not the usual day at AutoAid, but what a gratifying feeling to be able to help someone in need
especially in these hard times” said Jack Bulko, David’s dad and owner of AutoAid in Van Nuys.

West Valley News. We Deliver. Call 818.883.3374
COMMUNITY ADVERTISING AT AFFORDABLE RATES.
CALABASAS / CANOGA PARK / CHATSWORTH / RESEDA TARZANA / WEST HILLS / WINNETKA / WOODLAND HILLS

Community involvement is second nature
to Jozef “Joe” Thomas Essavi of Winnetka
“I want to make Winnetka a better place to live, work, own a
business and raise families. To strengthen the bonds between
all community organizations including the churches,
Winnetka Chamber of Commerce and to raise the quality
of life for all of us.” This was Joe’s response to the question
about what his goals were as a Board member of the
Winnetka Neighborhood Council.
His activism and community involvement were so notable
that in 2008, Jozef was nominated by County Supervisor
Mike Antonovich and was unanimously accepted by LA
County Board of Supervisors as a Los Angeles County
Commissioner. He currently serves on the Narcotics and
Dangerous Drugs Commission.
County Commissioner, Jozef “Joe” Thomas Essavi,
a resident of San Fernando Valley for 20 years, is married to
Nina and is blessed with three wonderful children, Jane,
Jack, and Daved.
Joe was elected and re-elected to the Winnetka Neighborhood Council in 2005 and 2007 and
currently is serving a city mandated extended term on the Winnetka Neighborhood Council.
He currently serves as Vice-Chair of Winnetka’s Zoning and Land Use Committee and also is active
with numerous non-profits and community organizations. He served as Winnetka Senator to Los
Angeles Congress of Neighborhood Councils and as Chair of Public Safety Committee.
Joe, a product of Los Angeles Valley College, was elected and re-elected as the ASB Union
Treasurer in the 90’s and was unanimously nominated from LAVC to become LACCD Student Trustee.
He went on to receive his BA from UCR and MA from Cal State Northridge. In addition to all of his
other commitments, he is a small business owner and has seen first hand the enormous value of
public education in his own life.
Making a difference requires active participation and community involvement. This comes naturally
to Joe who is always thinking about how to make things better. It begins at home with his family and
it extends to the community where he resides and the city he serves as a voulnteer Commissioner.

818.883.3374

Crowe Marketing Design
Helping Small Valley Businesses Increase Sales and Prosper
ADVERTISING DESIGN / MARKETING COMMUNICATIONS / NEW MEDIA
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Quality & Productivity Commissioner Michael Sirota
Past community and professional involvement
includes
serving on the boards or committees
Commission is dedicated to improving the
of
the
Guadalupe
Center, the Los Angeles Free
responsiveness, efficiency, and quality of services
Clinic,
the
Canoga
Park Memorial Day Parade
delivered to the public. The Commission partners
Committee,
the
West
Valley Evening Optimist
with City departments and bureaus to facilitate
(past
President),
the California Association
Club
program development, to augment and expand
of
Commercial
Printers,
and the Canoga Parkhigh- value programs and to encourage and
West
Hills
Job
Fairs
(Chair),
which attracted
enable teams to deliver superior levels of
15,000-20,000
job
seekers
at
each of its annual
customer service.
events.
Michael Sirota was appointed as Commissioner
Mr. Sirota past experience as manager of a
by Councilman Dennis P. Zine. He is a long life
large
manufacturing company in Los Angeles,
resident of Los Angeles. He is proud homeowner
as
college
instructor teaching marketing classes,
for over 35 years and successful business leader
administrator
of the Los Angeles Free
and
for more than 25 years. He is owner of Woodland
University—which
offered college training to
Printing, located in Canoga Park. Mr. Sirota is
800
students—provides
him with a unique
well known in the West San Fernando Valley
perpective
about
the
work
environment. His
for his generosity and his commitment to the
daily
application
of
sound
business policy
betterment of the community.
and practice, augmented by his dedication
Michael Sirota has an impressive resume of
to improving the quality of life and sense of
community activism and an equally strong list
community in the Valley, makes him well
of charitable accomplishments. He served as
suited to evaluate the quality and productivity
President of the Winnetka Chamber of Commerce of City government operations.
for two terms and on the executive board of the
Canoga Park-West Hills Chamber of Commerce.
Michael Sirota donates his time and resources
as President of the West Valley Jeopardy
Foundation, which is a successful gang diversion
program operated in conjunction with the LAPD.

The City of Los Angeles Quality & Productivity

His civic participation earned him an elected
position to the Canoga Park Neighborhood
Council. As a member of the Board of Directors
of Main Street Canoga Park he has played an
important role in bringing about the economic
revitalization in Canoga Park, which was one
factor leading up to his community receiving
the coveted national All-America City Award in
June 2005.
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Community News/Calendar
CONCERTS IN THE PARK, 2009 SCHEDULE

Clyde Porter West Valley Playhouse

Valley Cultural Center (VCC) has announced their FREE Concerts in
the Park schedule for 2009. “We are pleased to present our lineup
which includes one of the most power packed and diverse schedules
of our 34-year history,” said James W. Kinsey III, CEO and President
of VCC. We are also pleased to announce that Wells Fargo Bank is
on board as our 2009 Presenting Sponsor.”
Aug. 2

Pierce College Symphonic Winds – Tribute to our Armed
6PM – 8PM
Forces

Aug. 9 Asia, Featuring John Payne

6PM – 8PM

Aug. 16 Ticket to Ride – Tribute to The Beatles
4PM – 8PM
(Winnetka Family Earth Day)

Lori Kaye, a member of Toastmaster Spirit Speaks, delivers
her motivational speech during the monthly scheduled
meeting in Calabasas.

WE INVITE YOU TO MAKE EFFECTIVE
COMMUNICATION A REALITY
If you ever had to stand up in front of a group
and make a presentation about your business—
YOU NEED TOASTMASTERS!
If you ever had to introduce an important person in
a public meeting and panic at the thought because
you don’t know how—YOU NEED TOASTMASTERS!
If you are involved in your community and need to
speak out about what you are passionate about—
YOU NEED TOASTMASTERS!
If you are in a position of leadership and want to
improve your communication skills—YOU NEED
TOASTMASTERS!
Welcome to “Spirit Speaks” Toastmasters
We invite you to attend one of our meetings. No
reservation is required, just show up. You won't be
pressured to speak or join, and there is no cost.
Come prepared to enjoy yourself!
Meetings: 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month
Time: 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm
TV Motion Picture Fund Center
Education Room
Calabasas Road at Mulholland Road
(Right off the 101 Fwy at Valley Circle)
Calabasas, CA 91302
For membership information contact:
Lori Kaye, VP Membership (818) 623-8448
Ed Crowe, VP Public relations (818) 231-4454

Aug. 23 The Lettermen

6PM - 8 PM

Aug. 30 Marilyn McCoo & Billy Davis Jr.

6PM – 8PM

In addition to the outstanding talent, VCC has expanded their Food
Court to 18 vendors, serving a variety of food and beverage to satisfy
everyone in the crowd. Concertgoers may also visit the many sponsor, vendor and local business booths and take advantage of special
concert offers not offered in stores.
Concerts are held Sunday afternoons June through August and start
at 6 PM with three exceptions; June 7th begins at 5 PM as the
Playboy Jazz Community Concert presents multiple artists; June 28th
begins at 2 PM and is the Annual Family Fun Festival (Arts, Crafts
and more) with the Woodland Hills-Tarzana Chamber of Commerce;
August 16th, is Family Earth Day Celebration beginning at 4 PM with
the Winnetka Neighborhood Council. There will not be a concert on
July 5th due to the July 4th show on Saturday. Concerts end at
approximately 8 PM, with the exception on July 4th, which ends at
approximately 9:35PM.
Parking is available for a $8 donation (per car) in three nearby
parking structures; Califa street between Topanga and Owensmouth
and Owensmouth Avenue between Oxnard and Califa.
For more information or to become a member, park for FREE and
receive FREE incentives, contact VCC at (818) 704-1358 or visit
www.valleycultural.org.
Founded in 1975, the Valley Cultural Center serves the greater
San Fernando Valley as the prominent resource in promoting the
performing and visual arts. With the active support and participation
of the community, our mission is to entertain, enrich and educate
current and future generations. We offer diverse programs and events
as well as recognize outstanding achievements in the arts.

Box Office: (818) 884-1907
2009 SEASON
PERFORMANCE

SHOW CATEGORY

Go Back For Murder / Agatha Christie
You Can’t Take It With You / Kaufman and Hart

Bus Stop / William Inge
Nunsense / Dan Goggin
Social Security / Andrew Bergman
On Golden Pond / Ernest Thompson

Mystery
Comedy
Comedy/Drama
Musical
Comedy
Comedy/Drama

DATES

Jan 30 – Feb 22
Mar 27 – Apr 26
June 5 – June 28
July 31 – Aug 30
Sept 25 – Oct 18
Nov 20 – Dec 19

Visit our website for abstracts about each show. Show titles subject to change.

www.whctheatre.com
Nunsense by Dan Goggin opens July 31, 2009 at the 167 seat West Valley Playhouse.
Nunsense begins when the Little Sisters of Hoboken discover that their cook, Sister Julia,
Child of God, has accidentally poisoned 52 of the sisters, and they are in dire need of funds
for the burials. The sisters decide that the best way to raise the money is to put on a variety
show, so they take over the school auditorium, which is currently set up for the eighth grade
production of Grease. Now in its 25 year the musical comedy Nunsense featuring tap and
ballet dancing, an audience quiz, and comic surprises, has become an international phenomenon. With more than 5,000 productions worldwide and has been translated into 21
languages.
All productions are done under a special agreement with Actors Equity Association
Nunsense will run Fridays, Saturdays 8:00 pm.
Sundays 2:30 pm.

July 31 through August 30, 2009

Ticket Prices are $28.00
Senior and Students $25.00. Group rates available.
Clyde Porter’s West Valley Playhouse 7242 Owensmouth Ave., Canoga Park, CA 91303
_______________________________________________________________________

SENIORS
LEARN HOW FRAUDULENT ESTATE PLANNING
SCAMMERS TARGET YOU, AND HOW TO PROTECT
YOURSELF. IF YOU MISSED IT THE FIRST TIME
JUDITH M. SACK, ATTORNEY, WILL DO A REPEAT
PRESENTATION OF COMPREHENSIVE INFORMATION
ON THIS VERY IMPORTANT TOPIC.

Madrid Theatre
www.madridtheatre.org

THURSDAY, AUG. 13, 2009 1:00 PM
USED BOOK SALE
Create a California Heritage Garden
On Saturday, August 1, 2009 at 2:00 p.m., the
Calabasas Library will be hosting Janis Hatlestad
who will share techniques and resources for the
creating a California Heritage Garden. Janis’ methods
will empower both new and experienced gardeners to
blend drought tolerant, edible, and thirsty plants into
our existing landscapes. Janis is a landscape designer
with 35 years of gardening experience in the San
Fernando Valley and a degree in Landscape Design
from California State University Northridge.
For more information on the event, please call
Caroline Russom at 818-225-7616.

THOUSANDS TO CHOOSE FROM AT BARGAIN
PRICES
FRIDAY, Aug. 21 and SATURDAY, Aug. 22,
2009
10 am to 5 pm
Presented by The Friends of the Library
ENCINO-TARZANA BRANCH OF
THE LOS ANGELES PUBLIC LIBRARY
18231 VENTURA BLVD.
TARZANA, CA 91356
(818) 343-1983
www.ETLibraryFriends.org

Free Studio Tour & Special Screening of “Aliens Vs. Predators”
at Renowned Special Effects Studio...
Sci-fi movie fans won’t want to miss Cinema Heritage Project’s free tours of renowned special
effects studio Amalgamated Dynamics in Chatsworth, with a free screening of “Aliens Vs. Predators”
on Saturday, Aug. 8.
The free event will include the first public tours of Amalgamated Dynamics
Inc. (ADI), the Academy Award-winning studio where the creatures from the
Aliens and Predator films and many others were created.
Saturday, Aug. 8
Tours: 3:00 pm - 5:00 pm
Movie: 7:00 pm
Amalgamated Dynamics | 20100 Plummer St. (at Winnetka Avenue) | Chatsworth

The WOODLAND HILLS LIBRARY BOOK SALE
22200 Ventura Blvd. Woodland Hills
(818) 226-0017

AUGUST 20, 21 and 22
Thursday, August 20, from 5-7 pm, members only.
Memberships can be purchased at the door for $10
Friday, August 21, from 12 pm to 5 pm
Saturday, August 22, from 10 am to 2 pm
Large selection of new and gently used books.
For adults and children. Collectables, tapes, CD’s,
videos. Autographed books will also be for sale.
(Every child receives a free book)
Please note, “We’re going green.” Only paper bags
(no plastic) will be used. Fabric Book Bags from
$1.00 up will be available for purchase
Sponsored by the Friends of the Library
Proceeds from all sales support our Library

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT AUG. 4

Internet television station launches
with a variety of free shows
Writer, Producer and Marketer, Frank Zanca and
Timothy Ryder, the producer of hit shows such as
That ‘70s Show and 3rd Rock from the Sun, have
teamed up to create one of the first online television
stations — www.StayTunedTV.net.
Showcasing their own shows as well as those by
independent filmmakers, StayTunedTV.net promotes
a variety of content, including comedies, action and
thrillers. With over a dozen multi-episode shows to
date, Stay Tuned includes content with such celebrities
as Don Stark of That ‘70s Show, Tamlyn Tomita of
Karate Kid 2, Joy Luck Club and Heroes and Duane
Daniels of Veronica Mars.
Stay Tuned will soon be releasing several new shows
including The Greatest American Hero, a revamp of the
widely popular ‘80s television show of the same name.
With a nod from the Cannell Company,
For additional information on Stay Tuned TV, please
contact Barry Rogers at 972-517-3780 or visit
www.StayTunedTV.net.

West Valley News. We Deliver. Call 818.883.3374
COMMUNITY ADVERTISING AT AFFORDABLE RATES.
CALABASAS / CANOGA PARK / CHATSWORTH / RESEDA TARZANA / WEST HILLS / WINNETKA / WOODLAND HILLS

Reservations are required for the 30-minute tours, which are offered between 3:00 pm and 5:30
pm. Cameras will not be allowed inside the studio. At 7:00 pm, movie special effects professionals
will give a short presentation on their industry, followed by the film at 8:00 pm in the parking lot.
For information about ADI, visit www.studioadi.com.
The Cinema Heritage Project is a grassroots nonprofit corporation that presents movies at the
locations where they were made. The event is sponsored by West Hills Neighborhood Council,
Fallbrook Center and other local businesses.
To sign up for a tour, call the Cinema Heritage Project at (818) 348-8657 or email
info@cinemaheritage.com. For more nformation, visit www.cinemaheritage.com.

The Gatsby Jazz Festival “A Fusion of Art & Jazz” by Totally Artistc
The Gatsby Jazz and Fine Art Festival will be held at the Malibu Country Club on August 29, 2009. Gates open
at 1:30 PM. The event will be broadcast (live from the venue) by the WAVE 94.7 with a live streaming video
feed through its web-site. The Music and Art will be World Class! Bobby Caldwell, Joyce Cooling, Marcus
Johnson and Tim Cunningham are just a few of the musicians already booked.
TOTALLY ARTISTIC | 5309 Comercio Way | Woodland Hills, CA 91364
Office: (818) 888-2501 Fax: (818) 888-7071 Cell: (818) 219-7355
shane@totallyartistic.org
MALIBU COUNTRY CLUB | 901 Encinal Canyon Road | Malibu, CA 90265 | (818) 889-6680
White Linen or Gatsby Attire Requested
Spotlight on the West Valley – Stay Tuned TV will be accepting short films by amateur enthusiasts
produced in and around the West Valley. They must feature the landscape and landmarks of the West Valley
area and have a funny and/or compelling story with descent acting and interesting angles.
The top film shorts will be featured on StayTunedTV.net under the series entitled The West Valley
Connection. Cut off date for submissions will be September 15th with the winners announced and placed
on the site by October 1st.
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BUSINESS & OTHER SERVICES

CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED RATES ARE $20 PER INCH

6 MO. $108 – 12 MO. $189
FAX YOUR AD TO WEST VALLEY NEWS 818.883.9678
VISA & MASTERCARD ACCEPTED
(6 Months Minimum Placement for Classified Ads)

CUSTOM FRAMING

Michael Hattar
General Manager
(818) 713-1776

Buffet To Go! Pick it out, pack it up and go!

SPECIAL EVENT CATERING

Soup & Salad Lunch or Dinner $3.99
Buffet To Go Choose any combination of our buffet items $5.99L/$7.99D
Choice of Sides each $1.99
6705 Fallbrook Avenue, Canoga Park, CA 91307

HELP WANTED

SHOP WITH CHAMBER MEMBERS
FOR QUALITY AND SERVICE

DISPLAY ADVERTISING SALES
Work flexible hours. Earn generous commission.
West Valley News

ED 818.883.3374
WORK WANTED

Writer/Editor/Copywriter
nancyberg@earthlink.net
www.nancyberg.com

Nancy Berg 818.340.8435

CHAMBER CAREER CONNECTION GROUP
The West Valley News will post for the next few issues a list
of names of individuals seeking employment or offering
alternative career opportunities.
SEEKING EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Chamber Career Connections Group is a Network Breakfast
for individuals to meet in small groups and get to know each other
and share their work skills along with dealing with the down turn
in the economy.
If you are an employer in need of employees whether temporary
or permanent this might be a good opportunity to meet potential
employees.
If you know an individual that is not currently employed and would
benefit from meeting with others to network, have them contact the
CPWH Chamber at 818-884-4222 for more information or to
make a reservation for breakfast. A Continental Breakfast is $4.00
per person.

Charles Forrest Minetree, P.E.
Professional Mechanical Engineer
Retail Sales, Customer Service
BSME

(818) 899-1997

Kamran Khadavi, PhD.
Senior Software Engineer
Digital Signal Processing

(818) 905-1852

MAKE YOUR PC VIRTUALLY INVISIBLE
TO THE INTERNET

INVISUS
Direct

Marvin Harris
Independent Internet Safety Consultant

17939 Chatsworth St. #203
Granada Hills, CA 91344-5606

T/F: (818) 340-5444
Sales ID#
Harris 4869

essential@myinvisusdirect.com
www.myinvisusdirect.com/essential

John E. Sullivan
(818) 760-3237
Travel & Tourism
Sales, Management and Customer Service
Joy K. Stoner
Administration/Office Manager
Finance, Inventory Control,
Customer Service

(818) 347-5153

Teri Stansfield
(818) 624-2830
Educational Administration
MOMMY & ME MUSIC CLASS
Private Music Training: Piano, Guitar, Voice, Music Composition

24/7 WEB PRESENCE $100
Promote Your Business with

SAVE

Mention this ad and get $100 OFF the base web package of $599.
Home / About Us / Services / News / Contact Us
Five Page Basic Professionally Designed Template-Based Website
$599 includes FREE domain name registration for one year.

OFFERING ALTERNATIVE CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
Michael Rinke / Aflac
Insurance Products

(818) 209-8220

Mary Lou German / BIO PRO
Wireless Health and Safety Products

(818) 355-0151

Dawne Hilyard / Wine Shop at Home
In-Home & Corporate Wine Tastings

(310) 753-1089

818.883.3374
www.crowemarketingdesign.com

WHY WAIT FOR TOMORROW TO START PROMOTING YOUR BUSINESS...

GET YOUR WEBSITE TODAY!
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CONNECTING BUSINESS & COMMUNITY SINCE 2004
MILE OF QUARTERS Sponsorship Opportunities Available. Call Jan Sobel at (818) 610-1054 WWW.WVBGC.ORG
Proceeds from the Miles of Quarters event benefit the Boys & Girls Club of the West Valley after school programs.

2008 Miles of Quarters event at Westfield Topanga The Canyon. Presented by Boys & Girls Club of the West Valley. Photography/Design by Ed Crowe / Crowe Marketing Design.
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